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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Rescinding the request to the Congress of the United States that
it call a Constitutional Convention to propose an anendnent
to the Constitution to bal ance the public debt.

VWHEREAS, Under Article V of the Constitution of the United
States, amendnents to the Federal Constitution may be proposed
by the Congress whenever two-thirds of both Houses deemit
necessary, or on the application of the Legislatures of two-
thirds of the several states, the Congress shall call a
Constitutional Convention for the purpose of proposing
amendnents; and

WHEREAS, By House Resol ution No. 236, adopted by the House of
Representati ves on June 30, 1976, and adopted by the Senate on
Novenber 9, 1976, the General Assenbly of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a requested the Congress of the United States to
prepare and submt to the several states an anmendnent to the
Constitution of the United States requiring, in the absence of a

nati onal energency, that the total of all Federal appropriations

made by Congress for any fiscal year may not exceed the total of
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all estimted Federal revenues for that fiscal year, or
alternatively, the General Assenbly nade application and
requested the Congress of the United States to call a
Constitutional Convention for the purpose of proposing such an
amendnment to the Federal Constitution; and

WHEREAS, Nunerous bills have been introduced in Congress
calling for an anendnment to the Constitution requiring a
bal anced budget, but none of these bills has been favorably
acted upon; and

WHEREAS, Less than the required nunber of 34 states have,
t hrough their Legislatures, nmade application to the Congress for
the calling of a Constitutional Convention to propose an
amendnent to the Constitution; and

WHEREAS, There has been no such Constitutional Convention
since the Founding Fathers met to draft the Constitution nearly
200 years ago, all amendnents added since then having originated
in Congress and then having been ratified by the states; and

WHEREAS, One reason for the failure of the "state application
for a convention"” option is the anbiguity of Article V of the
Constitution, in that it does not speak to how the "application”
process occurs, nor does it specify the processes to be foll owed
at the convention for proposing amendnents, such as the nethod
for selection of del egates, the voting procedures and the nunber
of votes needed to propose a specific amendnent, nor does
Article V indicate whether the convention nmust limt itself to
matters nmentioned in the states' applications, or whether a
"runaway convention" could seek to remake the Constitution anew
after being called to consider only a single subject; and

WHEREAS, While the need for an amendnent to the United States

Constitution mandating a bal anced budget continues, the state
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application process should not be pursued, in that a review of
t he 30-odd applications fromstates calling for a convention
shows no uniformty, and discloses an array of contingencies,
i nconsi stenci es and conditional clauses on their face, and
guestions have been raised as to whether proper |legislative
procedure was followed in their adoption; and forenost, the
guestion remains as to how far-reaching any such convention
m ght be; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania rescind its application and
request to the Congress of the United States to call a
Constitutional Convention for the specific and excl usive purpose
of proposing an anmendnent to the Federal Constitution requiring,
in the absence of a national energency, that the total of al
Federal appropriations made by the Congress for any fiscal year
may not exceed the total of all estimted Federal revenues for
that fiscal year; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly continue and renewits
request to Congress to prepare and submt to the several states
such an amendnent to the Constitution of the United States in
t he sane manner as all existing amendnents have ori gi nated; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent to each
menber of Congress from Pennsylvania, the Cerk of the United
St at es House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., and the
Secretary of the United States Senate, Washington, D.C., with
the request that this action by the General Assenbly of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a be pronptly published in the

Congr essi onal Record.
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