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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 118 *5ua”

| NTRODUCED BY BURNS, COVELL, WASS, LANGIRY, BLACK, HERMAN,
SCHULER AND DAVI ES, JANUARY 25, 1989

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 25, 1989

O (o0} ~ OO WNE

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00O N o oo M W N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” providing for a disruptive student
educati on program
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding an
article to read:

ARTICLE XIII-A.

PROGRAMS TO ELI M NATE STUDENT DI SRUPTI ON.

Secti on 1301-A. Definitions.--For purposes of this article

the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(1) "Applicant" shall nean a school district or internedi ate

unit or a conbination of school districts, area vocati onal -

t echni cal schools and internmedi ate units which apply for grants

under this article.
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(2) "Community resources" shall nean those agenci es and

services for children and youth provided by the juvenile court

and the Departnment of Health and the Departnent of Public

Vel fare

(3) "Curriculum shall nean those pl anned courses and

i nstructi onal and counseli ng net hods approved by the secretary

whi ch are designed to elinm nate di sruptive behavi or.

(4) "Eligible student" shall nean a student who exhi bits any

or all of the conditions |listed below to such an extent that

they either interfere significantly with the |l earning of the

student or disrupt the | earning of other students in the cl ass

or school :

(i) Chronic truancy.

(ii) Rebelliousness toward school officials.

(iii) Physical disruptiveness while in school or on school

(iv) Persistent violation of school rules and reqgul ati ons.

(v) Display or m suse of drugs or al cohol during school

(5) "Programto elinmnate di sruption" shall nean any program

requesti ng funds under the provisions of this article, which

programis i nplemented by a school district, or internedi ate

unit, or a conbination of school districts, area vocational -

techni cal schools and internmedi ate units, which provides

students with a sound educati onal program and/or a school

counsel i ng program desi gned to nodi fy di srupti ve behavi or and

mai ntain the students in or return the students to a requl ar

school program

(6) "School" shall nean any school classified by the

Departnent of Education as a nmiddle school, junior high school,
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seni or hi gh school or area vocati onal -techni cal school .

(7) "Secretary" shall nean the Secretary of Educati on.

Secti on 1302- A. Pr ogr ans. - - School districts nay devel op and

i npl enent a programto elininate di sruption in accordance with

this article. School districts nmay pool npbnetary and per sonnel

resources wth other school districts, internediate units and

area vocational -technical schools to provide these prograns.

Secti on 1303-A. Eligibility.--Students who are not eligible

for placenment in classes for exceptional children, as defined in

section 1371 of this act, are eliqgible for prograns desi gned to

elimnate disruption.

Secti on 1304- A Local Pl anni ng Requirenments. --Applicants

seeki ng funds under this article shall include the foll ow ng

information in the application for a grant:

(1) A needs assessnent to determ ne the scope, type and

severity of student disruption.

(2) Assessnent of existing strategi es and services desi gned

to elimnate, prevent or renedi ate di sruptive behavi or

(3) A resource assessnent to indicate conmunity and school

resources available to the applicant for the renedi ati on of

student di srupti on.

(4) A curriculumusing school and conmunity resources

desi gned to neet student needs determ ned through the needs

assessnent.

Section 1305-A. Applications.--Applicants shall submt

applications at the tine, in the manner, and contai ni ng or

acconpani ed by such informati on as the secretary nay prescribe

but, in any case, shall docunent the foll ow ng:

(1) The programis devel oped in consultation with the

faculty and admi nistrative staff of the school.
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(2) The school board has established policies to determ ne

t hose students who are eligible for prograns to elinnate

di srupti on, which policies shall include a procedure for

i nformi ng the student and the parents or quardi ans of the

student of the reasons for the programto be offered and an

opportunity for the student and the parents or guardi ans of the

student to respond before the program becones effective.

However, in the case of an assault by a student, or other

seri ous offense, the offendi ng student shall be transferred

i Mmedi ately into the di srupti ve student educati on program

absent any | egal action against the student by the district. The

opportunity to respond to such pl acenent shall be provided to

the student as soon thereafter as is practical.

(3) The programutilizes appropriate certificated school

personnel to teach and to help nodi fy di srupti ve behavi or.

(4) The program provi des participating students with the

courses of instruction which recogni ze their special needs and

qualify the students for graduati on.

(5) The programis only used when ot her established nmet hods

of discipline have been utilized and have fail ed unl ess the

seri ousness of the student's behavior warrants i nmedi ate

(6) The program shall provide for tinely eval uati on of

program effecti veness for each student.

Section 1306-A. State Assistance.--(a) School districts

shall be rei nbursed by the Commonweal th one hundred and twenty-

five dollars ($125) per pupil for each nine (9) weeks a student

is enrolled in the programto elimnate di sruption, up to a

maxi rum of five hundred dollars ($500) per year. The

Commpnweal th shall not provide funding for nore than two
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percentum (2% of the average daily nenbership of students

enrolled in grades seven through twelve of the school district.

(b)Y The Departnent of Education shall rei nburse prograns

operating during the school year 1988-1989 under the provi si ons

shall conply with the provisions of sections 1302-A, 1303-A,

1304- A and_1305-A.

1
2
3
4
5 of subsection (a) of this section. Prograns requesting funding
6
7
8

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1989.
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