PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 609 PRINTER S NO. 3129

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 558 &

| NTRODUCED BY TRI CH, KUKOVI CH, VEON, LAUGHLIN, MELI O, PRESTON
FLI CK, PESCI, MCALL, ULI ANA, HERVAN, RAYMOND, STURLA,
BELFANTI , FREEMAN, CORRI GAN, GERLACH, BATTI STO, DeLUCA
DALEY, BUNT, MUNDY, G GIOITI, TRELLO, HALUSKA, HARLEY,
CURRY, J. TAYLOR, PISTELLA, SAYLOR, KIRKLAND, WOZNI AK,

ROONEY, JOSEPHS, HUGHES, STEELMAN AND MASLAND, MARCH 15, 1993

AS REPORTED FROM COVMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JANUARY 31, 1994
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AN ACT

Requiring police departnents to adopt and follow a donestic
vi ol ence response policy.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Donestic
Vi ol ence Response Policy Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Donestic violence.”" The occurrence of one or nore of the
foll owing acts between fam |y or househol d nenbers, sexual or
intimate partners or persons who share biol ogi cal parenthood:

(1) Attenpting to cause or intentionally, know ngly or
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reckl essly causing bodily injury, serious bodily injury,

rape, spousal sexual assault or involuntary devi ate sexual

intercourse with or without a deadly weapon.

(2) Placing by physical nenace another in fear of
i mm nent serious bodily injury.

(3) The infliction of false inprisonment pursuant to 18
Pa.C.S. 8 2903 (relating to false inprisonnent).

(4) Physically or sexually abusing m nor children, as
defined in 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to child protective
services).

"Police departnent.” Any public agency of a political
subdi vi si on having general police powers and charged w th naking
arrests in connection with the enforcenment of the crimnal |aws.

"Police officer.” Any full-time or part-tine enployee of a
city, borough, town, township or county police departnent
assigned to crimnal |aw enforcenent duties. The term does not
i ncl ude persons enpl oyed to check parking neters or auxiliary or
fire police.

Section 3. Donestic violence response policy required.

(a) Requirenent inposed.--Each police departnment in this
Commonweal th shall adopt a witten policy establishing
gui delines and policies to be foll owed by police officers and
rel ated personnel involved in the police response to donmestic
viol ence calls.

(b) Model for policy.--The policy adopted under subsection
(a) shall be consistent with the Mddel Protocol For Police
Response (to) Donestic Viol ence devel oped by the Attorney
CGeneral's Fam |y Violence Task Force and with 18 Pa.C. S. § 2711
(relating to probable cause arrests in donmestic violence cases).

Section 4. Adherence to policy.
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1 Police officers responding to domestic violence calls shal

2 adhere to the policy adopted by their departnent under section

3 3.

4 Section 5. Report required.

5 ¥ e : | | . ol ] -
6 shatt—conplete—a—wittenreport—eoncernng—theecabt—

7 POLI CE OFFI CERS WHO RESPOND TO DOVESTI C VI OLENCE CALLS SHALL <—
8 COWLETE AND SUBM T WRI TTEN REPORTS TO THElI R RESPECTI VE PCLI CE

9 DEPARTMENTS CONCERNI NG THE CALLS. THE | DENTI TY OF ANY PARTY

10 NAMED IN A REPORT SHALL NOT BE DI SCLOSED EXCEPT FOR LAW

11 ENFORCEMENT PURPCSES.

12 Section 6. Effective date.

13 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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