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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1444 =35

I NTRODUCED BY MUSTO, REI BVAN, BRI GHTBI LL, MELLOW JONES,
SALVATORE, O PAKE, BELAN, STAPLETON, SCHWARTZ, PORTERFI ELD
VENGER, HART, BODACK, GREENWOOD, FI SHER, ANDREZESKI AND
DAW DA, NOVEMBER 22, 1991

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON CONSERVATI ON, HOUSE OF
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AN ACT
Provi ding for environmental education prograns; providing for

further duties of the Departnent of Education and the

Depart ment of Environnmental Resources; PROVI DI NG FOR THE <—

OFFI CE OF CI Tl ZEN ADVOCATE FOR THE ENVI RONMVENT | N THE

DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES; PROVI DI NG FOR THE

PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE; and providing for the

di sposition of a portion of certain fines and penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Environnental
Educati on AND Cl TI ZEN ADVOCATE FOR THE ENVI RONVENT Act. <—
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Section 27 of Article | of the Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a states that: "The people have a right to clean

air, pure water, and to the preservation of the natural,

scenic, historic and esthetic values of the environnent.
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Pennsyl vani a's public natural resources are the conmon
property of all the people, including generations yet to
cone. As trustee of these resources, the Commonweal t h shal
conserve and maintain themfor the benefit of all the
peopl e. "

(2) The State Board of Education has recogni zed the
study of the environnment as an essential conponent of basic
education for graduating students. The regul ati ons of the
board which pertain to curriculumidentify the know edge and
under st andi ng of the environnment as one of the goals of a
qual ity educati on.

(3) A quality education should provide each student with
knowl edge of natural and human resources, an understandi ng of
geographi ¢ environnments, know edge of the interrelationships
and i nterdependence of natural and human systens, the
devel opnent of personal environmental attitudes and val ues,

t he devel opnment of environnental problem solving and
managenent skills and know edge of and appropriate uses of
energy.

(4) The Department of Environnmental Resources has a
responsibility to help the public understand the
environmental laws as well as the roles of individuals,
groups, institutions, industry and governnent in finding
solutions to this Cormonweal th's environnental problens and
t he prevention of new probl ens.

(5) The third week of COctober is recognized each year as
"Pennsyl vani a Environnental Education Wek" as a neans to
pronot e environnmental education.

(6) The 20th Anniversary cel ebration of "Earth Day"

heral ded the 1990's as the "Decade of the Environment." In
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1 order to nmeet the challenges of this decade, citizens of this
2 Commonweal th wi Il need the background, values and skills to
3 make i nformed decisions as consunmers and voters to help

4 protect the environnment and prevent pollution.

5 (7) It is the policy of this Compnweal th that

6 envi ronnmental education is critically inportant to pronote a
7 citizenry which has the ability to make personal lifestyle

8 choices to help pronote a healthy environnment and an

9 under st andi ng of the functioning of the natural world and the
10 necessity for environnmental protection and sound resource

11 managenent .

12 Section 3. Legislative purpose.

13 It is the purpose of this act to:

14 (1) authorize and require the Departnent of Education
15 and the Departnent of Environnental Resources to devel op and
16 i mpl enment environnmental education prograns for the citizens
17 of this Commonweal t h;

18 (2) encourage the environnmental education efforts of

19 ot her agenci es where appropriate, including, but not limted
20 to, those of the county conservation districts, the
21 Pennsyl vani a Fi sh and Boat Comm ssion, the Ganme Conmi ssi on,
22 t he Pennsyl vania Energy O fice, the Departnent of Comrerce,
23 t he Departnent of Community Affairs, the Departnent of
24 CGeneral Services and the Department of Transportation; and
25 (3) create and establish the Advisory Council on
26 Envi ronment al Education within the Departnent of Education.
27 SECTION 4. DEFI NI TI ONS.
28 THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL

29 HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM IN TH' S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
30 CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:
19910S1444B2514 - 3 -
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"ADVOCATE." THE CI TI ZEN ADVOCATE FOR THE ENVI RONMENT.
"CITIZEN." A RESI DENT OF TH S COMWONWEALTH, WHO I S 18 YEARS
OF AGE OR OLDER
"DEPARTMENT. "  THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES OF
THE COVMONVEALTH
"OFFICE." THE OFFI CE OF ClI TI ZEN ADVOCATE FOR THE
ENVI RONIVENT.
Section 4 5. Powers and duties of Departnent of Education. <—
The Departnent of Education shall have the follow ng powers
and duti es:

(1) To conduct a periodic assessnent of school - based
envi ronnmental education in this Commonwealth.

