PRINTER S NO. 3367

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2579 %%

I NTRODUCED BY FLI CK, RYAN, PERZEL AND BARLEY, MARCH 30, 1992

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 30, 1992
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th,” further restricting

assi stance paynents and nedi cal assistance to certain

chronically needy persons; and nmaki ng repeals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 432(3)(i)(H and (1) and (iii), 442.1
and 491(b) of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as
the Public Wl fare Code, anended or added April 8, 1982
(P.L.231, No.75), are anended to read:

Section 432. Eligibility.--Except as hereinafter otherw se
provi ded, and subject to the rules, regulations, and standards
established by the departnent, both as to eligibility for
assistance and as to its nature and extent, needy persons of the
cl asses defined in clauses (1), (2), and (3) shall be eligible
for assistance:

* * %

(3) O her persons who are citizens of the United States, or
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legally admitted aliens and who are chronically needy or
transitionally needy persons.

(i) Chronically needy persons are those persons chronically
in need who may be eligible for an indeterminate period as a
result of medical, social or related circunstances and shall be
[imted to:

* %

(H Any person who has previously been enployed full tine
[for at least forty-eight nonths out of the previous eight
years] and has exhausted his or her unenpl oynent conpensati on
benefits prior to applying for assistance.

[(1) Any person who does not otherw se qualify as
chronically needy, and who is receiving general assistance on
the date this section is enacted into | aw and who has not
refused a bona fide job offer or otherwise failed to conply with
all enploynent requirenments of this act and regul ations
pronul gated thereunder. Such person nust conply with al
enpl oynment requirenments of this act and regul ati ons promul gat ed
thereunder. If after the date this section is enacted into | aw a
person's general assistance grants are term nated, then that
person may not subsequently qualify for general assistance under
this clause except when such person has been term nated from
enpl oynment through no fault of his own and has not net the
m ni mum credit week qualifications of the act of Decenber 5,
1936 (2nd Sp. Sess., 1937 P.L.2897, No.1), known as the
"Unenpl oynment Conpensation Law." If it is determ ned that the
classification of persons according to their status on the date
of enactnent as provided in this clause is invalid, then the
remai nder of this act shall be given full force and effect as if

this clause had been omtted fromthis act, and individuals
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defined in this clause shall be considered transitionally needy
if otherwi se eligible. No person shall qualify for general
assi stance under this clause after Decenber 31, 1982.]

* x *

[(iti) Transitionally needy persons are those persons who
are otherwi se eligible for general assistance but do not qualify
as chronically needy. Assistance for transitionally needy
persons shall be authorized only once in any twelve-nonth period
in an anount not to exceed the amount of ninety days'
assi st ance. |

* x *

Section 442.1. The Medically Needy; Determ nation of
Eligibility.--A person shall be considered nedically needy if
he:

(1) Resides in Pennsylvania, regardl ess of the duration of
his residence or his absence therefrom and

(2) Meets the standards of financial eligibility established
by the departnment with the approval of the Governor. In
establishing these standards the departnment shall take into
account (i) the funds certified by the Budget Secretary as
avai |l abl e for nedical assistance for the nedically needy; (ii)
pertinent Federal |egislation and regulations; and (iii) the
cost of living. [Transitionally needy persons who are not
eligible for cash assistance by reason of section 432(3)(iii)
shall be considered nedically needy if otherw se eligible.]

Section 491. Enploynment Incentive Paynents.--* * *

(b) An enploynent incentive paynment may be clai med by an
enpl oyer who hires any person who is receiving aid to famlies
wi th dependent children or who is classified as chronically [or

transitionally] needy at the tinme of enpl oynent except that
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paynents shall not be provided for

(1) The enploynment of any person who displ aces any ot her
i ndi vi dual from enpl oynent, except persons discharged for cause
as certified by the Ofice of Enpl oynent Security.

(2) The enploynment of any person closely related, as defined
by paragraphs (1) through (8) of section 152(a) of the Internal
Revenue Code, to the taxpayer, or, if the taxpayer is a
corporation, to an individual who owns, directly or indirectly
nore than fifty percent of the outstandi ng stock of the
corporation, bank, savings institution, company, insurance
conpany, or nutual thrift institution.

(3) The enploynment of an individual for whomthe enployer is
simul taneously receiving Federally or State funded job training
paynents.

* x *

Section 2. (a) The following acts and parts of acts are
repeal ed insofar as they provide job training or grants for
persons classified as transitionally needy:

Act of July 13, 1987 (P.L.332, No.62), known as the Project
| ndependence Act.

Act of July 13, 1987 (P.L.342, No.65), known as the
Enpl oynment Cpportunities Act.

(b) The repeal s under subsection (a) shall be applied
prospectively and shall not affect any job training program or
grant entered into on or prior to July 1, 1992.

Section 3. The anmendnent affecting transitionally needy in
section 491(b) of the act shall only apply to persons applying
for enpl oynent on or after July 1, 1992.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1992.
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