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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1160 %5

| NTRODUCED BY WOGAN, KOSI NSKI, BLAUM MOEHLMANN, HECKLER
HAGARTY, MVERRY, SAURVAN, YANDRI SEVITS, TIGUE, GEI ST,
FAI RCH LD, DI ETTERI CK, CAW.EY, M LLER, BOYES, J. TAYLOR
MARSI CO, WOZNI AK, BELARDI, TRELLO, BELFANTI, B. SM TH,
DAVI ES, BUNT, VEON, VROON, SEMMVEL, JOHNSON, MAI NE, LANGIRY
LEE AND CHADW CK, APRIL 12, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 12, 1989
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for the use of
DNA testing in paternity matters and crim nal cases.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 6131, 6132, 6133 and 6134 of Title 42 of
t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:
§ 6131. Short title of subchapter.

Thi s subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the

["]Uni form Act on Blood and DNA Pattern Tests to Determ ne

Paternity.["]
§ 6132. Scope of subchapter.

(a) Cuvil matters.--This subchapter shall apply to all civil
matters.

(b) Crimnal proceedings.--This subchapter shall apply to

all crimnal proceedings subject to the following limtations
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and provi si ons:
(1) An order for the tests shall be made only upon
application of a party or on the initiative of the court.
(2) The conpensation of the experts shall be paid by the

party requesting the blood or DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid)

pattern test or by the county, as the court shall direct.
(3) The court may direct a verdict of acquittal upon the
conclusions of all the experts under the provisions of
section 6136 (relating to effect of test results), otherw se
the case shall be submitted for determ nation upon all the
evi dence.
(4) The refusal of a defendant to submit to such tests
may not be used in evidence agai nst said defendant.
§ 6133. Authority for test.

In any matter subject to this subchapter in which paternity,
parentage or identity of a child is a relevant fact, the court
upon its own initiative or upon suggestion made by or on behal f

of any person whose blood, other fluid or tissue is involved

may, or upon notion of any party to the action made at a tinme so
as not to delay the proceedi ngs unduly, shall order the nother,

child and alleged father to submt to blood or DNA pattern

tests. If any party refuses to submt to such tests, the court

may resolve the question of paternity, parentage or identity of
a child agai nst such party, or enforce its order if the rights

of others and the interests of justice so require.

§ 6134. Selection of experts.

The tests shall be nade by experts qualified as exam ners of

bl ood types or DNA patterns, who shall be appointed by the
court. The experts shall be called by the court as witnesses to

testify to their findings and shall be subject to cross-
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exam nation by the parties. Any party or person at whose
suggestion the tests have been ordered nmay demand that ot her

experts qualified as exam ners of blood types or DNA patterns

perform i ndependent tests under order of court, the results of
whi ch nmay be offered in evidence. The nunber and qualifications
of such experts shall be determ ned by the court.

Section 2. Title 42 is anended by addi ng sections to read:

§ 6138. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter

shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"DNA pattern test." An exam nation, conmmonly referred to as

"DNA fingerprinting" or "genetic fingerprinting," of blood or

other fluid or tissue sanpl es enpl oyi ng el ectrophoresis to sort

deoxyri bonucl ei c acid pi eces, foll owed by exposure of the DNA

pi eces to radioactive probes resulting in the formati on of a

pattern of bl ack bands when X-rayed.

8 6145. DNA pattern tests.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The results of DNA (deoxyri bonucl eic

acid) pattern tests shall be adm ssible evidence in all crim nal

(b)Y Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"DNA pattern test." An exam nation, commonly referred to as

"DNA fingerprinting" or "genetic fingerprinting," of blood or

other fluid or tissue sanpl es enpl oyi ng el ectrophoresis to sort

deoxyri bonucl eic acid pi eces, foll owed by exposure of the DNA

pi eces to radioactive probes resulting in the formati on of a

pattern of bl ack bands when X-rayed.
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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