(2) To provide assistance, support and resource
information to educators and public and private education
agenci es and organi zati ons on environnmental education
progr ans.

(3) To identify, recognize and establish awards for
exenpl ary environnmental education curricula devel oped in
Commonweal t h school s.

(4) To ensure that school s devel op nechani sns for
assessing the | earning outconmes for the Environnental Goal of
Qual ity Education (in accordance with 22 Pa. Code Ch. 5
(relating to curriculumrequirenents)).

Section 5 6. Powers and duties of Departnent of Environnental <—
Resour ces.
The Departnent of Environnmental Resources shall have the
foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To conduct a periodic assessnent of the status of

envi ronnment al education taking place in the nonformal sector

(outside of the classroonm) in this Commonweal t h.
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(2) To maintain an inventory of environnental education
mat eri al s, prograns and resources avail able in Commonweal t h
agenci es.

(3) To use the departnent’'s environnmental education
centers as outreach facilities to bring youth and adult
education prograns into communities and schools, focusing on
envi ronnment al issues of inportance to the Commonweal t h.

(4) To provide such grants as the Secretary of
Envi ronment al Resources after consultation with the Secretary
of Education shall, in his discretion, approve to the
following: public and private schools for youth environmnental
education; conservation and educati on organi zati ons and
institutions for the purposes of providing environnental
education training to teachers; county conservation
districts; and Bureau of State Parks Environnental Education
Program

(5) To prepare a guidance docunent, in consultation with
the Secretary of Education, for adm nistering the grants. The
departnment shall make the docunent available for public
review and comment by publication in the Pennsyl vania

Bul | eti n.

Section 6 7. Environnental Education Report. <—

The Secretary of Education and the Secretary of Environmental

Resources shall prepare a periodic report to the Governor and
the General Assenbly outlining environnmental education prograns
and achi evenents, highlighting newinitiatives and recomendi ng
future program needs.

Section # 8. Advisory Council on Environnmental Education. <—

(a) Duties.--There is hereby created an Advisory Council on

30 Environmental Education within the Departnent of Education. The
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advi sory council shall:

(1) Make recomrendations to the Secretary of Education
and the Secretary of Environnmental Resources with respect to
the use of any funds used to support environnmental education
activities.

(2) Advise and assist the Secretary of Education and the
Secretary of Environmental Resources in carrying out
envi ronment al education activities.

(3) Advise and assist the Secretary of Education and the
Secretary of Environmental Resources in conducting a
continual assessnent of the trends and needs in environnental
educati on.

(4) WMake recomrendations to the Secretary of Education
and the Secretary of Environnmental Resources to help foster
envi ronnment al educati on prograrns.

(5) Make recomrendations to the Secretary of
Envi ronnment al Resources on the distribution of avail able
grant noneys.

(b) Conposition.--Council nenbership shall consist of 13
persons, six appointed by the Secretary of Education, six
appoi nted by the Secretary of Environnmental Resources and one
appoi nted by the Chancellor of the State System of Hi gher
Education, and shall represent a diversity of backgrounds,

i ncl udi ng basi c and hi gher education, industry, resource
managenent, citizens and public interest organizations.

(c) Appointnment, ternms and expenses.--The 13 council nenbers
shall be appointed for five-year terns. The initial termof four
of the council nmenbers shall be for one year, the initial term
of four nenbers shall be for three years, and the initial term

of the remai nder shall be for five years. A nenber nmay be
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appoi nted for nore than one termand shall serve until a
successor has been appoi nted. Menbers shall not be conpensated
but shall be reinbursed for actual expenses in accordance wth
the rules of the Executive Board.

(d) Oficers and byl aws.--The council shall convene at | east
bi annual Iy, shall elect a chairperson and a vice-chairperson to
serve a one-year term and shall adopt bylaws for governing its
oper at i ons.

