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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2079 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MELI O, FEE, FAJT, COY, CAPPABI ANCA, COLAI ZZQ
OLASZ, M HALI CH, CURRY, FICHTER, TRELLO M CQOZZIE, ROONEY,
BELFANTI, TRICH, G G.I OI'TI AND CORRI GAN, OCTOBER 4, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, OCTOBER 4, 1993
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AN ACT
Amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, providing for personal watercraft safety; providing
for the successful conpletion of a personal watercraft
education course and for other requirenents for the operation
of personal watercraft; providing for additional duties of
t he Pennsyl vani a Fi sh and Boat Comm ssion; and providing for
enforcenent and penalties.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Part IIl of Title 30 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a chapter to read:
CHAPTER 57
PERSONAL WATERCRAFT SAFETY
Sec.
5701. Definitions.
5702. Certificate required.
5703. Personal watercraft safety education.
5704. Certificate.

5705. Qperation of personal watercraft.

5706. Order to take safety course.



§ 5701. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Personal watercraft.” A vessel less than 16 feet in |length
whi ch:

(1) uses an inboard internal conbustion engi ne powering
a water jet punp as its prinmary source of notive propul sion;
and

(2) is designed to be operated by a person sitting,
standi ng or kneeling in other than the conventional nmanner of
boat operati on.

§ 5702. Certificate required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a personal
wat ercraft on the waters of this Commonweal th without possessing
a valid certificate issued under this chapter or w thout neeting
t he personal watercraft operational requirenents of this
chapter. This certificate shall be produced upon demand of a
wat erways conservation officer or other |aw enforcenent agent.

8§ 5703. Personal watercraft safety education.

The conmi ssion shall:

(1) Promulgate regulations that establish criteria for a
course of instruction in personal watercraft safety
educati on.

(2) Coordinate a Statew de program of personal
wat ercraft safety instruction and certification and ensure
that a course of personal watercraft safety is available in
each county wherever possible.

(3) Issue a wallet-size certificate of personal

wat ercraft safety to a person who passes a conmm ssi on-
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prescri bed course in personal watercraft safety or qualifies

for an exenption.

(4) Approve alternative sources of instruction which may

i nclude, but are not limted to, any political subdivision,

| aw enf orcenent agency, public or nonpublic school, firm

group, association or natural person.

(5) Provide printed materials for persons taking the
cour se.
(6) Maintain records of certificates.
(7) Replace | ost or destroyed certificates.
(8) Establish such fees as may be necessary to inpl enent
and adm ni ster courses of instruction.
§ 5704. Certificate.

(a) Validity.--The certificate of personal watercraft safety
shall be valid for a lifetine unless restricted under section
5706 (relating to order to take safety course).

(b) Exenptions.--The conm ssion nay exenpt certain persons
fromhaving to fulfill the course and exam requirenent based on
rel ated safety know edge as acquired through other Coast Guard
certification. A certificate shall be issued upon request for
t he exenpted individual.

8§ 5705. Operation of personal watercraft.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An operator of a personal watercraft
shall neet the foll ow ng requirenents:

(1) Possess a certificate of personal watercraft safety.
(2) Be 15 years of age or ol der.

(b) Penalty.--A violation of this section constitutes a
sunmmary of fense puni shable by a fine of $100.
§ 5706. Order to take safety course.

(a) Oder.--The commi ssion nmay order a person to
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successfully conplete a course in personal watercraft safety in
the foll ow ng situations:
(1) Were a person is convicted of two water safety
violations within any two-year period.
(2) Were a person is convicted of violating any of the
fol | ow ng:
(1) Section 5501(a) or (b) (relating to reckless and

negl i gent operation of watercraft).
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(i1i) Section 5502 (relating to operating watercraft
10 under influence of al cohol or controlled substance).

11 (b) Oder in addition to any other sentence.--An order of
12 the comm ssion under subsection (a) shall be in addition to any
13 other sentence inposed by the court.

14 Section 2. This act shall take effect in one year.
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