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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1400 s

| NTRODUCED BY O PAKE, AFFLERBACH, RHOADES AND SHUVAKER
OCTOBER 25, 1993

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
OCTOBER 25, 1993
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of January 24, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1527, No.535),
entitled "An act providing for and regulating the |icensing
of | andscape architects; fixing fees; creating the State
Board of Landscape Architects; inposing powers and duties on
the Departnent of State, the Comm ssioner of Professional and
Cccupational Affairs and the board; and prescribing unl awf ul
acts and penalties,” requiring continuing education as a
condition for license renewal.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 2 of the act of January 24, 1966 (1965

P. L. 1527, No.535), known as the Landscape Architects’

Regi stration Law, is anended by addi ng cl auses to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act:

* * %

(8) "Conmmittee" nmeans the Professional Devel opnent Revi ew

Commi ttee established under section 9. 2.

(9) "Contact hour" neans not |less than fifty m nutes of

i nstruction, including semnars, field trips, |ectures,

denonstrati ons and teachi ng.




(10) "Continuing educati on" neans professi onal educati on

which is obtained by a licensee in order to nmaintain, inprove or

expand | andscape architectural skills and know edge. The term

i ncl udes professional education acquired through formal or

i nformal education practices, self-study, research and

partici pation in professional, technical and occupati onal

societies, community services and by other sinmlar neans

aut hori zed by the State Board of Landscape Architects.

(11) "L.A. R E." nmeans the Landscape Architecture

Regi strati on Exam

(12) "Sponsor" neans an i ndividual, organi zati on,

associ ation, institution or other entity which provi des an

educati on programor activity for the purpose of fulfilling the

conti nui ng educati on requirenents of this act.

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 9.1. Continuing Educati on Required.--A | andscape

architect |licensed under this act, in order to denonstrate the

mai nt enance of an acceptable | evel of professional conpetency,

shall submt to the board, prior to the end of the |icense

renewal period, an application for license renewal with a form

provi ded by the board certifying participation in not |ess than

thirty contact hours of continui ng educati on on a bi enni al basis

desi gned to keep license current on devel opnent in the practice

of | andscape architecture.

Secti on 9. 2. Pr of essi onal Devel opnent Revi ew Conmittee. --(a)

The board shall form a Professi onal Devel opment Revi ew Conmittee

and provide guidelines for its operation. The commttee shall be

conposed of five nenbers, a mpjority of whom are | andscape

architects, currently licensed and i n good standing with the
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(b)Y Menbers shall be appointed by the board and serve a term

of office for two yvears. Three nmenbers shall be appoi nted during

the first year following the effective date of this section and

two nenbers shall be appointed the foll owi ng year.

(c) The commttee shall elect a chairman and a secretary at

the first nmeeting of every cal endar year to serve a one-year

period. The secretary shall keep m nutes of the neetings to

docunent all transactions of the conmittee.

(d) The commttee shall neet on an as-needed basi s when

called to order by the chairnman.

(e) The commttee shall review and preapprove all sponsors

and conti nui ng education to determ ne their rel evancy prograns

to the practice of | andscape architecture. The conmi ttee shal

establi sh the nethods for documentati on needed to fulfil

conti nui ng educati on requirenents for |icensing.

Section 9.3. Approval of Continui ng Educati on Prograns. --(a)

The sponsor or licensee shall subnmt to the conmittee, at | east

si xty days in advance of the schedul ed conti nui ng educati on

program docunents or other materials for evaluation and a

review fee as set by the board to cover review costs. The

comm ttee shall approve those prograns or activities which wll

further the conpetence of a |licensee and detern ne the nunber of

contact hours all owed:

(b)Y The conversion to contact hours fromother units is as

follows:
1 Continuing Education Unit (CEU)............ 10 Contact Hours
1 University Quarter Hour of Credit.......... 30_Cont act Hours
1 University Senester Hour of Credit......... 45 Contact Hours

Secti on 9. 4. Pr of essi onal Devel opnent Requirenent. - -

Conti nui ng educati on prograns and activities which satisfy the
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pr of essi onal devel opnent conti nui ng educati on requirenent shal

i nclude, but are not limted to, coll ege and uni versity courses,

activities which award conti nui ng education units (CEU s) and

t hose portions of technical neetings, senm nars or other courses

which are related to | andscape architecture practice or

managenent as approved by the commttee. I n addition, teaching,

travel and self-directed study are acceptable with prior

approval of the conmttee and the board.