(e) Staff.--The Secretary of Education shall designate such
staff as may be necessary for the operation of the council.
Section 8—~Funding— 9. ENVI RONVENTAL EDUCATI ON FUND. <—

There is hereby created a special nonlapsing fund in the
State Treasury to be known as the Environnmental Education Fund.
An anount equal to 5% of the noneys collected annually from
fines and penalties deposited in special funds or restricted
revenue accounts adm nistered by the Departnment of Environnental
Resources shall be deposited in this fund. This annual
al I ocati on anount shall be based upon the anmobunts collected in
the previous fiscal year. Al noneys placed in the fund and the
interest it accrues are hereby appropriated, upon authorization
by the Governor, to the Departnent of Environnmental Resources to
acconplish the purposes of this act. Beginning in fiscal year
1992-1993, and each year thereafter, noneys appropriated to the
departnment under this section shall not affect and are in
addition to funding for environnmental education prograns
adm ni stered by the departnent and the Departnent of Education
that are in existence prior to passage of this act.

SECTI ON 10. OFFICE OF Cl Tl ZEN ADVOCATE FOR THE ENVI RONMENT. <—

(A) OFFI CE ESTABLI SHED. - - THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED W THI N
THE DEPARTMENT THE OFFI CE OF Cl TI ZEN ADVOCATE FOR THE

19910S1444B2514 - 7 -
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ENVI RONVENT TO REPRESENT THE | NTERESTS OF CI TI ZENS BEFORE THE
DEPARTMENT.

(B) APPO NTMENT. - - THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPO NT A CI Tl ZEN
ADVOCATE FOR THE ENVI RONVENT, WH CH APPO NTMENT SHALL BE SUBJECT
TO THE APPROVAL OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO THE
SENATE. THE ADVOCATE SHALL SERVE UNTIL A SUCCESSOR | S APPO NTED
AND QUALI FI ED.

(© QUALI FI CATI ONS. - - THE ADVOCATE SHALL BE A PERSON VWHO, BY
REASON OF TRAI NI NG EXPERI ENCE AND ATTAI NMENT, 1S QUALI FIED TO
REPRESENT THE | NTERESTS OF CI TI ZENS. COWVPENSATI ON SHALL BE SET
BY THE EXECUTI VE BOARD.

(D) CGENERAL RESTRI CTI ONS. - - THE ADVOCATE SHALL NOT ENGAGE I N
ANY BUSI NESS, VOCATI ON OR OTHER EMPLOYMENT, OR HAVE OTHER
| NTERESTS | NCONSI STENT W TH H'S OFFI CI AL RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES, NOR
SHALL HE SEEK OR ACCEPT EMPLOYMENT W TH NOR RENDER BENEFI CI AL
SERVI CES FOR COVPENSATI ON FOR ANY " PERSON' OR " CORPORATI ON, " AS
DEFINED IN 66 PA.C.S. § 102 ( RELATING TO DEFI NI TI ONS), SUBJECT
TO THE AUTHORI TY OF THE PENNSYLVANI A PUBLI C UTI LI TY COW SSI ON
DURI NG THE TENURE OF HI' S APPO NTMENT AND FOR A PERI OD OF ONE
YEAR AFTER THE APPO NTMENT | S SERVED OR TERM NATED.

(E) POLITICAL OFFI CE RESTRI CTI ONS. - - THE ADVOCATE SHALL NOT
SEEK ELECTI ON NOR ACCEPT APPO NTMENT TO ANY PUBLI C OFFI CE DURI NG
H S TENURE AS ADVOCATE AND FOR A PERI GD OF ONE YEAR AFTERWARD.

(F) SECRETARY OF ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES RESTRI CTI ONS. - - THE
SECRETARY OF ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES SHALL HAVE ADM NI STRATI VE
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES FOR THE OFFI CE, BUT SHALL NOT BE RESPONSI BLE,

I N ANY MANNER, FOR THE POLI CI ES, PROCEDURES OR OTHER SUBSTANTI VE
MATTERS DEVELOPED BY THE OFFI CE | N CARRYI NG OQUT I TS DUTI ES UNDER
TH' 'S ACT TO REPRESENT CI Tl ZENS.

