PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 41 PRINTER S NO. 1738

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 41  >%n”

| NTRODUCED BY HOLL, BRI GHTBILL, AFFLERBACH, JUBELI| RER, REI BNVAN,
RHOADES, HESS AND LEMMOND, JANUARY 23, 1989

SENATOR HESS, EDUCATI ON, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 28, 1989
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AN ACT

F i F hol hi F . . | .
ESTABLI SH NG A LOAN FORG VENESS PROGRAM FOR CERTAI' N PROFESSI ONAL
NURSES.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. SHORT TI TLE.
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TH' S ACT SHALL BE KNOMW AND MAY BE Cl TED AS THE PROFESSI ONAL

10 NURSE LOAN FORG VENESS ACT.

11 SECTION 2. FINDI NGS AND DECLARATI ON OF | NTENT.

12 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FI NDS AND DECLARES THAT:

13 (1) THE NUMBER OF | NDI VI DUALS PLANNI NG TO BECOVE

14 PROFESSI ONAL NURSES APPEARS TO BE | NADEQUATE TO MEET THE
15 FUTURE NEEDS FOR PROFESSI ONAL NURSES IN TH S COMMONWEALTH.
16 (2) DEMANDS FROM | NDUSTRY AND OTHER OPPCORTUNI TI ES

17 ATTRACT EXI STI NG AND POTENTI AL CANDI DATES AWAY FROM THE

18 NURSI NG PROFESSI ON.

19 (3) PAYMENT OF A PORTI ON OF STUDENT LOANS FOR

20 PROFESSI ONAL NURSES SERVES THE | MPORTANT PUBLI C PURPOSE OF
21 ENCOURAG NG | NDI VI DUALS TO ENTER THE PROFESSI ON AND ALSO
22 SERVES TO ALLEVI ATE AND ELI M NATE THE CRI TI CAL NEED FOR

23 HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONALS I N THE FUTURE.

24 SECTION 3. DEFI NI TI ONS.

25 THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
26 HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM IN TH' S SECTI ON UNLESS THE

27 CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

28 "AGENCY. " THE PENNSYLVANI A H GHER EDUCATI ON ASSI| STANCE

29  AGENCY.

30 "QUALI FI ED NURSE. " A PERSON WHO MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
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CRI TERI A:
(1) 1S PROPERLY LI CENSED PURSUANT TO THE ACT OF MAY 22,
1951 (P.L.317, NO 69), KNOM AS THE PROFESSI ONAL NURSI NG LAW
(2) 1S EMPLOYED ON A FULL-TIME BASIS I N A HOSPI TAL,

NURSI NG HOVE OR OTHER | NSTI TUTI ON OR AGENCY PROVI DI NG MEDI CAL

SERVI CES I N THI' S COVVONWEALTH.

(3) HAS BORROWED THROUGH THE AGENCY- ADM NI STERED

GUARANTEED STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM

(4) HAS APPLI ED FOR AND RECEl VED APPROVAL FOR LOAN

FORG VENESS FROM THE AGENCY.

SECTI ON 4. QUALI FI ED NURSES LOAN FORG VENESS PROGRAM

A QUALI FI ED APPLI CANT WHO | S SELECTED BY THE AGENCY I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THI'S ACT SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR THE PAYMENT BY
THE AGENCY OF A PORTI ON OF THE DEBT | NCURRED BY THE APPLI CANT
THROUGH AGENCY- ADM NI STERED GUARANTEED STUDENT LOAN PROGRAMS FOR
THE EDUCATI ON NECESSARY TO BE CERTI FI ED AS A NURSE | N
PENNSYLVANI A. FOR EACH CALENDAR YEAR THAT A QUALI FI ED NURSE | S
EMPLOYED, THE AGENCY MAY FORG VE 25% ANNUALLY OF THE QUALI FI ED
NURSE' S APPROVED | NDEBTEDNESS. NO MORE THAN $2, 500 SHALL BE
FORG VEN | N ANY YEAR, AND NO MORE THAN $10, 000 SHALL BE FORG VEN
FOR ANY APPLI CANT. PAYMENTS SHALL BE MADE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
PROCEDURES ESTABLI SHED BY THE AGENCY.

SECTION 5. LOANS FORG VENESS AWARDS,

RECI Pl ENTS OF THE LOAN FORG VENESS PROGRAM SHALL BE THOSE
QUALI FI ED NURSES WHO HAVE APPLI ED FOR AND RECEl VED APPROVAL FROM
THE AGENCY. EACH QUALI FI ED NURSE SHALL BE REQUI RED TO SUBM T
SUCH DOCUVENTATI ON OF CONTI NUED ELI G BI LI TY AS THE AGENCY MAY
REQUI RE.

SECTION 6. LOAN FUNDI NG
LOAN FORG VENESS AWARDS MAY BE MADE TO THE EXTENT THAT FUNDS
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ARE APPROPRI ATED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
SECTI ON 7. RESPONSI Bl LI TY OF AGENCY

I T SHALL BE THE RESPONSI Bl LI TY OF THE AGENCY TO ADM NI STER
THE NURSI NG EDUCATI ON ASSI STANCE LOAN FORG VENESS PROGRAM
ESTABLI SHED BY THI S ACT AND TO ADOPT SUCH REGULATI ONS, PCLI Cl ES,
PROCEDURES AND FORM5 AS ARE NECESSARY AND NOT | NCONSI STENT W TH
THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT.
SECTI ON 8. EFFECTI VE DATE
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TH' S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60 DAYS.
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