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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1999 s

I NTRODUCED BY JOHNSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, CAPPABI ANCA, GEl ST,
BELFANTI, VROON, MELI O HERSHEY, DI ETTERI CK, SCHULER, PESC,
ANGSTADT, HECKLER, JOSEPHS, Tl GUE, VEQN, JACKSON, NAHI LL
RUDY, KUKOVI CH, BILLOW O BRI EN, BELARDI, SAURNMAN, MHALE,

I TKIN, MAI'NE, DORR, SERAFIN, OLASZ AND FOX, OCTOBER 16, 1989

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 16, 1989
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for
interpreters for deaf persons selected as jurors.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 4566. Interpreters for the deaf.

(a) GCeneral rule.--In any civil or crimnal proceeding in

whi ch a deaf person is selected to serve as a juror the court

shal|l appoint an interpreter to assi st the deaf person

t hr oughout the proceeding. The interpreter shall be paid for his

services in the sane manner as ot her appoi nted personnel of the

system are conpensat ed.

(b) GCath.--The interpreter shall swear or affirmthat he

wll make a true interpretation to the deaf person and that he

wll repeat the statenents of the deaf person to the best of his
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(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Deaf." Persons who are deaf or whose hearing is so inpaired

that they are unable to understand or conmuni cate the spoken

Engl i sh | anquage.

"Interpreter." A person qualified and trained to transl ate

for or communi cate with deaf persons. Any person certified by

the National or Local Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf or

simlar registry shall be considered qualified for the purposes

of this section.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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