SECTI ON 11. ASSI STANT ADVOCATES; EMPLOYEES.
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THE ADVOCATE, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE SECRETARY OF
ENVI RONVENTAL RESOURCES, SHALL APPO NT ATTORNEYS AS ASSI STANT
ADVOCATES, AND SUCH ADDI TI ONAL CLERI CAL, TECHNI CAL AND
PROFESSI ONAL STAFF AS MAY BE APPROPRI ATE, AND MAY CONTRACT FOR

1

2

3

4

5 SUCH ADDI TI ONAL SERVI CES AS SHALL BE NECESSARY FOR THE

6 PERFORMANCE OF HI'S FUNCTI ON. THE COVPENSATI ON OF ASSI STANT

7 ADVOCATES AND CLERI CAL, TECHNI CAL AND PROFESSI ONAL STAFF SHALL
8 BE SET BY THE EXECUTI VE BOARD. NO ASSI STANT ADVOCATE OR OTHER
9 STAFF EMPLOYEE SHALL, VWH LE SERVING I N THE POSI TI ON, ENGAGE I N
10 ANY BUSI NESS, VOCATI ON OR OTHER EMPLOYMENT, OR HAVE OTHER

11 I NTERESTS | NCONSI STENT WTH H S OFFI Cl AL RESPONSI BI LI TI ES.

12 SECTION 12. POANERS AND DUTI ES OF ADVOCATE.

13 (A) REPRESENTI NG | NTERESTS OF CI TI ZENS. --1 N ADDI TI ON TO ANY
14 OTHER AUTHORI TY CONFERRED BY THI S ACT, THE ADVOCATE | S

15 AUTHORI ZED, AND IT SHALL BE HI'S DUTY I N CARRYI NG OQUT H S

16 RESPONSI Bl LI TIES UNDER THI S ACT, TO REPRESENT THE | NTERESTS OF
17 C TIZENS AS A PARTY, OR OTHERW SE TO PARTI Cl PATE FOR THE PURPOSE
18 OF REPRESENTI NG THE | NTERESTS OF ClI Tl ZENS, BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT
19 I N ANY MATTER BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OR BEFORE ANY COURT OR
20 ACGENCY. THE ADVOCATE MAY | NI TI ATE SUCH PROCEEDI NGS AS IN HI S
21 JUDGVENT NMAY BE NECESSARY | N CONNECTI ON W TH ANY MATTER
22 | NVOLVI NG REGULATI ON BY THE DEPARTMENT OR THE CORRESPONDI NG
23 REGULATORY AGENCY OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, VWHETHER ON APPEAL
24 OR OTHERW SE.
25 (B) MONI TORI NG AND PARTI Cl PATI NG | N PROCEEDI NGS. - - THE
26 ADVOCATE MAY MONI TOR ALL CASES BEFORE CORRESPONDI NG REGULATORY
27 ACGENCI ES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, SUCH AS THE ENVI RONMENTAL
28 PROTECTI ON AGENCY, WH CH MAY | MPACT UPON THE | NTERESTS OF
29 COMMONVEALTH CI TI ZENS AND MAY FORVALLY PARTI Cl PATE I N THOSE
30 PROCEEDI NGS WHICH I N H' S JUDGVENT WARRANT PARTI Cl PATI ON.
19910S1444B2514 -9 -



(© EXERCI SE OF DI SCRETI ON. - - THE ADVOCATE MAY EXERCI SE
DI SCRETI ON I N DETERM NI NG THE | NTERESTS WH CH W LL BE ADVOCATED
I N ANY PARTI CULAR PROCEEDI NG AND | N DETERM NI NG WHETHER TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N OR | NI TI ATE ANY PARTI CULAR PROCEEDI NG | N MAKI NG

1

2

3

4

5 SUCH DETERM NATI ON, THE ADVOCATE SHALL CONSI DER THE PUBLI C

6 | NTEREST, THE RESOURCES AVAI LABLE AND THE SUBSTANTI ALI TY OF THE
7 EFFECT OF THE PROCEEDI NG ON THE | NTERESTS OF ClI TI ZENS. THE

