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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2845 5%

| NTRODUCED BY SANTONI, VEON, COY, CElI ST, ROONEY, GORDNER,
COLAFELLA, TOMLI NSON, HERSHEY, STABACK, ARGALL, KI NG
KUKOVI CH, BAKER, FARGO CORRI GAN, VAN HORNE, CLYMER, DeLUCA,
L. 1. COHEN, TRI CH PETRARCA, BELFANTI, MELI O AND G G.I OITI ,
MAY 23, 1994

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MAY 23, 1994
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AN ACT
Rel ating to bone marrow, providing for a special |eave of
absence for bone marrow donors; providing for a tax credit;
and providing for additional duties of the Departnent of
Heal t h and the Departnment of Revenue.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Bone Marrow
Donor Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Each year an estinmated 16,000 Anericans contract
| eukem a, aplastic anem a or other fatal blood diseases.
(2) If a matched bone marrow donor can be found, many of
t hese victins can be cured.

(3) There is now a national Marrow Donor Program and

the United States is working with 30 other countries to
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establish a worl dwi de registry.

(4) WMarrow donation is the only kind of organ donation
t hat does not involve considerable risk to the donor

(5) There continues to be a great need for bone marrow
anong African-Americans, Asians, Native Anericans and
Hi spani c communi ti es.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Business firm" Any business entity authorized to do
business in this Commobnweal th and subject to taxes inposed by
Article IV, VI, VII, VIIl, IX X XIIl or XV of the act of March
4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as the Tax Reform Code of 1971.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
Section 4. Bone marrow donor educati on.

(a) Content of program--The departnment shall provide
informati on and education to the residents of this Comonweal th
about bone marrow donati on which shall include:

(1) The need for donors and benefits to the recipient.

(2) The nedical procedures donors nust undergo.

(3) The process by which a potential donor becones
regi st ered.

(4) Special efforts shall be made to educate and recruit
mnority popul ations to volunteer as potential bone marrow
donors.

(b) Means of conmunication. --Means of comuni cation shall
i nclude, but not be Ilimted to, the placenent of educational
material in State photo |icensing centers, health care

facilities, blood banks and State agencies.
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Section 5. Enployee | eave for bone marrow donati on.

A business firmshall grant to any of its enpl oyees a speci al
pai d | eave of absence for the purpose of donating bone nmarrow,
subject to the foll ow ng:

(1) The enployer may require verification by a physician
concerning the lIength and purpose of the |eave request ed.
(2) |If there is a nedical determ nation that the

enpl oyee does not qualify as a bone nmarrow donor, the paid

| eave of absence granted to the enpl oyee prior to that

determ nation is not affected.

(3) An enployee's rights with respect to any ot her

enpl oynment benefit shall not be affected by |eave granted for

pur poses of bone marrow donati on.
Section 6. Bone marrow donor tax credit.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Every business firmengaged in a for-
profit business enterprise within this Commonweal th and which
provi des one or nore paid | eaves of absence to enpl oyees for the
speci fic purpose of bone marrow donation for a period of up to
40 work hours shall qualify for the bone marrow donor tax
credit. A business firmwhich qualifies for the credit may apply
that credit against any tax due under Article IV, VI, VII, VIII,
I X, X, XII'l or XV of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2),
known as the Tax Reform Code of 1971.

(b) Calculation of credit.--The tax credit anount shall be
equal to the anobunt of enployee salary paid during the | eave of
absence period described in section 5, the cost of tenporary
repl acenent help, if any, during the period and any
m scel | aneous expenses incurred in connection with the period.
Section 7. Duties of Departnent of Revenue.

(a) Duties enunerated.--The Departnment of Revenue shall:
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(1) In the manner provided by |aw, promulgate the
regul ati ons necessary to inplenent section 6.
(2) Publish as a notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin
forms upon which taxpayers may apply for the tax credit
aut hori zed by this act.
(3) Wthin five nonths after the close of any cal endar
year during which tax credits granted pursuant to this act
were used, furnish to the nenbers of the General Assenbly an
annual report providing as to each business firm which used
tax credits during the precedi ng cal endar year pursuant to
this act, the enployer's name, address, standard industri al
classification code and the anobunt of tax credits granted.
(b) Certain provisions not to apply.--The provisions of
section 408(b) of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, relating to confidentiality of
i nformati on, and any ot her provisions of |law preventing the
di scl osure of information required under subsection (a)(3),
shall not apply when the information is divulged for the
pur poses of subsection (a)(3).
Section 8. Applicability.

This act shall apply to tax years commenci ng after January 1,
1994.
Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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