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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2283 *%%”
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REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, NOVEMBER 24, 1993

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Education Plus Program and providing for its
operation; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Education
Pl us Program Act.

Section 2. Legislative intent.

The General Assenbly finds and declares that it is the
purpose of this act to encourage partnershi ps between
institutions of higher education and secondary school s serving
| ow-i ncome and di sadvant aged students and encourage the support
and participation of prograns that do the foll ow ng:

(1) Inprove the retention and graduation rates at

secondary school s.

(2) Inprove the academ c skills of public secondary

school students.
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(3) Increase the students' opportunities to continue a
program of education after secondary school.
(4) Inprove the students' prospects for enploynent after
secondary school
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"First-generation college student.” An individual whose
parents did not conplete a baccal aureate degree or an individual
whose parent did not conplete a baccal aureate degree if the
i ndi vidual regularly resided with and received support fromonly
one parent.

"Lowincome individual." An individual froma fam |y which
is eligible for participation in the United States Aid to
Fam | ies with Dependent Children Program as determ ned by the
Departnment of Public Welfare.

"Lowi ncone school district.” A school district where | ow
i ncome individuals conprise nore than 45% of the student
popul ati on.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonweal th.
Section 4. Education Plus Program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established the
Educati on Pl us Program which shall be adm nistered by the
department and which shall be designed to generate skills and
notivation necessary for success in education beyond secondary
school

(b) Perm ssible services.--Any Education Plus Program
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1 project assisted under this act nay provide services such as:

2 (1) Instruction in reading, witing, study skills,

3 mat hemat i cs and ot her subjects necessary for success beyond
4 secondary school

5 (2) Personal and career counseling.

6 (3) Academ c advice and assi stance in secondary school

7 course sel ection.

8 (4) Tutorial services.

9 (5) Exposure to cultural events, academ c prograns and
10 ot her activities not usually available to di sadvant aged

11 yout h.

12 (6) Activities designed to acquaint youths participating
13 in the project with the range of career options available to
14 t hem

15 (7) Instruction designed to prepare youths participating
16 in the project for careers in which persons from

17 di sadvant aged backgrounds are particul arly underrepresented.
18 (8) On-canpus residential prograns.

19 (9) Mentor prograns involving elenmentary or secondary
20 school teachers, faculty nmenbers at institutions of higher
21 education, students or any conbi nati on of such persons.
22 (10) Assistance in conpleting college adm ssion and
23 financial aid applications.
24 (11) Assistance in preparing for college entrance
25 exam nati ons.
26 (12) Progranms and activities as described in paragraphs
27 (1) through (11) which are specially designed for students of
28 limted English proficiency.
29 (c) Required services.--Any Education Plus Program project

30 assisted under this act which has received funding for two or
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nore years shall include, as part of the core curriculumin the
next and succeedi ng years, instruction in nmathematics through
precal cul us, | aboratory science, foreign |anguage, conposition
and literature.

(d) Eligible participants.--Only secondary school students
in grade | evels nine through 12 are eligible to participate.
Section 5. Agreenent.

(a) GCeneral rule.--To be eligible for a grant under this
act, an institution of higher education shall enter into a
witten partnership agreenment with a | ocal educational agency.
The partnership may include busi nesses, |abor organizations,
pr of essi onal associ ati ons, conmunity-based organi zations, public
tel evision stations or other tel ecomunications entities, or
ot her public or private agencies or organi zations. Each entity
participating in the partnership shall sign the agreenent.

(b) Contents of agreenent.--The agreenent shall include the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Alisting of all participants in the partnership,
i ncluding a designation of the official representatives of
each entity participating in the partnership.
(2) A description of the responsibilities of each
partici pant in the partnership.
(3) Alisting of the resources to be contributed by each
partici pant in the partnership.
Section 6. Grant program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established a grant
programto inplenent the purposes of this act which is to be
adm ni stered by the secretary.

(b) Amount and use of grants.--The secretary shall make

grants under this act in amounts which are not |ess than
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$100, 000 and not nore than $500,000. A grant under this act may
be used by the partnership for prograns that are designed to do
t he foll ow ng:
(1) Use college students to tutor secondary school
students and inprove their basic academc skills or to
i nvol ve secondary school students in community service
| earni ng projects.
(2) Inprove the basic academ c skills of secondary
school students.
(3) Increase the understandi ng of specific subjects of
secondary school students.