8 ADVOCATE MAY REFRAIN FROM | NTERVENI NG WHEN, | N H S JUDGVENT,

9 [|INTERVENTI ON I'S NOT NECESSARY TO REPRESENT ADEQUATELY THE

10 I NTERESTS OF COMMONWEALTH Cl TI ZENS.

11 (D) ACTION UPON PETITION. --1N ADDI TI ON TO ANY OTHER

12 AUTHORI TY CONFERRED UPON HI M BY THI S ACT, THE ADVOCATE | S

13 AUTHORI ZED TO REPRESENT AN | NTEREST OF SMALL BUSI NESS CONSUMERS
14 PRESENTED TO HI M FOR CONSI DERATI ON UPON PETI TION I N VWRI TI NG BY
15 500 OR MORE CI TI ZENS. THE ADVOCATE SHALL NOTI FY THE PRI NCl PAL
16 SPONSORS OF ANY PETI TION OF THE ACTI ON TAKEN OR | NTENDED TO BE
17 TAKEN W TH RESPECT TO THE | NTEREST PRESENTED IN THE PETITION. IF
18 THE ADVOCATE DECLI NES OR IS UNABLE TO REPRESENT THE | NTEREST, HE
19 SHALL NOTI FY THE SPONSORS AND SHALL EXPLAI N THE REASONS FOR HI S
20 FAILURE TO ACT.
21 (E) NAME IN VWH CH ACTI ON | S BROUGHT. - - ANY ACTI ON BROUGHT BY
22 THE ADVOCATE BEFORE A COURT OR ANY AGENCY OF THI S COVMONWEALTH
23 SHALL BE BROUGHT IN THE NAME OF THE ADVOCATE. THE ADVOCATE MAY
24 NAME A CITI ZEN OR GROUP OF CI TI ZENS I N WHOSE NAME THE ACTI ON MAY
25 ALSO BE BROUGHT OR MAY JO N C TI ZENS I N BRI N@ NG THE ACTI ON.
26 (F) | SSUANCE OF WRI TTEN STATEMENT. - -1 F THE ADVOCATE
27 DETERM NES, | N ACCORDANCE W TH APPLI CABLE TI ME LI M TATIONS, TO
28 | NITI ATE, | NTERVENE OR OTHERW SE PARTI Cl PATE | N ANY DEPARTMENT,
29 ACGENCY OR COURT PROCEEDI NG HE SHALL | SSUE PUBLI CLY A VWRI TTEN
30 STATEMENT, A COPY OF VHICH HE SHALL FILE I'N THE PROCEEDI NG, | N
19910S1444B2514 - 10 -
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ADDI TI ON TO ANY REQUI RED ENTRY OF H S APPEARANCE, STATI NG
CONCI SELY THE SPECI FI C | NTERESTS OF Cl TI ZENS TO BE PROTECTED.
SECTI ON 13. FUNDI NG

(A) SURCHARGE ON DEPARTMENT FEES. - - A SURCHARGE OF $1 SHALL
BE PLACED ON ALL FEES | MPCSED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(B) USE OF PROCEEDS COF SURCHARCE. - - ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE
SURCHARGE ON THE DEPARTMENT' S FEES SHALL BE PAI D | NTO THE
GENERAL FUND OF THE STATE TREASURY THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE. THE PROCEEDS SHALL BE HELD I N TRUST SOLELY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYI NG THE COST OF THE ADM NI STRATI ON AND
PERFORMANCE OF THE DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE, AND SHALL BE EARMARKED
FOR THE USE OF, AND ANNUALLY APPROPRI ATED TO, THE OFFI CE OF
Cl TI ZEN ADVOCATE FOR THE ENVI RONVENT FOR DI SBURSEMENT SCLELY FOR
THAT PURPCSE.

(© REQUISITIONS. --ALL REQUI SI TI ONS UPON THE APPROPRI ATl ON
SHALL BE SI GNED BY THE ADVOCATE OR SUCH DEPUTI ES AS HE MAY
DESI GNATE | N WRI TI NG TO THE STATE TREASURER, AND SHALL BE
PRESENTED TO THE STATE TREASURER AND DEALT WTH BY HHM I N THE
MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.343, NO 176),
KNOWN AS THE FI SCAL CCDE.

(D) ESTI MATE OF EXPENDI TURES. - - BEFORE NOVEMBER 1 COF EACH
YEAR, THE ADVOCATE SHALL ESTI MATE THE TOTAL EXPENDI TURES FOR THE
OFFI CE AND SUBM T THE ESTI MATE TO THE GOVERNCR | N ACCORDANCE
W TH SECTI ON 610 OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO 175),
KNOWN AS THE ADM NI STRATI VE CODE OF 1929. AT THE SAME TI ME THE
ADVCOCATE SUBM TS H S ESTI MATE TO THE GOVERNOR, HE SHALL ALSO
SUBM T A COPY OF THE ESTI MATE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. THE
ADVOCATE OR HI S DESI GNATED REPRESENTATI VES SHALL BE AFFORDED AN
OPPORTUNI TY TO APPEAR BEFORE THE GOVERNCR, THE APPROPRI ATl ONS
COW TTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE APPROPRI ATI ONS COWMM TTEE OF THE

