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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1052 5

| NTRODUCED BY DORR, HALUSKA, ROBI NSON, VROON, TRELLO, NOYE,
McVERRY, MORRI'S, M COZZI E, BARLEY, GEI ST, SEMMVEL, PHI LLIPS,
GODSHALL, MERRY, SAURMAN, PERZEL, BURD, BUNT AND
E. Z. TAYLOR APRIL 5, 1989

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 5, 1989
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

confidential comunications to news reporters.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 5942 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

§ 5942. Confidential communications to news reporters.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No person engaged on, connected with, or
enpl oyed by any newspaper of general circulation or any press
association or any radio or television station, or any magazi ne
of general circulation, for the purpose of gathering, procuring,
conpiling, editing or publishing news, shall be required to
di scl ose the source of any information procured or obtained by
such person, in any |legal proceeding, trial or investigation

bef ore any governnment unit.

(b) Exception.--The provisions of subsection (a) [insofar]
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shal |l not applvy:

(1) Insofar as they relate to radio or television

stations [shall not apply] unless the radio or television
station maintains and keeps open for inspection, for a period
of at |least one year fromthe date of the actual broadcast or
tel ecast, an exact recording, transcription, kinescopic film
or certified witten transcript of the actual broadcast or
tel ecast.

(2) Wien the identity of the personal infornant has been

publ i shed and the confidential informati on has been reveal ed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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