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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 427 5%

| NTRODUCED BY KUKOVI CH, VEON, THOVAS, BELARDI, STURLA,
VAN HORNE, PRESTON, M HALI CH, BELFANTI, BUXTON, JAROLIN
TRELLO, YANDRI SEVI TS, BUNT, BLAUM STETLER, COWELL, FREENAN,
HANNA, PI STELLA, LEVDANSKY, M COHEN, DeLUCA, PESCI, HALUSKA,
M CHLOVI C, FAJT, MJUNDY, LAUGHLI N, BATTISTO W LLI AMS AND
Rl CHARDSON, FEBRUARY 10, 1993

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, FEBRUARY 10, 1993
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AN ACT

Providing for the establishnment, inplenmentation and

adm nistration of a Head Start Suppl enmental Assistance

Program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Head Start
Suppl emrent al Assi st ance Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Project Head Start, a 25-year-old Federal program
has been successful in preparing | owincome preschool
children for integration into existing schol astic prograns.

(2) By concentrating energies in the areas of educati on,

heal t h, social services and parental involvenent, Project

Head Start has prevented future social costs by correcting or
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detecting a problemat its earliest and nost easily sol ved

st age.

(3) Notw thstandi ng these outstandi ng achi evenents,
Project Head Start is currently estimated to be reaching only
55% of all eligible children within this Conmonweal t h.

(4) It is intended, through this legislative initiative,
that a supplenental financial assistance program be
established which will assist existing Head Start providers
to expand facilities and Head Start services to care for
additional eligible | owinconme children.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

Section 4. Head Start Suppl enental Assistance Program

(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall, after consultation
with the Departnent of Public Welfare and the Departnent of
Heal t h, establish, inplenent and adm ni ster a program consi st ent
with Federal Head Start standards to provide, by nmeans of grants
or the purchase of service contracts, supplenental financial
assi stance to the existing providers of Federal Head Start
services to enable themto provide additional Head Start
services to other eligible | owinconme children.

(b) Criteria.--The departnent, in awardi ng grants or
entering into contracts with existing Head Start providers,
shall apply the following criteria:

(1) The provider's ability to expand staff, space and

services to acconmmpdat e addi ti onal chil dren.
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(2) The provider's ability to provide 20% of the
approved costs of the progranms or activities assisted under
this act from non-Federal and non-State sources. This 20%
contribution may be in cash or in kind, fairly eval uated,

i ncludi ng plant, equi pnent or services.

(3) The provider's past performance in providing a
quality Head Start Programto its clients.

(4) The need for additional Head Start services in the
provider's area, where need is to be determ ned by the
percentage of eligible children who are not served in the
ar ea.

The departnent shall require the provider to neet the criteria
under paragraphs (1) and (2). Thereafter, the departnent shal
bal ance these criteria, giving equal enphasis to each one.

(c) Adm nistration.--The departnent shall award the grants
or enter into contracts and may adm ni ster the Head Start
Suppl emrent al Assi stance Program or may contract with the Federal
regional office to adm nister the grant or contract with the
exi sting Head Start provider.

Section 5. Amount of suppl enental assistance.

The departnent shall not award grants or enter into purchase
of service contracts in excess of $5,000,000 for fiscal year
1993-1994.

Section 6. Rules and regul ations.

The departnent shall pronulgate the rules and regul ati ons
that are necessary to establish, inplenment and adm ni ster the
Head Start Suppl enental Assistance Program
Section 7. Expiration.

This act shall expire June 30, 1994, unl ess extended by the
General Assenbly.
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1 Section 8. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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