PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1981 PRINTER S N0, 2052

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1694 55

| NTRODUCED BY COWELL, COY, DALEY, KOSI NSKI, RCEBUCK, ROBI NSQN,
JARCLI N, SALOCOM KASUNI C, COLAI ZZO, STI SH, GRUPPO, FREEMAN,
KUKOVI CH, LINTON, G GIOITl, MELI O PISTELLA, HARPER, TRELLO
TANGRETTI AND ADOLPH, JUNE 12, 1991

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 18, 1991
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," further providing for kindergartens.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 503 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended
Sept enber 21, 1959 (P.L.925, No.373) and Cctober 21, 1965
(P.L.601, No.312), is anended to read:
Section 503. Kindergartens.--(a) The board of school
directors in any school district may establish and nmaintain
ki ndergartens for children between the ages of [four] three and
six years. When established, the kindergartens shall be an
integral part of the elementary school system of the district,

and be kept open for not |ess than two and one-half hours each

day for the full school termas provided in section 1501.
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(b) The nunber of kindergartens in any one district shall be
fi xed by the board of school directors, and shall be open during

t he school year. \Wen established, kindergartens shall be

available to all children in residence of the school district

who are of the age fixed by the board of school directors

pur suant to subsection (a) of this section.

[If the average attendance in any one kindergarten in any
district is ten or less for the school year, the school
directors shall, at the close of the school year, discontinue
t he sane. ]

(c) The board of school directors shall appoint and assign a
sufficient nunber of teachers to such kindergartens, who shal
be certified in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons

prescri bed by the [Council of Basic Education] State Board of

Educat i on.

(D) KINDERGARTEN PUPI LS LESS THAN FI VE YEARS COF AGE SHALL BE

EXEMPT FROM PARTI Cl PATI NG | N STANDARDI ZED ACHI EVEMENT TESTI NG

PROGRAMS THAT NMAY BE ADM NI STERED BY THE DI STRI CT.

(E) THE STATE BOARD COF EDUCATI ON SHALL ADOPT CURRI CULUM

REGULATI ONS THAT ARE DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRI ATE FOR CHI LDREN

BEI NG | NSTRUCTED BETWEEN THE AGES OF THREE AND Sl X.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1991, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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