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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1388 5

| NTRODUCED BY BELFANTI, STUBAN, TRELLO, GEI ST, MELI O M COZZI E,
McCALL, CAWLEY, FOX, BELARDI, KUKOVI CH, SCRI MENTI, HALUSKA,
COLAFELLA, STABACK, VAN HORNE, G GLIOITI, MORRI'S, MNALLY,
RYBAK, SEMMEL, DALEY, JOHNSON, SAURNAN, MRKONI C, PETRARCA,
KCSI NSKI, J. TAYLOR, BUNT, JAMES, RI TTER, KASUNI C, PI STELLA,
VEQN, CORRI GAN, COLASZ, BI SHOP, PRESTON, HOALETT AND
CALTAG RONE, MAY 2, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MAY 2, 1989
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare aws of the Commonweal th," providing for services of

a hospital -based lifeline programto persons eligible for

nmedi cal assi st ance.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 443.4 of the act of June 13, 1967
(P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Wl fare Code, anended
Novenber 28, 1973 (P.L.364, No.128), is anmended to read:

Section 443.4. Additional Services for Eligible Persons
O her Than the Medically Needy.--(a) Except for the nedically
needy, persons eligible for medical assistance may, pursuant to
regul ati ons of the departnent, also receive dental services,

vi sion care provided by a physician skilled in diseases of the

eye or by an optonetrist prescribed nedications, prosthetics and

appl i ances, anbul ance transportation, skilled nursing hone care



1 for an unlimted period of time, and other renedial, palliative
2 or therapeutic services prescribed by or provided under the

3 direction of a physician or podiatrist.

4 (b) In addition to those services provided in subsection

5 (a), senior citizens on low, fixed or no incone shall be

6 eligible pursuant to the requlations of the departnent to

7 receive services provided by a hospital -based |lifeline program
8 which uses durable nedical equi pnent, upon prescription of the
9 claimant's physician as nedically necessary. The hospital-based
10 lifeline shall be an energency response system where the patient
11 has a hone conmunicator unit which is nonitored by a | ocal

12 hospital (the responder). The responder woul d be notified

13 inmediately through the hone conmmunicator unit in the case of an
14 energency. This equi pnent shall be durable nedi cal equipnent.

15 The responder can know within seconds of a life-threatening

16 energency and can dispatch help imediately.

17 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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