19910S1444B2514 - 11 -
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES REGARDI NG THE ESTI MATE. THE OFFI CE
SHALL SUBTRACT FROM THE BUDGET FI NALLY APPROVED BY THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY ANY BALANCE OF THE PREVI QUS APPROPRI ATI ON TO BE CARRI ED
OVER I NTO THE NEXT FI SCAL YEAR. THE RENMAI NDER SO DETERM NED
SHALL CONSTI TUTE THE TOTAL APPROPRI ATI ON AND SHALL BE ALLOCATED
TO AND PAI D TO THE OFFI CE FROM THE FUNDS HELD I N TRUST I N THE
GENERAL FUND FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYI NG THE COST OF

ADM NI STRATI ON AND PERFORMANCE OF THE DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE.

SECTI ON 14. DUTI ES OF DEPARTMENT.

I N DEALI NG W TH ANY PROPOSED ACTI ON VHI CH MAY SUBSTANTI ALLY
AFFECT THE | NTERESTS OF CI TI ZENS, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TG,
THE ADOPTI ON OF RULES, REGULATI ONS, GUI DELI NES, ORDERS,
STANDARDS OR FI NAL PQOLI CY DECI SI ONS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL:

(1) NOTI FY THE ADVOCATE WHEN NOTI CE CF THE PROPOSED

ACTION | S G VEN TO THE PUBLI C OR AT A TI ME FI XED BY AGREEMENT

BETWEEN THE ADVOCATE AND THE DEPARTMENT | N A MANNER TO ASSURE

THE ADVOCATE REASONABLE NOTI CE AND ADEQUATE TI ME TO DETERM NE

WHETHER TO | NTERVENE | N THE MATTER

(2) CONSISTENT WTH I TS OTHER STATUTCRY
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES, TAKE SUCH ACTI ON W TH DUE CONSI DERATI ON TO
THE | NTERESTS OF CI Tl ZENS.
SECTI ON 15. SAVI NGS PROVI SI ON; CONSTRUCTI ON.

(A) NO BAR TO OTHER ACTI ON. - - NOTHI NG CONTAI NED I N THI S ACT
SHALL I N ANY WVAY LIMT THE RI GHT OF ANY CI TI ZEN TO BRI NG A
PROCEEDI NG BEFORE EI THER THE DEPARTMENT, AN AGENCY OR A COURT.

(B) NO | MPAI RVENT TO DEPARTMENT. - - NOTHI NG CONTAI NED IN THI S
ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO | MPAI R THE STATUTORY AUTHORI TY OR
RESPONSI Bl LI TY OF THE DEPARTMENT.

SECTI ON 16. REPORTS.
THE ADVOCATE SHALL ANNUALLY TRANSM T TO THE GOVERNOR AND TO
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND MAKE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C AN ANNUAL
REPORT ON THE CONDUCT OF THE OFFI CE. | NCLUDED | N THE REPORT
SHALL BE AN ACCOUNTI NG OF THE OFFI CE' S EXPENDI TURES FOR THE
CALENDAR YEAR, VWH CH ARE DI RECTLY ATTRI BUTABLE, OR, IN THE
OFFI CE' S JUDGVENT, PROPERLY ALLOCABLE, TO I TS ACTIVITIES. THE
ADVOCATE SHALL MAKE RECOVIVENDATI ONS AS MAY FROM TI ME TO TI ME BE
NECESSARY OR DES|I RABLE TO PROTECT THE | NTERESTS OF Cl TI ZENS.
SECTI ON 17. EXPI RATI ON.

THE OFFI CE OF Cl TI ZEN ADVOCATE FOR THE ENVI RONMENT SHALL
CONTI NUE, TOGETHER W TH | TS STATUTORY FUNCTI ONS AND DUTI ES,
UNTI L DECEMBER 31, 1996, WHEN I T SHALL TERM NATE AND GO OQUT OF
EXI STENCE UNLESS REESTABLI SHED OR CONTI NUED BY THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY. EVALUATI ON AND REVI EW TERM NATI ON, REESTABLI SHVENT
AND CONTI NUATI ON OF THE AGENCY SHALL BE CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE ACT OF DECEMBER 22, 1981 (P.L.508,
NO 142), KNOWN AS THE SUNSET ACT.
Section 9 18. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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