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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 339 *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY CEI ST, CLYMER, SERAFI N, FLICK, VROON, VEQON,
OLASZ, E. Z. TAYLOR, JOHNSON, B. D. CLARK AND MELI G
FEBRUARY 8, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, FEBRUARY 8, 1989

AN ACT

Providing for safety standards for electrified fences; and
provi ding for penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Electrified
Fence Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and declaration of intent.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Inproperly designed and installed electrified fences
have caused injuries and, in sone instances, have resulted in
t he deaths of individuals, particularly children, comng into
contact with the conductive el enents thereof.
(2) In order to prevent such accidents, standards for
el ectrified fences shoul d be devel oped and enforced.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
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have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Industrial Board of the Departnent of Labor and
I ndustry.
"Electrified fence." A fence and appurtenant devices. The

termincludes fences and devices used in aninmal control and a
fence which consists of a single strand of wire supported by
posts or other fixtures, which has an electrical charge or is
connected to a source of electrical current and which is so
desi gnated or placed that an individual or animal comng into
contact with the conductive elenent of the fence receives an
el ectrical shock

"Municipality.” A county, city, borough, incorporated town,
township of the first or second class, hone rule municipality or
simlar general purpose unit of government which is hereafter
created by the Ceneral Assenbly.

Section 4. Standards or specifications.

No electrified fences may be offered for sale, sold,
installed or used in this Conmonweal th, or otherw se connected
to a source of electrical current, unless the electrical current
is limted and regul ated by an electrical controller which neets
or exceeds the standards or specifications of the National
El ectrical Code of the National Fire Protection Association, the
Underwiters Laboratories or any other independent testing
| aboratory approved by the board for intermttent-type electric
fence or electrified fence controllers. The board has the power
and duty to pronul gate regul ati ons necessary to inplenment this
act .

Section 5. Regulation by nmunicipalities.

The provisions of this act shall not be construed to preclude
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1 reqgulation of electrified fences by nunicipalities, including,
2 but not limted to, requiring the installation or use of

3 electrified fences under permt; however, this regul ation shal
4 not permt the installation or use of electrified fences which
5 do not conformto the requirenents of this act.

6 Section 6. Notification.

7 An individual, or the individual's authorized agent or

8 contractor, who desires to construct an electrified fence shal
9 notify the applicable building inspector or zoning officer of
10 this intent. The applicable building inspector or zoning officer
11 shall ensure that the electrified fence neets the standards or
12 specifications of this act and shall present the individual or
13 the agent or contractor with witten notification verifying

14 conpliance.

15 Section 7. Penalty.

16 A person who fails to conply with the provisions of this act
17 commts a summary offense and shall, upon conviction, be

18 sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $300, plus costs for
19 each offense, or to inprisonment for not nore than 90 days, or
20 both. Every 24-hour period such person continues in violation of
21 this act shall constitute a distinct and separate violation.
22 Section 8. FEffective date.
23 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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