PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2589 PRINTER S NO. 4238

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2102 5%

| NTRODUCED BY CESSAR, | TKIN, PETRONE, PISTELLA, STABACK, MCALL,
ROONEY, FAJT, LAUB, LEH, SATHER, M LLER, TRELLO, KI NG
M HALI CH, LAUGHLI N, BELFANTI, FARVER, THOVAS, TRI CH, PRESTON,
DERMODY, MERRY, KASUNI C AND Cl VERA, OCTOBER 6, 1993

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 3, 1994
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AN ACT
Est abl i shi ng a—self—help—elearinghouse THE SELF- HELP
CLEARI NGHOUSE wi t hin the Department of Public Wl fare; and
adding to the powers and duties of the Departnent of Public
Vel f are.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
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17 Seetion—4—FEfectivedate-

18 Fhts—act—shatt—takeetfeect+n60-—days—

19 SECTION 1. SHORT TI TLE.

20 TH S ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE Cl TED AS THE SELF- HELP
21 CLEARI NGHOUSE ACT.

22 SECTION 2. PURPCSE.

23 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FI NDS AND DECLARES AS FOLLOWS

24 (1) THAT A NEED EXI STS TO PROVI DE ACCESS TO SELF- HELP
25 CROUPS FOR EVERY CI TI ZEN OF THI S COVWONVEALTH WHO | S FACI NG
26 AN OVERWHELM NG PROBLEM | SOLATED AND ALONE. THI S ACCESS CAN
27 BE PROVI DED THROUGH A SELF- HELP CLEARI NGHOUSE

28 (2) SELF-HELP GROUPS PROVI DE MUTUAL SUPPORT FOR

29 I NDI VI DUALS AND FAM LI ES SHARI NG A COVON PRCBLEM Sl TUATI ON,
30 CHARACTERI STI C CR CONDI TI ON, | NCLUDI NG ABUSE, ADDI CTI ON,
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BEREAVEMENT, DI SABI LI TIES, HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH MENTAL

RETARDATI ON, PARENTI NG AND LI FE SI TUATI ONS.

(3) SELF-HELP GROUPS ARE OFTEN HI DDEN AND NOT AVAI LABLE

TO I NDI VI DUALS | N NEED OR PROFESSI ONALS TRYI NG TO ASSI ST.

(4) SELF-HELP CGROUPS FOSTER | NNOVATI VE AND COST-

EFFECTI VE HEALTH AND WELFARE SERVI CES IN THI S COMVONVEALTH

VWH CH WLL REDUCE THE NEED TO UTI LI ZE THE TREATMENT SYSTEM

AND DEVELOP AND STRENGIHEN COVMUNI TY SUPPORT.

(5) THERE IS | NCREASI NG SCI ENTI FI C EVI DENCE THAT SELF-

HELP GROUPS CAN DRAMATI CALLY REDUCE HOSPI TAL STAYS, REDUCE

EMOTI ONAL TRAUVA AND GENERALLY | NCREASE QUALI TY OF LI FE.
SECTI ON 3. DEFI NI TI ONS.

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

"CLEARI NGHOUSE. " THE SELF- HELP CLEARI NGHOUSE CREATED UNDER
SECTI ON 4.

" DEPARTMENT. " THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C VELFARE OF THE
COMVONVEAL TH.

SECTI ON 4. CREATI ON OF CLEARI NGHOUSE.

THE SELF- HELP CLEARI NGHOUSE | S HEREBY CREATED. | T SHALL
FUNCTI ON UNDER THE SUPERVI S| ON OF THE DEPARTMENT.

SECTION 5. DUTI ES OF DEPARTMENT.

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HAVE THE POANER AND | TS DUTY SHALL BE TO
ESTABLI SH THE CLEARI NGHOUSE AND PREPARE GUI DELI NES FOR THE
OPERATI ON OF THE CLEARI NGHOUSE.

SECTI ON 6. RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES OF CLEARI NGHOUSE.

RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES OF THE CLEARI NGHOUSE MAY | NCLUDE ANY OF THE

FOLLOW NG
(1) COLLECTI NG ORGANI ZI NG, MAI NTAI NI NG AND
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1 DI SSEM NATI NG SELF- HELP GROUP | NFORVATI ON THROUGH A
2 COVPUTERI ZED RESOURCE SYSTEM

3 (2) PROVIDI NG | MVEDI ATE AND DI RECT RESPONSES TO BOTH

4 Cl TI ZEN AND PROFESSI ONAL | NQUI RI ES ABOUT SELF- HELP GROUPS

5 THROUGH A TOLL- FREE TELEPHONE SERVI CE.

6 (3) PUBLI SHI NG AND DI STRI BUTI NG MANUALS, NEWBLETTERS,

7 DI RECTORI ES AND OTHER MATERI ALS ON SELF- HELP ACTIVITIES I N
8 THI' S COVMONWEALTH.

9 (4) ASSI STING | N THE DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATI ON OF LOCAL
10 SELF- HELP GROUPS W THI N THI' S COWONEALTH BY PROVI DI NG

11 TECHNI CAL Al D TO COMMUNI TI ES WHI CH MAY | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT
12 LIM TED TO, THE FOLLOW NG

13 (1) CONSULTATI ON.

14 (11) TRAIN NG

15 (111) TECHNI CAL ADVI CE.

16 SECTION 7. EFFECTI VE DATE.

17 THI'S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT JULY 1, 1995.
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