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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2261 *%5%
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 24, 1976 (P.L.1163, No.259),
entitled "An act relating to the prescribing and di spensing
of generic equival ent drugs,"” further providing for the
manner of dispensing generically equival ent drugs.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3(a) of the act of Novenber 24, 1976
(P.L.1163, No.259), referred to as the CGeneric Equival ent Drug
Law, i s anmended to read:

Section 3. (a) Wenever a pharnmaci st receives a
prescription for a brand nane drug he shall, unless requested
ot herwi se by the purchaser, substitute a | ess expensive
generically equivalent drug product listed in the formulary of
generic and brand name drug products devel oped by the Depart nent
of Health as provided in section 5(b) unless the prescriber

i ndi cates otherw se. The bottom of every prescription blank

shall be inprinted with the words "substitution perm ssible"



1 [and "do not substitute"] and shall contain [two] one signature
2 [lines] line for the physician's or other authorized

3 prescriber's signature [on the |ine imediately above the chosen
4 option]. The prescriber's signature shall validate the

5 prescription and, unless the prescriber handwites "brand

6 necessary” or "brand nedically necessary," shall designate

7 approval of substitution of a drug by a pharnaci st pursuant to
8 this act. Inprinted conspicuously on the prescription bl anks

9 shall be the words: "This prescription will be filled

10 generically unless the prescriber handwites 'brand necessary’
11 or 'brand nedically necessary' on the face of the prescription
12 blank.” In the case of an oral prescription, there will be no
13 substitution if the prescriber expressly indicates to the

14 pharmaci st that the brand name drug is necessary and

15 substitution is not allowed. Substitution of a | ess expensive
16 generically equival ent drug product shall be contingent on

17 whether the pharmacy has the brand name or generically

18 equivalent drug in stock.

19 * %k
20 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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