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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 62 %5

I NTRODUCED BY LESCOVI TZ, COY, CAWLEY AND COLAl ZZO,
JANUARY 15, 1991

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JANUARY 15, 1991
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, further providing for ineligibility for |icensing,
for reports on nental or physical disabilities and for
determ nati on of inconpetency.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 1503(a), 1518 and 1519(a) of Title 75 of
t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:
8§ 1503. Persons ineligible for |icensing.
(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnent shall not issue any
driver's license to, or renew the driver's |icense of, any
per son:

(1) Wose operating privilege is suspended or revoked in
this or any other state except as otherw se provided in this
title.

(2) Whose operating privilege is suspended or revoked in

any ot her state upon grounds whi ch woul d authorize the

suspensi on or revocation of the operating privilege under



1 this title.

2 (3) Who is a user of alcohol or any controlled substance
3 to a degree rendering the user incapable of safely driving a
4 not or vehicle. This paragraph does not apply to any person

5 who is enrolled or otherwi se participating in a nethadone or
6 ot her controll ed substance treatnent program approved by the
7 Governor's Council on Drug and Al cohol Abuse provided that

8 the person is certified to be conpetent to drive by a

9 physi ci an desi gnated by the Governor's Council on Drug and
10 Al cohol Abuse.

11 (4) Who has been adjudged to be afflicted with or

12 suffering fromany nental disability or disease and who has
13 not at the time of application been restored to conpetency by
14 t he net hods provided by | aw

15 [(5) Wiose nane has been subm tted under the provisions
16 of section 1518 (relating to reports on nental or physical
17 di sabilities or disorders).

18 (6)] (5 Wio is required by the departnment to take an
19 exam nation until the person has successfully passed the
20 exam nation
21 [(7)] (6) Wwo is under 18 years of age except in
22 accordance with subsections (b) and (c).
23 [(8)] (7) Wwo has repeatedly violated any of the
24 provi sions of this chapter. The departnent shall provide an
25 opportunity for a hearing upon invoking this paragraph.
26 * x *
27 § 1518. Reports on nental or physical disabilities or
28 di sorders.
29 (a) Definition of disorders and disabilities.--The Medi cal

30 Advisory Board shall define disorders characterized by |apses of
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consci ousness or other nental or physical disabilities affecting
the ability of a person to drive safely for the purpose of the
reports required by this section.

(b) [Reports by nedical personnel.--Al physicians and ot her
persons authorized to diagnose or treat disorders and
di sabilities defined by the Medical Advisory Board shall report
to the departnment, in witing, the full nanme, date of birth and
address of every person over 15 years of age di agnosed as having
any specified disorder or disability within ten days.] Reports

of disorders and disabilities.--Mdical personnel, which for the

pur poses of this section shall nean physici ans and ot her persons

aut hori zed to di agnose or treat disorders and disabilities

descri bed in subsection (a), shall informany patient 15 years

of age or ol der on whom the di agnosi s has been made by the

medi cal personnel of the obligation to report the initial

di agnosis to the departnent within 15 days and shall prepare,

sign and mail to the departnment the report which shall be signed

by the patient on a form prescri bed by the departnent. The

patient's signature shall constitute consent to the rel ease of

the informati on contained in the report. If the patient refuses

to sign the report, the nedi cal personnel shall be under no

obligation to initiate a report to the departnment, but, in the

exerci se of sound nedi cal judgment based on the |ikelihood of

the patient's potential inability to drive safely, may initiate

or refrain frominitiating a report to the departnent.

(c) [Responsibility of institution heads.--The person in
charge of every nental hospital, institution or clinic, or any
al cohol or drug treatnent facility, shall be responsible to
assure that reports are filed in accordance with subsection

(b).] Medical confirnmation of reports.--The departnent upon
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recei pt of a report required by subsection (b) may require from

the reporter or other nedi cal personnel additional information

confirm ng onset of the condition, the diagnosis, any nedi cation

whi ch may have been prescribed for the conditi on and the

prognosi s. The nedi cal personnel shall forward the infornmation

to the departnent. The departnent nmy prescribe a formfor

obt ai ni ng addi ti onal nedi cal infornmation.

(d) Confidentiality of reports.--The reports required by
this section shall be confidential and shall be used solely for
t he purpose of determning the qualifications of any person to
drive a notor vehicle on the highways of this Comobnweal th.

(e) Use of report or information as evidence.--No report or

i nformati on forwarded under the provisions of this section shal

be used as evidence in any civil or crimnal trial except in any
proceedi ng under section 1519(c) (relating to determ nation of
i nconpet ency) .

(f) Imunity fromcivil and crimnal liability.--No civil or
crimnal action nay be brought agai nst any person or agency
[for]:

(1) For providing the information required or permtted

to be reported under this system

(2) For not providing the infornmation perm tted but not

required to be reported under this system

§ 1519. Determ nation of inconpetency.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnent, having cause, including

reports subm tted under section 1518 (relating to reports on

mental or physical disabilities or disorders), to believe that a

licensed driver or applicant may not be physically or nentally
qualified to be |icensed, may obtain the advice of a physician

who shall cause an exam nation to be nade or who shall designate
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any other qualified physician. The licensed driver or applicant
may cause a witten report to be forwarded to the departnment by
a physician of the driver's or applicant's choice. Vision
qualifications shall be determ ned by an optonetrist or

opht hal nol ogi st. The departnent shall appoint one or nore
qual i fied persons who shall consider all nedical reports and
testinmony and determ ne the conpetency of the driver or the
applicant to drive.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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