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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 588 *u&”

| NTRODUCED BY EVANS, DeWEESE, LINTON, KASUNI C, FLICK, KUKOVI CH
SANTONI, LLOYD, WOZNI AK, LUCYK, CAPPABI ANCA, SCRI MENTI
HANNA, COY, STISH, MCALL, TRELLO MJUNDY, LAUGHLI N, BUSH,
CORRI GAN, FREEMAN, STURLA, BUXTON, ROBI NSON, STETLER, ARGALL,
SAURMAN, LEVDANSKY, LaGROTTA, TIGUE, MARKOSEK, MELI G
BELFANTI, JAMES, PISTELLA, BLAUM M HALICH, SURRA, TRI CH
THOMAS, GORDNER, ROONEY, LEE, JOSEPHS, HUGHES, STEELMAN AND
GERLACH, MARCH 15, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, MARCH 15, 1993
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AN ACT

Provi di ng deadlines for budgetary actions by the Ceneral
Assenbly; and inposing certain sanctions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Budget Reform
Act .

Section 2. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly that this act
pronote the tinely passage of the annual State budget and
broaden the opportunities for participation in the budget
process by all menbers of the General Assenbly.

Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Bal anced budget." A budget that sets forth in detail:

(1) The amounts to be appropriated to the Ceneral
Assenbly, the Judicial Departnment, the Governor and the
several administrative departnents, boards and comm ssi ons of
the State governnment, and to institutions within this
Commonweal th, and for all public purposes, classified by
department or agency and by program including those
institutions covered under section 30 of Article Ill of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania. Total appropriations, including
executive authorizations, fromany fund shall not exceed the
estimated revenues or receipts fromthat fund as defined in
par agr aph (2).

(2) The total estimated revenues or receipts avail able
fromall current and proposed sources for Federal
appropriations, including executive authorizations, fromthe
CGeneral Fund, for State appropriations, including executive
aut hori zations, fromthe General Fund and for appropriations,
i ncl udi ng executive authorizations, made by the General
Assenbly from any ot her funds.

Section 4. Required budget introduction.

No |later than the third week of May, the Majority Leader and
the Mnority Leader of the Senate or the majority chair or
mnority chair of the Appropriations Conmittee of the Senate and
the Mpjority Leader and the Mnority Leader of the House of
Representatives or the majority chair or mnority chair of the
Appropriations Conmttee of the House of Representatives shal
introduce, jointly or separately, a bal anced budget along with
any | egislation concerning proposals for new revenues and

receipts included in the total estinmated revenues or receipts.
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Section 5. Initial passage of proposed budget.

No | ater than June 7, the Senate and the House of
Representati ves shall each be required to pass a bal anced budget
along with any | egislation concerning proposals for new revenues
and receipts included in the total estimted revenues or
receipts.

Section 6. Budgetary limtation on conference conmttees.

(a) Meeting.--No conmittee of conference on the budget for
the ensuing fiscal year can neet until both chanbers have passed
a bal anced budget bill along with any | egislation concerning
proposal s for new revenues and receipts as required under
section 5.

(b) Budget report.--The report of the Cormittee of
Conf erence on the budget for the ensuing fiscal year may not be
brought to a final vote in either chanmber until 24 hours after
the report has been signed.

(c) Revenue report.--The report of the Conmittee of
Conf erence on any revenue-raising bill may not be brought to a
final vote in either chanmber until 24 hours after the report has
been si gned.

Section 7. Final passage and certification.

No | ater than June 30, the CGeneral Assenbly shall finally
pass a bal anced budget and all |egislation necessary for the
i npl enentation of the budget. The Majority Leader and the
Mnority Leader of the Senate and the Majority Leader and the
Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives shall certify to
the President pro tenpore of the Senate and to the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives that |egislative authorization has
passed for the expenditure of all funds appropriated in the

passed budget.
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Section 8. Sanctions.

(a) Failure to conply with section 4.--1n the event that the
presiding officer of either chanber has determ ned that the
Majority Leader or the Mnority Leader of the Senate or the
Majority Leader or the Mnority Leader of the House of
Representatives by the third week of May has not conplied with
the requirenments of section 4, then the operating accounts of
that | eader's caucus of the General Assenbly shall be suspended
so that no noneys can be expended from such operating accounts
until the requirenments of section 4 are net without regard to
dat e.

(b) Failure to conply with section 5.--In the event that the
presiding officer of either chanber has determ ned that the
Senate or the House of Representatives by June 7 has not
conplied with the requirenents of section 5, then the operating
accounts of that chanmber shall be suspended so that no noneys
can be expended from such operating accounts until the
requi renents of section 5 are nmet without regard to date.

(c) Failure to conply with section 7.--1n the event that a
bal anced budget is not passed and the certification required
under section 7 is not made by June 30, the operating accounts
of the General Assenbly shall be suspended so that no nobneys can
be expended from such accounts until such requirenents have been
met wi thout regard to date.

(d) Definition.--As used in this section, the term
"operating account” means any account or portion of an account
used for, but not limted to, expenditures for any and al
personnel costs for elected nenbers or enpl oyees, operating
expenses and the purchase of fixed assets.

Section 9. Rules and procedures.
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1 Each chanber of the General Assenbly shall adopt rules and
2 procedures necessary to inplenent this |egislation.

3 Section 10. Effective date.
4

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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