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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 404 5
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” restricting canpai gn fundraising for certain
candi dat es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1621 of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, is
anmended by addi ng subsections to read:

Section 1621. Definitions.--As used in this article, the
foll owi ng words have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

* * %

(n) The words "el ection cycle" shall nean, in the case of a

candi date for office of Senator, fromJanuary 1 through Decenber
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31 of the year in which the senatorial prinmry and gener al

el ections occur; in the case of a candidate for office of

Representative, from January 1 through Decenber 31 of each even-

nunbered vear; and in the case of a special election, fromthe

date a vacancy is declared to the end of the year in which the

speci al el ecti on occurs.

(0) The words "local individual resident" shall nean an

i ndi vidual who resides in a candidate's senatorial or

| egi sl ative district.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1633. 1. Limtati ons on Contri butions.--(a) During

an el ection cycle, a candidate for the office of Senator or

Representative in the General Assenbly may not accept

contri butions from persons, other than | ocal individual

residents and political party organi zati ons, the total of which

exceeds the total of contributions accepted from|l ocal

i ndi vidual residents and political party organi zati ons.

(b) (1) A candidate who accepts a contri buti on that exceeds

the limtati ons under subsection (a) by five (5) per cent or

| ess shall refund any excess contri bution to the person who nade

the contri buti on.

(2) A candidate who accepts a contri buti on that exceeds the

limtati on under subsection (a) by nore than five (5) per cent,

but | ess than ten (10) per cent, shall pay to the Secretary of

the Commonweal th, for deposit in the General Fund, an anobunt

equal to three (3) tines the amount of any excess contri buti on.

(3) A candidate who accepts a contri buti on that exceeds the

limtati on under subsection (a) by ten (10) per cent or npre

shall pay to the Secretary of the Commponweal th, for deposit in

the General Fund, an anpbunt equal to three (3) tines the anpunt
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of any excess contribution plus a civil penalty in an anpbunt not

to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000), as determ ned by the

Secretary of the Commpnweal t h.

Section 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 1994, or
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i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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