Section 9.5. Certificate of Conpletion.--A sponsor shal

provi de each participant, within thirty days after conpl eti on of

the conti nui ng education programwi th a certificate of

conpl etion provided by the commttee. A copy of the sane form

shall be filed by the sponsor with the board. The form shal

state the participant's full nane and the nunmber of contact

hours authorized by the conmittee for that sponsor's program

Section 9.6 Exenpt Registrant.--A |licensee may nmake a fornal

request in witing to the board that he be granted exenpt

status. The board shall respond in witing sixty days after the

|i censee's request. An individual receiving exenpt status shal

be exenpt fromthe requirenents of this section during this

period. The |licensee shall not be allowed to use the title

"Landscape Architect" or to practice | andscape architecture in

this Commonweal th during this tine. The board shall nmake public

alist namng all exenpt |icensees and publish an updated |i st

every six nonths. Alicensee, if on exenpt status for five or

nore vears, shall be classified as | apsed.

Section 9.7. Rei nstatenent to Active Status.--A |icensee who

wi shes to reinstate a |license nust satisfy one of the foll ow ng

requi renents:

(1) Conplete all of the continui ng educati on requirenents
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multiplied by the nunber of years of exenpt status.

(2) Conplete the L.LARE wthin one year i nmedi ately pri or

to application for reinstatenent.

Secti on 9. 8. Exenptions.--A |licensee may be exenpt fromthe

conti nui ng educati on requirenents for any one of the foll ow ng

reasons.

(1) New licensees by way of L. A R E. shall be exenpt for

their first renewal peri od.

(2) If licensee does not reside in this Commbnwealth, and is

regi stered or licensed in another state or district having a

conti nui ng educati on requirenent equal to, or nore stringent to

these requi renents, and the licensee neets all other

requi renents of that state or district to naintain |icensure.

(3) If alicensee is enployed by a | andscape architect and

is enpl oyed or assigned to duty outside of the United States for

a period of time exceedi ng one hundred twenty consecutive days

in a cal endar year, he shall be exenpt fromthe thirty contact

hours required during that renewal peri od.

(4) Physical disability, illness, hardship or other

ext enuati ng circunstances as revi ewed and approved by the board.

Section 9.9. Disciplinary Action.--Failure of a |licensee to

satisfy the continui ng educati on requirenents for |icense

renewal nay be cause for the board to deny |license renewal for

the |icensee.

Section 9. 10. Nonconpl i ance.--A | i censee who does not

sati sfy the conti nui ng educati on requirenent for |icense renewal

shal|l be pl aced on probationary status and so notified foll owi ng

the renewal date. The |icensee nust conply within si x nonths

following the renewal date or the |license shall be classified as
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Section 9.11. Reports and Records.--(a) The sponsor or

li censee shall submt to the board docunents or other nmaterials

for evaluation. The board shall approve those activities which

will further the conpetence of a |licensee and determ ne the

nunber of contact hours all owed.

(b)Y The reporting of continuing educati on shall be conpl eted

by each licensee and filed with the board. Docunentati on of

conpli ance shall be by affidavit on continui ng educati on credit

sunmary form provided by the board. The report shall be fil ed

with each renewal application.

(c) The board shall approve or di sapprove the conpl et ed

conti nui ng educati on activities. |f di sapproved, the |icensee

must be notified and nmay be granted a grace period of six npnths

in which to correct deficiencies. The board nay al so seek

verification of informati on subnmtted by the |icensee. Erroneous

or false information attested to by the |licensee shall be deened

as grounds for denial of |icense renewal.

Section 9.12. Special Request.--The board shall consi der any

r easonabl e speci al request fromindividual |icensees for

conti nui ng educati on credits and procedures. The board shal

revi ew and deci de upon courses prior to the |licensee's actual

attendance if the educational activity approval form provi ded by

the board is filled out and sent to the board before the course

begi ns. The board may, in individual cases invol ving physi cal

disability, illness or extenuating circunstances, grant a

hardshi p or extension. An extension of the continui ng educati on

requi renents shall be for a period of tine not to exceed two

vears. No extension of tine shall be granted unless the |icensee

submts a witten request to the board.

Section 9.13. Self-Directed Activities.--The board shal
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1 allowself-directed activities to fulfill the continuing
2 education requirenents of the |icensee. However, these
3 activities nust result in a book draft, published article,
4 delivered paper, workshop, synposiumor public address. The
5 licensee should use the self-directed activity approval form
6 provided by the board when using this nethod of fulfilling the
7 required nunber of contact hours. Wen submitted for review, the
8 licensee nust be aware that self-directed activities nust be
9 followed by a docunented public presentation of the self-
10 directed activity, or the results of the activity, by the
11 licensee within the two-year reporting period. Self-directed
12 activities may include literature reviews, research and field
13 studies custonmarily associated with university or college
14 instructional teaching loads. Full-tine college or university
15 faculty nenbers may include studies required for innovative
16 wuniversity or college courses or for studies required for
17 courses beyond the usual university or college audience. Full-
18 tinme college or university faculty nenbers may subnit academ c
19 research to satisfy continuing education requirenents as |ong as
20 the licensee can provide docunentation that the academ c
21 research follows all of the norns of the rel evant acadenic
22 institution and the rel evant academi c peer community.
23 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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