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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 208 =%

| NTRODUCED BY STAI RS, FEE, PETRARCA, FOX, HALUSKA, LESCOVI TZ,
CARLSQN, KOSI NSKI', LANGIRY, ANGSTADT, MARKGCSEK, JOHNSON,
HERVAN, VAN HORNE, BUNT, NAHI LL, BROUJCS, SAURVAN, NMAYERN K
ARMSTRONG, TRELLO, CAPPABI ANCA, KENNEY, CIVERA, M N. WRI GHT,
GERLACH, ULI ANA, HERSHEY, CGRUPPO, HESS, DENT, SERAFINI
TOWLI NSON, MELI O, BELARDI, BROWN, O BRI EN AND STABACK,
OCTOBER 21, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, OCTOBER 21, 1991
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to adjust the
nmet hod used to conpute the Social Security cost-of-Iliving
al l omance (COLA) increases to nore accurately reflect the
rate of inflation for the elderly.
WHEREAS, Since Social Security was established, benefits were
first automatically increased through COLA clauses in 1974; and
WHEREAS, The Social Security Adm nistration has used the
ol der of the two consumer prices indexes, the CPI-Wor Index for
the Urban Wage Earners and C erical Wrkers; and
WHEREAS, In 1974 the CPI-Wwas the only such neasure
avai |l able fromthe Bureau of Labor Statistics; and
WHEREAS, The Bureau of Labor Statistics began publishing a
broader CPI-U or Index for Al U ban Consuners in 1978; and
WHEREAS, The CPI-Wrepresents only about 32% of the United

St at es popul ation and specifically excludes retired persons; the

CPl -U represents about 80% of American househol ds and i ncl udes



1 retirees; and

2 VHEREAS, Beneficiaries would have nore confidence in the COLA
3 process if the CPI-U were used rather than the CPI-W therefore
4 Dbe it

5 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the

6 Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vania nenorialize the Congress of the

7 United States to adjust the method used to conpute the annual

8 Social Security COLA fromthe CPI-Wto the CPI-U;, and be it

9 further

10 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
11 the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

12 nmenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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