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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 223 >

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSQON, LINTON, CARN, HARPER, ACOCSTA, BI SHOP
EVANS, HUGHES, JAMES, OLI VER, PRESTQN, ROBI NSON, ROEBUCK
THOVAS, WLLIAMS, R C  VRI GHT, DOVBROMBKI, DelLUCA, TRELLGQ,
LAUGHLI N, CAWLEY, CORNELL, M CHLOVIC, MVERRY, KUKOVI CH,
TI GUE, DALEY, | TKIN, HALUSKA, JOSEPHS, HOALETT, NAHILL
LaGROITA, RI EGER, PI STELLA, VAN HORNE, MRKONI C, RYBAK
WAMBACH, KGOSI NSKI, CAPPABI ANCA, BELFANTI, VEON, FREEMAN,
KASUNI C, Cl VERA, COLAI ZZO, COHEN, JAROLIN, BATTI STO BLAUM
MARKGOSEK, PESCI, DURHAM LEVDANSKY, TRICH, PETRONE, GAMBLE
MURPHY, CORRI GAN, LESCOVI TZ, MELI O, BUNT, COLAFELLA, TELEK,
OLASZ, YANDRI SEVI' TS, DI ETTERI CK, BLACK, STABACK, PETRARCA
SAURMAN, DONATUCCI, D. R WRI GHT, STEI GANER, FEE, GRUI TZA,
WOZNI AK, COWELL, G @I OITI, TANGRETTI, MAINE, FRElIND, BOYES,
MENALLY, BILLOW F. TAYLOR, COLE, PRESSMANN, KONDRI CH AND
BELARDI, FEBRUARY 1, 1989

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 13, 1990

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 24, 1937 (P.L.2045, No.397), entitled,

2 as anmended, "An act relating to the support of indigent

3 persons; providing for the support of such persons by certain
4 relatives, and for the recovery of public noneys expended for
5 care and assistance fromthe property and estates of certain
6 persons; providing for guardians of the person and property

7 of such persons; providing for the arrest and sei zure and

8 sale of the property of deserters; and providing procedure,”

9 providing that no lien shall be inposed against the real

10 property of persons receiving assistance.

11 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

12 hereby enacts as foll ows:

13 Section 1. Section 4 of the act of June 24, 1937 (P.L. 2045,
14 No.397), known as The Support Law, anended August 22, 1961

15 (P.L.1029, No.464), July 26, 1963 (P.L.318, No.172) and August
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13, 1963 (P.L.682, No.361), is anmended to read:

Section 4. Property of Persons Liable for Expenses I|ncurred
for Support and Assistance.--(a) Except as limted by
subsection (c) hereof, the real and personal property of any
person shall be liable for the expenses of his support,
mai nt enance, assi stance and burial, and for the expenses of the
support, mai ntenance, assistance and burial of the spouse and
unemanci pated m nor children of such property owner, incurred by
any public body or public agency, if such property was owned
during the time such expenses were incurred, or if a right or
cause of action existed during the tinme such expenses were
incurred fromwhich the ownership of such property resulted. Any
public body or public agency may sue the owner of such property
for noneys so expended, and any judgnent obtained shall be a
lien upon the said real estate of such person and be collected

as other judgnments, except as to the real and personal property

conprising the [hone] primary residence and furnishings of such

person, which [honme] prinmary residence shall not be subject to

the lien of such judgnent [but] and shall not be subject to
execution on such judgnment during the lifetime of the person,
surviving spouse, or dependent chil dren.

(b) Except as limted by subsection (c) hereof, any claim
for the expenses of support, mai ntenance, assistance and buri al
of a person and for the support, maintenance, assistance and
burial of his spouse and unemanci pated m nor children, held by
any public body or public agency, shall have the sane force and
ef fect against the real and personal estate of a deceased person
as other debts of a decedent, and shall be ascertai ned and
recovered in the same manner.

(c) No lien may be inposed agai nst the property which is the
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primary residence of any individual or of his spouse on account

of nedi cal assistance for the aged paid or to be paid on his
behal f (except pursuant to the judgnment of a court on account of
benefits incorrectly paid on behalf of such individual), and
there shall be no adjustnment or recovery from such individual's
estate or fromthe estate of his spouse of any nedi cal

assi stance for the aged correctly paid on behalf of such

i ndi vi dual .

Section 2. On and after the effective date of this act, al
real property used as the primary residence of an i ndividual
theretofore subject to the lien is released fromthe lien.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imrediately JULY 1,
1991.

L14L67DGS/ 19890H0223B4316 - 3 -