(4) Inprove the opportunity to continue a program of
education after graduation for secondary school students.
(5) Increase the prospects for enpl oynent after

graduati on of secondary school students.
(c) Preferences.--1n nmaking grants under this act, the
secretary shall give a preference to any of the foll ow ng:
(1) Prograns which will serve predom nantly | owincone
school districts.
(2) Partnerships which will run progranms during the
regul ar school year and summer.
(3) Prograns which will serve the follow ng types of
students:
(i) Educationally disadvantaged students.
(ii) Students with disabilities.
(i) Potential dropouts.
(iv) Pregnant adol escents and teenage parents.
(v) Children of mgratory agricultural workers.
(vi) Students whose native | anguage i s other than

Engl i sh.
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(4) Prograns designed to encourage wonen and minorities
who are underrepresented in the fields of science and
mat hemati cs to pursue these fields.
(d) Duration.--Each grant awarded under this act may be
awarded for a period not to exceed five years.
Section 7. Grant application.
(a) Application required.--A partnership desiring to receive
a grant under this act shall submt an application to the
secretary, in the formand providing any information the
secretary, by regulation or rule, shall require.
(b) Contents of application.--The application shall include
t he foll ow ng:
(1) The partnership agreenment described in section 5.
(2) Alisting of the public and private nonprofit
secondary school or schools to be involved in the program
(3) A description of the activities and services for
whi ch assi stance i s sought.
(4) A description of the progranms to be devel oped and
operated by the partnership.
(5) Assurances to the secretary that the foll ow ng
guidelines wll be net:
(1) The partnership will establish a governing body
i ncludi ng one representative of each participant in the
part nershi p.
(ii) A local educational agency or institution of
hi gher education receiving funds under this act shall not
reduce its conbined fiscal effort per student or its
aggregat e expendi ture on educati on.
(i1i1) State funds will provide no nore than 90% of

the cost of the project in the first year, 80% of the
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cost in the second year and 70% of the cost in the third
year and any subsequent year.

(tv) In no case shall funds under a grant be used to
suppl ant non-State funds al ready avail abl e.

(c) Special rule.--The non-State share of grants awarded
under this act may be in cash or in kind fairly eval uated,
i ncl udi ng services, supplies or equipnent.

(d) Waiver.--The secretary may wai ve the nmatching
requi renent described in subsection (b)(5)(iii) for any eligible
partnership that denonstrates to the satisfaction of the
secretary a unique hardship that prevents conpliance with the
mat chi ng requi renent.

(e) Nunber of applications for grants and contracts.--The
secretary shall not limt the nunber of applications submtted
by an entity under any program aut horized under this act if the
addi tional applications describe prograns serving different
popul ati ons or canpuses.

Section 8. Application status.

The secretary shall informeach entity operating prograns
under this act regarding the status of their application for
continued funding at |east eight nonths prior to the expiration
of the grant or contract. The secretary, in the case of an
entity that is continuing to operate a successful program under
this act, shall ensure that the start-up date for a new grant or
contract for the programimedi ately follows the term nation of
a preceding grant or contract so that no interruption of funding
occurs for successful re-applicants. The secretary shall inform
each entity requesting assistance under this section for a new
programregarding the status of its application at |east eight

nmonths prior to the proposed start-up date of the program

19930H2283B2842 - 7 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Section 9. Qutreach.

(a) GCenerally.--The secretary shall conduct outreach
activities to ensure that entities eligible for assistance under
this act submt applications proposing prograns that serve | ow
i ncome school districts and eligible popul ati ons which have been
underserved by the prograns assisted under this act.

(b) Notice.--In carrying out the provisions of subsection
(a), the secretary shall notify the qualified entities of the
avai lability of assistance under this subsection not |ess than
120 days prior to the deadline for subm ssion of applications
under this act.

(c) Technical assistance.--The secretary shall provide
technical training to applicants for projects and prograns
aut hori zed under this act. The secretary shall give priority to
serving prograns and projects that serve | owinconme schoo
districts and eligible popul ati ons whi ch have been underserved
by the prograns assisted under this act. Technical training
activities shall include the provision of information on
aut hori zing | egislation, goals and objectives of the program
required activities, eligibility requirenents, application
process and deadl i nes, and assistance in the devel opnent of
program proposal s and the conpl eti on of program applications.
Al'l training shall be furnished at conveni ent geographic
| ocations to ensure that all areas of this Commonweal th with
| arge concentrations of eligible participants are served.

(d) Special rule.--The secretary may contract with eligible
entities to conduct the outreach activities described in this
secti on.

Section 10. Programreview.

(a) GCeneral.--For the purpose of inproving the operation of
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the prograns and projects assisted under this act, the secretary
is authorized to make grants to and enter into contracts with
institutions of higher education and other public and private
institutions and organi zations to evaluate the effectiveness of
t he vari ous prograns assisted under this act in neeting the

pur poses of this act.

(b) Content.--The eval uations described in subsection (a)
shall identify institutional, conmunity and program practices
particularly effective in increasing the access of | owincone
i ndi vidual s and first-generation college students to
post secondary education, and ensuring success in postsecondary
educati on.

(c) Results.--1n order to inprove program effectiveness, the
results of the ongoing eval uations described in subsection (a)
shall be dissem nated by the secretary to the prograns assisted
under this act, to individuals concerned with the postsecondary
access and retention of |owincone individuals and first-
generation college students and to the General Assenbly.

Section 11. Appropriation.

The sum of $1, 500,000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Education
for the fiscal year July 1, 1994, to June 30, 1995, to carry out
the provisions of this act.

Section 12. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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