SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2704, 2774, 2823, PRI NTER S NO. 3826

3487, 3677

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 100 S5

| NTRODUCED BY RAYMOND, TULLI, PERZEL, BARLEY AND BROVW,
OCTOBER 25, 1995

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, JUNE 24, 1996
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AN ACT
Provi ding for a Pennsyl vani a Busi ness Resource Center within the
Depart ment of Comrerce; and creating the Pennsylvani a
Busi ness Resource Center Advisory Board.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
Busi ness Resource Center Act.
Section 2. Intent and purpose.
It is the intent of this act and its purpose shall be:
(1) To create a partnership of State governnent, private
i ndustry, ORGAN ZED LABOR and hi gher education to enhance
busi ness devel opnent in this Conmonweal t h.
(2) To provide for the collection and coordination of
all relevant information regarding the |ocation, devel opnent

and expansi on of business and industry in this Commonweal th

and to provide for the innovative display of this information
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t o busi nesses and industri es.
(3) To provide a centralized, nultinmedia facility for

busi nesses to neet with representatives of the Commonweal t h

and the utility, transportation and other conpani es who woul d

provi de services to them should the businesses locate in this

Commpnweal t h.

(4) To provide one-stop services to assist businesses in

identifying and securing appropriate permts needed to
establish and operate a busi ness.
(5) To provide for the conpilation of a conprehensive

listing of all permits required by Cormmonweal th agenci es and

categorize the required permts into a conprehensive handbook

that is readily available to persons establishing a smal
busi ness.

(6) To provide for the facilitation of contacts for an
applicant with the Commonweal t h agency responsible for the
review of the respective permt applications.

Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Pennsyl vani a Busi ness Resource Center Advisory
Boar d.

"Center." The Pennsyl vani a Busi ness Resource Center.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Commerce of the

Conmonweal t h.
Section 4. The Pennsyl vani a Busi ness Resource Center.

(a) Establishnent.--The Pennsyl vani a Busi ness Resource
Center is established within the Departnment of Conmerce.

(b) Coordination.--The departnent shall coordinate with
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ot her governnental entities, businesses, econom c devel opnent
organi zati ons and academ c institutions to devel op a business
resource center

(c) Contribution.--The center is authorized to accept
contributions, including noney, tangible and intangible property
and other itens of value, from other governnental entities,
busi nesses, econom ¢ devel opnent organi zati ons and charitabl e
and academ c institutions for the purpose of building and
operating a business resource center.

(d) Contract.--The departnment nmay contract, directly or
t hrough another entity, for the devel opnent and operation, in
whol e or in part, of the center.

Section 5. Pennsylvani a Busi ness Resource Center Advisory
Boar d.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the
departnment an advi sory board known as the Pennsyl vani a Busi ness
Resource Center Advi sory Board.

(b) Menbership.--The board shall consist of 43315 16 nenbers
as follows:

(1) The Secretary of Conmerce or his designee.
(2) One nenber appointed by the Majority Leader of the

Senat e.

(3) One nenber appointed by the Mnority Leader of the

Senat e.

(4) One nenber appointed by the Majority Leader of the

House of Representatives.

(5) One nenber appointed by the Mnority Leader of the

House of Representatives.

(6) Two nenbers appointed by the Governor representing

hi gher educati on.
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(7) Two nenbers appointed by the Governor representing
busi ness or industry.
(8) Two nenbers appointed by the Governor representing
econoni ¢ devel opnent organi zati ons.
(9) TWO MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR REPRESENTI NG <—
ORGANI ZED LABOR.
(10) ONE MEMBER, APPQO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, WHO SHALL BE <—
A PRESI DENT OF A COVWUNI TY COLLEGE VWH CH HAS STRONG TECHNI CAL
AND OCCUPATI ONAL PROGRANMS.
9319 (11) Two at-large nenbers appointed by the <—
Gover nor
(c) Chairperson.--The Secretary of Comrerce or his designee
shall serve as the chairperson. The board may el ect additi onal
officers as it deens necessary.
(d) Terms.--Menbers shall serve w thout conpensation at the
pl easure of the respective appointing authority.
(e) Expenses.--The nenbers of the board shall receive no
salary but shall be reinbursed for reasonabl e and necessary
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
Section 6. Powers and duties of board.
The board shall have the power and its duty shall be:
(1) To advise the Governor and Ceneral Assenbly on ways
to pronote this Coomonwealth as a | ocation for the expansion
of business and industry.
(2) To provide a state-of-the-art information and
conmput er systemto supply businesses with all relevant
i nformati on regardi ng avail able sites and ot her rel evant
business information relating to a business facility and a
suitabl e environment for neeting and presenting the

information to business representatives.
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(3) To make recommendations to the Governor on the

or gani zati on, ownershi p and managenent of the center, to

i nclude public and private financing and participation,

future conposition and status of the board, potential sites

for the center, conputer systens, consultants, staff,

contractors and other services needed to establish the

busi ness resource center.

(4) To gather information, issue reports, devel op

mar keting material and performother activities as needed to

carry out the mission of the center and the purposes of this

act .

(5) To nonitor the success of the center in attracting

prospective businesses to this Commonweal t h.

(6) To solicit funds fromthe private sector for the
pur poses of renovation, construction or operation of the
center.

(7) To make a budget recommendation to the Governor.

Section 7. Report.

Or—or—beforeJune—1—1996 BEFORE APRIL 1, 1997, the board <—
shall present to the Governor and the General Assenbly a report
of its findings and recommendati ons regardi ng the establishnment
and operation of the Pennsylvani a Busi ness Resource Center, to
i nclude a reconmendation as to whether the board shoul d becone a
private corporate body.

Section 8. Expiration.

The Pennsyl vani a Busi ness Resource Center Advisory Board and
Pennsyl vani a Busi ness Resource Center shall expire on June <—
SERPTEMBER36,—1996 JUNE 30, 1997, unless continued by the <—
General Assenbly.

Section 9. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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