PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 3134 PRINTER S NO. 3163

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2495 %555

| NTRODUCED BY GAMBLE, LAUGHLI N, ROBI NSON, MAYERNI K, CESSAR,
G Gl OrTl, I TKIN, MARKGCSEK, FAJT, VAN HORNE, LEVDANSKY,
KAI SER AND COAELL, JANUARY 31, 1994

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 1, 1994
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 13, 1988 (P.L.1190, No.146),
entitled "An act establishing standards and qualifications by
whi ch | ocal tax authorities in counties of the first and
second cl ass may nake special real property tax relief
provisions," further providing for deferral or exenption
authority and for conditions of deferral or exenption; and
providing for applications for relief.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 4 and 5(c) of the act of Decenber 13,
1988 (P.L.1190, No.146), known as the First and Second C ass
County Property Tax Relief Act, are anmended to read:

Section 4. Deferral or exenption authority.

(a) Adoption of uniform provisions.--The governing body of a
county of the first and second class shall have the power to
provi de, by ordi nance or resolution, for uniformspecial real
property tax provisions granting |ongtinme owner-occupants a

deferral or exenption or conbination thereof, in the paynent of

that portion of an increase of real property taxes which is due
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to an increase in the market value of the real property as a
consequence of the refurbishing or renovating of other

resi dences or the construction of new residences in |ong-
establ i shed residential areas or areas of deteriorated, vacant
or abandoned homes and properties.

(b) Designation of areas.--The governing body of a county of
the first and second class is authorized to enact ordi nances or
resol uti ons which provide for the designation of areas eligible
for the special real property tax provisions pursuant to this
act. Before enacting an ordi nance or resol ution which proposes
desi gnating such an area, the governing body shall conduct a
public hearing on the proposed ordi nance or resolution.

(c) Second class county school districts and
muni ci palities.--School districts and nunicipalities within
second cl ass counties shall not have the authority to determ ne
their participation in this programw thin their taxing

jurisdiction. Odinances or resolutions adopted under

subsections (a) and (b) shall be applicable to school districts

and nunicipalities within second class counti es.

Section 5. Conditions of deferral or exenption.
* %k
[(c) Financial need or age.--

(1) Neither financial need nor age of the longtine
owner - occupant shall be a determnant of eligibility in a
county of the first class.

(2) School districts and municipalities within a county
of the second class nmay detern ne whether financial need,
age, or both, of the |longtine owner-occupant shall be used to
determine eligibility.]

(c) Financial need or age.--Neither financial need nor age
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of the | ongti me owner-occupant shall be a determ nant of

eligibility in a county of the first cl ass.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 5.1. Single application.

A | ongti ne owner - occupant who seeks relief under this act

shall file a single application with a county of the first or

second class. If the application is approved by the county, al

muni ci palities and school districts within the county shall be
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bound by the terns of the approved application.
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SECTION 3. TH S ACT SHALL APPLY TO ALL MUNI Cl PAL TAXES <—
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LEVI ED FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR BEG NNI NG JANUARY 1, 1994, AND TO ALL
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SCHOCL DI STRI CT TAXES LEVI ED FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR BEG NNI NG JULY
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1, 1994.
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SECTI ON 4. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE
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CONTRARY, DURI NG CALENDAR YEAR 1994 MUNI Cl PALI TI ES AND SCHOCL
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DI STRI CTS MAY REOPEN THEI R BUDGETS FOR FI SCAL YEARS BEG NNI NG ON
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JANUARY 1, 1994, IN THE CASE OF MUNI ClI PALI TI ES, AND BEG NNI NG ON
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JULY 1, 1994, IN THE CASE OF SCHOCL DI STRI CTS, AND CHANGE REAL
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ESTATE TAX M LLACGE RATES THAT WERE ADOPTED FOR THEI R RESPECTI VE
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FI SCAL YEARS.

N
=

Section 3 5. This act shall take effect ir60-days <—
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| MVEDI ATELY. <—
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