PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 1388 PRINTER S NO. 1569

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1205 %5

I NTRODUCED BY D. R WRIGHT, J. L. WRI GHT, COY, STEI GANER, VEON
M CHLOVI C, DeLUCA, JARCLIN, RYBAK, ITKIN, MORRIS, ROBI NSON
Bl SHOP, HALUSKA, TRELLO, KUKOVICH, TIGUE, COWELL, MELI G,
JOSEPHS, PI STELLA, WOGAN, CORRI GAN, RAYMOND AND MRKONI C
APRIL 18, 1989

AS REPORTED FROM COMM TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 26, 1989
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AN ACT
Amending Title 66 (Public Uilities) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, requiring that alternative operator
service providers make certain disclosures to customers
bef ore providing service; and regulating certain rates.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 66 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 2906. Rat es and di scl osures of ALTERNATI VE operator service <—

(a) IntralLATA toll rates.--The rate charged by an eperateor— <—

assisted ALTERNATI VE OPERATOR service provider for an intralLATA <—

toll call shall not exceed the retail tariff toll rate of the

| ocal exchange carrier serving the sane call or, in the case of

a coin tel ephone, the charge for using the tel ephone plus the

retail tariff toll rate of the | ocal exchange carrier serving

the coin tel ephone for the sane call.
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(b) InterLATA toll rates.--The rate charged by an eperater—

assisted ALTERNATI VE OPERATOR service provider for an inter LATA

toll call shall not exceed the highest retail tariff toll rate

of any certificated i nter LATA tel ephone service provider in this

Commpnweal th for the sane call or, in the case of a coin

t el ephone, the charge for using the tel ephone plus the highest

retail tariff toll rate of any certificated i nter LATA tel ephone

service provider in this Coommonweal th for the sane call.

(c) Disclosures.--Any telecomunications—carrier ALTERNATI VE

OPERATOR SERVI CE PROVI DER, aqgr egator or owner, operator or

| essee of a coin tel ephone offering or providi ng oper at or -

assisted services in this Commonweal th shall, before providing

the service, disclose to the custoner the identity of the

ALTERNATI VE operator service provider handling the operator-

assisted call and UPON REQUEST PROVIDE the rates, terns and

conditions for operator-assisted calls. These di scl osures shal

be di splayed on, or in the immediate vicinity of, the tel ephone

equi pnent owned or controlled by the aggregator, or by the

ALTERNATI VE operator service provider if the ALTERNATI VE

operator service provider owns or provides the tel ephone, or on,

or in the inmmediate vicinity of the coin tel ephone.

(d) Equal access. - - The telecornunications—earrier

ALTERNATI VE OPERATOR SERVI CE PROVI DER, aggr egator or owner

operator or | essee of a coin tel ephone shall offer to switch a

cust oner to—-any—other—carrier BACK TO THE ORI 3 NATI NG LOCAL

EXCHANGE CARRI ER of feri ng operator-assi sted services and i nform

the custonmer that the switch will be nade wi thout charge. A

tel ecomunications—carrier AN ALTERNATI VE OPERATOR SERVI CE

PROVI DER shall not enter into any contract or agreenent with an

aqgqregator or owner, operator or | essee of a coin tel ephone
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whi ch does not provide a custoner, using either a tel ephone

owned or controlled by the aggregator or ALTERNATI VE oper at or

service provider or a coin tel ephone, with the neans to access

any ot her operator—service provider—certificated by the
comm-ssi-on—and CERTI FI CATED | NTERLATA TELEPHONE SERVI CE PROVI DER

operating in the rel evant geographic area, through the access

met hod chosen by the eperater CERTI FI CATED | NTERLATA TELEPHONE

service provider, or to access a | ocal exchange carri er operator

or energency tel ephone nunber.

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Agqgregator." FEvery corporation, association, partnership or

person that i s not a telecommunications—ecarrier PUBLIC UTILITY,

and that, in the ordinary course of its business, nakes

t el ephones available to the public or to transient users of its

busi ness, including, but not limted to, a hotel, notel,

hospital or university, and that provi des operator-assisted

servi ces through an ALTERNATI VE operator service provider.

"ALTERNATI VE OPERATOR SERVI CE PROVIDER. " A NONFACI LI TIES

BASED CARRIER THAT IS A RESELLER, THAT LEASES LI NES FROM LOCAL

EXCHANGE CARRI ERS AND | NTEREXCHANGE CARRI ERS AND US| NG THESE

LEASED FACILITIES ALONG WTH THEI R OAN OPERATORS, PROVI DES

OPERATOR- ASSI STED SERVI CE

"Certificated inter LATA tel ephone service provider." Any
tel ecomuunications——carrier PUBLIC UTILITY which is certificated

by the conmi ssion to provide | NTERLATA toll service in this

Commpnweal th and provides service prinmarily through facilities

it owns or | eases.

"Coin tel ephone." A tel ephone which requires insertion of a
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coin as a charge for using the tel ephone to nmake | ocal or | ong

di stance call s.

: hicl  d : | : .

"Operator-assi sted service." Any tel ephone call which the

custoner initiates by dialing "0" and for which a fee is

charged. These services may be provided by either hunan or

mechani cal operators and i nclude, but are not limted to, al

calls billed to credit cards or third parties and all coll ect or

per son-t o-person calls.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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