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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 393 &

| NTRODUCED BY STABACK, LLOYD, TIGUE AND HUTCHI NSON
NOVEMBER 22, 1988

ADOPTED | N HOUSE, NOVEMBER 22, 1988
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the National Board of Medical Exam ners and the

Educati onal Commi ssion on Foreign Medical G aduates to

i npl enent for June 1989 a single nedical know edge

exam nation for all graduate nedical education candi dates.

WHEREAS, G aduates of nedical schools nust pass an
exam nation to enter into graduate nedi cal education; and

WHEREAS, There now exists a dual exam nation system for
graduates of foreign nedical schools and for graduates of United
States and Canadi an school s; and

WHEREAS, G aduates of foreign nmedical schools nust pass the
Forei gn Medi cal G aduate Exam nation in Medical Sciences
(FMGEMS) in order to be certified by the Educational Conm ssion
on Foreign Medical G aduates and, therefore, be eligible to
qual i fy for graduate nedical education; and

VWHEREAS, Graduates of United States and Canadi an nedi cal
school s nust pass Part | and Part Il of the National Board of
Medi cal Exam ners' examinations (NBVME | and Il1) to be eligible

for graduate nedical education; and

WHEREAS, G aduates of foreign nedical schools have charged
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that the FMGEMS is a nore difficult exam nation than the
Nat i onal Boards and have | obbied for the right to take the sane
exam nation as United States and Canadi an nedi cal school
graduat es; and

WHEREAS, Congress established the Council on G aduate Medi cal
Education to advi se and nake reconmendations to the Secretary of
Heal t h and Human Servi ces and Congress on issues related to
physi ci an supply and graduate nedi cal education; and

VHEREAS, A subcommittee of the Council on G aduate Medica
Educati on held a public hearing on Novenber 19 through 20, 1987;
and

WHEREAS, Several organizations testified before the
subcomm ttee as to their belief that the dual system of testing
graduates of foreign and accredited nedical schools was
essentially discrimnatory; and

VWHEREAS, The Council on G aduate Medical Education inits
report issued July 1, 1988, to the Departnment of Health and
Human Services and to the United States Congress reconmmended
that a "single nedical know edge exam nation for all graduate
nmedi cal candi dates shoul d be inplemented as soon as possi bl e”;
and

WHEREAS, A bill introduced by Assenbl yman A. Fel dman
requiring the New York State Medical Board to recognize only a
si ngul ar standardi zed exam nation for graduate nedi cal education
has passed the Assenbly chanber; and

WHEREAS, The National Board of Medical Exam ners has begun
the process to inplenment a procedure to allow forei gn nedical
school graduates to take the National Board Exam nation Part |
and Part Il but no definitive date has been set; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives request the
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Nati onal Board of Medi cal Exam ners and the Educati onal

Commi ssi on on Foreign Medical G aduates to inplenment a singular

medi cal know edge exam nation for foreign nedical school

graduates for the June 1989 exam nation; and be it further
RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

the National Board of Medical Exanm ners and the Educati onal
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Commi ssi on on Foreign Medical G aduates.
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