PRI NTER S NO. 252 PRINTER S NO. 450

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 244 55

| NTRODUCED BY BELFANTI, LUCYK, MCALL, GEORGE, ALLEN, TIGUE
BELARDI , STUBAN, HANNA, STISH, MJNDY, KRUSZEWBKI, CARONE
JARCLI N, RUDY, RITTER, BATTISTO CALTAG RONE, ARGALL, HERMAN,
PH LLI PS, DAVIES, CAWEY AND FREENVAN, FEBRUARY 4, 1991

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 12, 1991
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Comonweal th," requiring notice and
public hearings prior to the closure, sale, |ease or transfer
of any State general hospital.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the Public Wl fare Code, is anended by addi ng sections to
read:

Secti on 318. Notice and Public Hearing.--At least thirty

days prior to the departnent maki ng a decision to cl ose, sell,

| ease or otherwi se transfer the ownership or operational control

of any hospital or affiliated school of nursing, State nental

hospital, nental retardati on center or other simlar institution

funded by the General Assenbly or allows the nmaterial reduction

of bed conpl enment, services or staff at an institution, the

departnent shall hold a public hearing in the affected area.




Secti on 319. Mai nt enance of Services.--The departnent nay

not close, sell, | ease or otherwi se transfer the ownership or

operational control of any State general hospital or affiliated

school of nursing, State nental hospital, nental retardation

Assenbly, nor may the departnent materially reduce services such

as chapl aincy services at State facilities, or materially reduce

staff levels without presenting their proposal to the General
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Assenbly. Material reductions shall nean a reduction in the bed

10 conplenent of an institution of five percent; and a nateri al

11 staff reduction shall nean a five percent reduction of the staff

12 conplenent within an institution. The proposed reduction in

13 services, staff or facilities shall be placed on the cal endar of

14 the House of Representatives and of the Senate. If either

15 |l eqgislative body di sapproves of said action within five
16 | eqgislative er—thirty calendar—days—whichever—istater DAYS, <—
17 then such action may not take effect. NO SUCH PROPOSED REDUCTI ON <—

18 SHALL BE TRANSM TTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY LESS THAN FI VE

19 LEG SLATI VE DAYS | MMEDI ATELY PRIOR TO OR DURI NG ANY_ PERI OD OF

20 RECESS OR ADJOURNVENT COF ElI THER HOUSE FOR A PERI OD OF ONE WEEK

21 OR MORE.
22 SECTION 2. THI' S ACT SHALL BE RETROACTI VE TO JANUARY 1, 1991.
23 Section 2 3. This act shall take effect imediately. <—
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