PRINTER S NO. 1422

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1234 %5

I NTRODUCED BY PITTS, NOYE, J. L. WRIGHT, VROON, BARLEY, SCHEETZ,
PH LLI PS, SAURVAN, TRELLO, DI STLER, HERSHEY, CLYMER, NAHI LL
GElI ST, JOHNSON, MAI ALE, E. Z. TAYLOR, FLICK, WOGAN, LEH,
BUNT, GLADECK, FOX, LASH NGER, LANGIRY, DI ETTERI CK, COY,
BROUJOS, BATTI STO, ALLEN, FARMER, JACKSON, CAWEY, FREI ND,
CARLSON, M COZZI E, SEMMVEL, DEMPSEY, HAGARTY, REBER, OLASZ,
RAYMOND, ClI VERA AND BUSH, APRIL 19, 1989

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 19, 1989
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AN ACT

Requiring a Gvic Literacy Education Programfor students in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the G vic
Li teracy Act.
Section 2. Findings.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) The adoption of the Declaration of |Independence in
1776 and the signing of the United States Constitution were
principal events in the history of the United States.
(2) The Federalist Papers enbody an el oquent and
forceful argunment made in support of the adoption of our

republ i can form of governnent.
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(3) These docunents stand as the foundation of our form
of denocracy, providing at the same tine the touchstone of
our national identity and the vehicle for orderly growh and
change.

(4) WMany Anericans |ack even the nost basic know edge
and under st andi ng about the history of our nation and the
principles set forth in the Declaration of |ndependence,
codified in the Constitution and defended in the Federali st
papers.

(5) The survival of the Republic requires that our
Nation's children, the future guardians of its heritage and
participants in its governance, have a firm know edge and
understanding of its principles and history.

Section 3. Statenment of purpose.

The purpose and intent of this act is to include anong the
requi renents for secondary school graduation a thorough
knowl edge and understandi ng of the nation's foundi ng docunents.
Section 4. Requirenments for secondary school graduati on.

No pupil in any public secondary school may receive a
certificate or diploma of graduation w thout having first
denonstrated a thorough know edge and understandi ng of the
Decl arati on of | ndependence, the United States Constitution and
t he Federalist Papers.

Section 5. Administration.

The State Board of Education shall adopt and pronul gate rul es
and regul ations for the adm nistration of this act which shall:

(1) Include anong the requirenments for secondary school
graduation a thorough knowl edge and under st andi ng of the
Decl arati on of | ndependence, the United States Constitution

and the Federalist Papers.
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(2) Specifically provide for student testing, curriculum
content and teacher training to ensure that the intent of
this legislation is satisfied.
Section 6. Reporting and accountability.

The State Board of Education shall submt an annual report to
t he General Assenbly describing the specific rules and
regul ati ons issued pursuant to this act and reporting the

ef fectiveness of these rules and regul ati ons as neasured by
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tests adm nistered to students pursuant to section 5(2).
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Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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