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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 244 55

| NTRODUCED BY BELFANTI, LUCYK, MCALL, GEORGE, ALLEN, TIGUE
BELARDI , STUBAN, HANNA, STISH, MJNDY, KRUSZEWBKI, CARONE
JARCLI N, RUDY, RITTER, BATTISTO CALTAG RONE, ARGALL, HERMAN,
PH LLI PS, DAVIES, CAWEY AND FREENVAN, FEBRUARY 4, 1991

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MARCH 12, 1991

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determ ned,” requiring notice and public
21 hearings prior to the closure, sale, |ease or transfer of any
22 St at e- owned institution
23 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

24 hereby enacts as follows:
25 Section 1. The act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known
26 as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929, is amended by addi ng
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sections to read:

Secti on 508. 1. Noti ce and Public Hearing Requirenents for

State-Omed Institutions.--(a) At least thirty (30) days prior

to any departnent nmaking a decision to close, sell, | ease or

ot herwi se transfer the ownershi p or operational control of any

State-owned institution or to allow the materi al reducti on of

conpl enent, services or staff at any State-owned institution,

the department controlling the institution shall hold a public

hearing in the affected area.

(b) As used in this section and secti on 508.2, "State-owned

institution" shall nmean any facility which is owned by the

Commpnweal th, including, but not limted to, schools, coll eges,

uni versities, arnories, hospitals, nmental hospitals, nental

retardati on centers, correctional facilities and other

facilities of a sim/lar nature.

Secti on 508. 2. Mai nt enance of Services at State-Owmed

Institutions.--A departnent nay not close, sell, | ease or

ot herwi se transfer the ownershi p or operational control of any

State-owned institution, nor may a departnent materially reduce

services at State-owned institutions, or materially reduce staff

| evel s wi thout presenting a departnental proposal to the General

Assenbly. Material reductions shall nean an annual reduction in

the conpl ement of an institution of twenty-five per centum

(25% : and a material staff reduction shall nean a twenty-five

per centum (25% annual reduction of the staff conpl enent w thin

an institution. A departnental proposal shall be submtted to

the President pro tenpore of the Senate and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives who shall respectfully refer such

proposal to the appropriate standi ng conm ttees of the Senate

and the House of Representatives. Each commttee shall hold a
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public hearing on the departnental proposal within thirty (30)

cal endar days of referral and report back to the Senate and the

House of Representatives. The committee report on the proposed

reduction in services, staff or facilities shall be placed on

t he cal endar of the Senate and of the House of Representatives.

If the General Assenbly di sapproves of this action within five

(5) leqgislative days after receipt of the commttee report, then

such action may not take effect. No such proposed reduction

shall be transnmitted to the General Assenbly | ess than five (5)

| egi sl ati ve days i mmedi ately prior to or during any period of

recess or adjournnment of either house for a period of one (1)

week or nore.
Seet+op—2—Fhi-s—aet—shaltl—beretroaetivetoJanrvary—+—3981- <—
SECTI ON 2. THE ADDI TI ON OF SECTI ONS 508.1 AND 508.2 OF THE <—

ACT SHALL APPLY RETROACTI VELY TO JANUARY 1, 1991, AS FOLLOWE:

(1) THE CLOSURE OF A STATE- OANED | NSTI TUTION I N
VI OLATI ON OF SECTI ON 508. 2 OF THE ACT VWH CH OCCURS AFTER
DECEMBER 31, 1990, AND PRI OR TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH' S
ACT SHALL BE INVALID. I'F THE CLOSURE OF A STATE- OANED
I NSTI TUTI ON | S | NVALI DATED UNDER THI S PARAGRAPH, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL REOPEN THE | NSTI TUTI ON.

(2) | F THE LEVEL OF SERVI CES OR STAFF PROVI DED BY A
STATE- OMNED | NSTI TUTI ON | S REDUCED | N VI OLATI ON OF SECTI ON
508.2 OF THE ACT AFTER DECEMBER 31, 1990, AND PRI OR TO THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT, THE LEVEL OF SERVI CES OR STAFF
SHALL BE RESTORED TO THE LEVEL I N EXI STENCE ON JANUARY 1,
1991.

Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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