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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 2, 1980 (P.L.63, No.26), entitled "An
act consolidating, revising and anmendi ng the divorce and
annul nent | aws of the Commonweal th and maki ng certain

repeal s," further providing for grounds for divorce.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 201(d) of the act of April 2, 1980
(P.L.63, No.26), known as the Divorce Code, anended February 12,
1988 (P.L.66, No.13), is anended to read:

Section 201. Gounds for divorce.

* x *

(d) (1) It shall be lawful for the court to grant a divorce

where a conpl aint has been filed alleging that the marri age

is irretrievably broken and an affidavit has been filed

all eging that the parties have lived separate and apart for a

period of at least [two years] one year, and that the

marriage is irretrievably broken, and:

(i) the respondent does not deny the allegations set
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forth in the affidavit; or
(i1i) the respondent denies one or nore of the

all egations set forth in the affidavit, but after notice

and hearing, the court determ nes that the parties have

lived separate and apart for a period of at least [two
years] one year and that the marriage is irretrievably

br oken.

(2) |If a hearing has been held pursuant to paragraph
(1)(ii), and the court determnes that there is a reasonable
prospect of reconciliation, then the court shall continue the
matter for a period not |ess than 90 days nor nore than 120
days, unless the parties agree to a period in excess of 120
days. During such period, the court shall require counseling
as provided in section 202. If the parties have not
reconciled at the expiration of the tine period and one party
states under oath that the marriage is irretrievably broken,
the court shall determ ne whether the marriage is
irretrievably broken. If the court determ nes that the
marriage is irretrievably broken, the court shall grant the
di vorce. O herwi se, the court shall deny the divorce.

* * %

Section 2. The provisions of this act shall apply to al

cases, whether the cause for divorce arose prior or subsequent

to the enactnent of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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