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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2909 =%

| NTRODUCED BY VEON, LaGROITA, TRELLO, TI GUE, MELI G,
E. Z. TAYLOR SURRA, TULLI, LAUGHLI N, BURNS, PETRARCA,
BELFANTI AND YOUNGBLOOD, JUNE 14, 1994

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 14, 1994
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for assignnent of students
and for attendance in other districts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1301 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
amended to read:

Section 1301. Age Limts; Tenporary Residence.--Every child,
being a resident of any school district, between the ages of six
(6) and twenty-one (21) years, nmay attend the public schools in

his district and within this Conmonweal th, subject to the

provi sions of this act. The board of school directors of any
school district may admit to the schools of the district, with
or without the paynent of tuition, any non-resident child

tenporarily residing in the district, and may require the
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attendance of such non-resident child in the sane manner and on
the sane conditions as it requires the attendance of a resident
chi | d.

Section 2. Section 1310(a) of the act, anmended Decenber 17,
1982 (P.L.1378, No.316), is anended to read:

Section 1310. Assignnent of Pupils to Schools.--(a) The
board of school directors of every school district or joint
school shall, for the purpose of designating the schools to be
attended by the several pupils in the district or area served by
the joint board, subdivide the district or joint school in such
manner that all the pupils in the district shall be assigned to,
and reasonably accommodated in, one of the public schools in the
district or joint school. The board of school directors may,
upon cause shown, permt any pupil or pupils in any school
district to attend such other school in the district as the

board may deem proper, or may classify and assign the pupils in

the district to any school or schools [therein] within this

Commonweal th as it may deem best, in order to properly educate

t hem Whenever any child or children of conpul sory school age
have their residence nore than two (2) mles by the nearest
public highway fromthe school within the district to which they
have been assigned, and free transportation for such child or
children to a school within the district is not provided, and
there is a school in session in sone other district in the
Commonwealth within two (2) mles by the nearest public hi ghway
of the residence of such child or children, the board of school
directors shall, wth the consent of the board of school
directors of such other district, reassign such child or
children to such school in the other district, and shall pay to

said district the tuition charge provided for by this act. This
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1 provision shall include in Iike nmanner assignnent to high

2 schools in the case of pupils of conpul sory school age who are
3 qualified to be enrolled in such high schools. It shall be

4 unlawful for any school directors, superintendent, or teacher to
5 nake any distinction whatever, on account of, or by reason of,
6 the race or color of any pupil or scholar who nay be in

7 attendance upon, or seeking adm ssion to, any public school

8 maintained wholly or in part under the school |aws of the

9 Commonweal t h.

10 * x *

11 Section 3. Sections 1311(a), 1313 and 1315 of the act are
12 amended to read:

13 Section 1311. dosing Schools.--(a) The board of school

14 directors of any school district nmay, on account of the snal

15 nunber of pupils in attendance, or the condition of the then

16 existing school building, or for the purpose of better gradation
17 and classification, or other reasons, close any one or nore of
18 the public schools inits district. Upon such school or schools
19 being closed, the pupils who belong to the sane shall be
20 assigned to other schools, or upon cause shown, be pernmtted to
21 attend schools in other districts[.] within this Commbnweal t h.
22 * x *
23 Section 1313. Attendance in Oher Districts.--Were any
24 pupil in any school district resides one and one-half mles, or
25 nore, by the public road, fromthe nearest public elenmentary
26 school in the district, such pupil, unless proper free
27 transportation is furnished to a suitable school in the
28 district, may attend any public elenmentary school in another
29 school district nore conveni ent of access, on obtaining the

30 consent of the board of school directors of such other school
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district, and without the consent of the board of school
directors of the district where such pupil resides. The district
where such pupil resides shall pronptly pay, to the district
where such pupil attends, the tuition charge provided for by
this act. The board of school directors of any district may, on
account of conveni ence of access, or other reasons, permt any

pupils to attend the schools of another district[.] within this

Commpnweal t h.

Section 1315. Assignnent to School in Another State;
Receiving Pupils from Qther States.--Were any child of school
age in any school district resides one and one-half mles or
nore by the nearest traveled road fromthe nearest public
el ementary school or three nmiles or nore fromthe nearest high
school in the district, such child unless proper free
transportation is furnished to a suitable school in this
Commonweal th may on request of his parents or |egal guardian be
assigned by the board of school directors to a nore conveni ent
school in another state: Provided, That the consent of the
proper school officials in charge of such school in another
state to such an arrangenent is permtted by the [ aws of such
state and is agreed to by such officials. The tuition of any
such pupil attending a school in another state nmay be paid by
t he board of school directors of the district in which he is a
resident, as in the case of a pupil attending a public school in
this Cormonweal th in a district in which he is not a resident.

The board of school directors in any school district situate
adj acent to another state may admt to the public schools in
such district pupils resident in such other state and nmay
receive tuition for such pupils, as in the case of pupils

admtted fromother districts in this Conmmbnweal t h.
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Qut-of -State assi gnnent shall only be permtted in situations

i nvol vi ng geogr aphi cal advant age, speci al education curricul um

or facilities or tenporary arrangenents nade for nedi cal or

personal | egal reasons. Al pupils who reside in this

Commpnweal th shall be provided the opportunity for assi gnnent to

a school within this Conmbnweal t h.

Al assignnents contrary to this section shall be void ninety

(90) days after the effective date of this section.

Section 4. Section 1607 of the act, anended August 11, 1959
(P.L.683, No.228), is anended to read:

Section 1607. Attendance in Oher Districts.--Pupils
residing in a school district in which no public high school is
mai ntai ned may attend, during the entire term at the expense of
the school district of which they are residents, the nearest or

nost conveniently | ocated high school within this Commobnweal th

of such class as they may desire to attend, unless the board of
school directors of the district of residence shall have

assigned the pupils to a high school within this Commobnweal th

and adequate transportation is provided thereto. Pupils who
reside in a school district in which no public high school,

ot her than a vocational high school is mintained, may attend,
during the entire term the nearest or nost conveniently | ocated

acadenm ¢ high school within this Commonwealth. In any district

whi ch mai ntains a high school whose program of studies

term nates before the end of the twelfth year, pupils who have
satisfactorily conpleted the program of studies there avail able
in other than vocational schools or departnents, or have

conpl eted a program of studies equivalent to said program of
studies in sonme other school or schools, nmay attend, at the

expense of the school district in which they live, and for the
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1 purpose of pursuing academ c studies of a higher grade, the

2 nearest or nost conveniently |located high school within this

3 Commonweal th of such type as they may desire to attend giving

4 further high school work. No school district shall arrange for
5 out-of-State assignnent of pupils who reside in this

6 Commonwealth contrary to section 1315 of this act.

7 Section 5. Al assignnments of pupils who reside within this
8 Conmmonweal th nade prior to enactnment of this act shall be void
9 090 days after the effective date of this act.
10 Section 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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