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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1298 %5

| NTRODUCED BY NAHI LL, TRELLO, REBER, GEI ST, ARMSTRONG DelLUCA

CLARK, JOHNSON, HAGARTY, NOYE, BUSH, CORNELL, J. TAYLOR

E. Z. TAYLOR S. H SMTH, GLADECK, CIVERA AND R C. WRI GHT,

MAY 6, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND YOUTH, MAY 6, 1991
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Novenber 4, 1983 (P.L.217, No.63), entitled

"An act establishing a programof |imted pharmaceuti cal

assi stance for the elderly; granting powers to and inposing

duties on the Departnment of Aging; establishing a paynent

system nmaking provisions for funding; providing for reports;

and fixing penalties for violations of the pharnaceuti cal

assi stance program " further defining "maxi mum annual

i ncome”; and providing for a copaynent schedul e.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "maxi mum annual inconme" in

section 3 of the act of Novenber 4, 1983 (P.L.217, No.63), known

as the Pharmaceutical Assistance Contract for the Elderly Act,

anended Decenber 17, 1984 (P.L.1002, No.202), is anmended to
read:

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:
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“Maxi mum annual income.” Annual inconme as determ ned by the

departnent. Such anobunt shall not exceed [$12,000] $13,000 in

t he case of single persons nor [$15,000] $16,200 in the case of

t he conbi ned annual inconme of married persons. A sliding scale

shall be established in order to correlate i ncone with the

requi red partici pant copaynent, as set forth in section 4. 2.

* * %

Section 2. Section 4(e)(5) of the act is repeal ed.

Section 3. Section 4(f) of the act, anmended June 30, 1987
(P.L.169, No.17), is anended to read:

Section 4. Responsibilities of Departnent of Aging.

* x *

(f) Reports by departnent.--The departnment shall maintain
nmonthly statistical records on the programto effectively
determ ne the cost of the program |evel of participation and
any patterns of unusual drug usage. Based on this information,
t he departnent shall submit a report every six nonths to the
Agi ng and Youth Commttee in the Senate, the [Health and Wl fare

Committee] Aging and Youth Conmittee in the House and the

Phar maceuti cal Assi stance Revi ew Board. The sem annual report
shall contain, but is not limted to, all information relating
to the nunber of persons served by the program their counties
of residence, a breakdown of the nunmbers and ki nds of
pharmmaceutical s used, the cost of prescriptions and an estimate
of actual expenses incurred by pharmacists participating in the
program The departnent shall issue [a] an_annual report on the
ef fectiveness of the cost contai nment strategies contained

within this act to the General Assenbly within 18 nonths of the

effective date of this act and annually thereafter.

* * %
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Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 4.2. Copaynent schedul e.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Copaynents shall be nade i n accordance

with the foll owi ng schedul e:

Single
Maxi mum Copaynent Copaynent
Annual | ncone Generic Drug Brand Nane
$ 0 - $4,000 ___$1.00 _$2.00
4,001 - 7,000 __2.00 _4.00
7,001 - 10,000 _3.00 __6.00
10, 001 - 13,000 ____4.00 _8.00
Married
Maxi mum Copaynent Copaynent
Annual | ncone Generic Drug Brand Nane
$ 0 - $4,000 ___$1.00 _$2.00
4,001 - 8,000 __2.00 _4.00
8,001 - 12,000 ___3.00 __6.00
12,001 - 16,200 4. 00 8. 00

(b) Level of copaynent.--The departnent nay approve a

request for increase or decrease in the | evel of copaynent based

upon the financial experience and projections of the program

but only after consultation with the board. The departnment is

prohi bited from approvi ngq adjustnents to the copaynent on npore

than a sem annual basi s.

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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