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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1737 >
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for a Conm ssioner for
Vocat i onal Education and Occupational Training and the powers
and duties of that office; further providing for vocational
education and occupational training; and nmaki ng an
appropriation.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng sections
to read:

Section 1854. Conmi ssi oner for Vocati onal Educati on and

Cccupati onal Trai ning.--The position of Conm ssioner for

Vocati onal Educati on and Occupati onal Training is hereby

establi shed within the Departnent of Education. The Secretary of

Educati on shall assign all bureaus, divisions, departnments and

per sonnel wor ki ng on secondary and postsecondary vocati onal and

occupational training within these offices to the office of the
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commi ssi oner. The conmi ssi oner shal l:

(1) Be responsible for the managenent and coordi nati on of

all secondary and postsecondary vocati onal educati on and

occupational training prograns operated by a school entity. The

term"school entity" shall include a school district, an area

vocati onal -techni cal school, an internediate unit, a technical

institute and a community coll ege. The Secretary of Education

shall have the authority to assign all other job trai ni ng and

devel opnent prograns within his jurisdiction to this office.

(2) Establish, within one year of the effective date of this

section, a plan for providing credit for training in

post secondary school entities for traini ng prograns operated by

secondary schools. The advanced pl acenent shall include, but not

be limted to, articulati on agreenents, a uni form St atew de

system of credits for advanced standing i n postsecondary

prograns based on conpetenci es achi eved at the secondary | evel,

or other appropriate coordi nati on nechani sns.

(3) Wirk with the State Board of Vocati onal Educati on and

t he Pennsyl vani a Vocati onal Educati on Advi sory Conmittee in

formul ati ng policy, requl ati ons, standards and the devel opnent

of the Commpbnweal th's vocati onal educati on pl an.

(4) Administer State and Federal vocati onal education funds.

(5) Assist school entities in the conduct and operati on of

vocati onal educati on and occupati onal training prograns.

(6) Facilitate interagency coordination in matters of

vocati onal educati on, occupational training, job training and

econoni ¢ devel opnent.

(7)) Facilitate cooperati on with busi ness and i ndustry to

i mprove and expand educati onal and trai ni ng opportunities.

(8) Inventory and anal yze exi sting prograns and
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i nstitutions.

(9) Survey and anal yze denpgraphi c characteri stics of the

Commpnweal t h, manpower needs and enpl oynent trends and their

relati onship to existing busi ness and i ndustry.

(10) Insure that all deqgree-granting proqgrans operated by

the appropriate school entity are in conpliance with the | aws of

the Commonweal th, the requl ati ons and standards of the State

Board of Educati on and accrediti ng associ ati ons approved by the

State Board of Educati on.

(11) Devel op proposals to expand secondary and postsecondary

activities into unserved areas.

(12) Fulfill other duties assigned to the office by the

Secretary of Educati on.

Secti on 1855. The Departnent of Educati on shall pay

subsi dies and grants provided under this act for vocati onal

educati on and occupational training to the school district, area

vocati onal -techni cal school, internediate unit, technical

institute or community coll ege whi ch provi des the vocati onal

educati on or occupati onal training program

Section 2. Sections 1908-A(c) and 1913-A(b) of the act,
added July 1, 1985 (P.L.103, No.31), are anended to read:

Section 1908-A. Tuition.--* * *

(c) A student who is a resident of the Conmonwealth in an
area which is not a | ocal sponsor of a community coll ege and who
is enrolled in a coomunity college in accordance with the
policies, standards, rules and regul ations of the State Board of
Education shall pay a tuition charge fixed by the board of
trustees of the college attended. Such tuition shall total the
anount representing the difference between total operating cost

per equivalent full-tinme student and the anobunt payable by the
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State on behal f of each equivalent full-time student enrolled,

except when the student is enrolled in a program where a

consortial or articul ati on agreenent exi sts under section 1913-

ABY(2Y(ii)(C. Students enrolled in prograns under section

1913-A(b)(2)(ii)(C shall pay a tuition charge as specifi ed

under subsection (a) of this section. The community coll ege
enrol ling such student shall be entitled to State rei nbursenent
as hereinafter provided.

* x *

Section 1913-A.  Financial Program Reinbursenent or
Paynents.--* * *

(b) (1) The Commonweal th shall pay to a community coll ege
on behalf of the sponsor on account of its operating costs
during the fiscal year fromfunds appropriated for that purpose
an amount equal to one-third of such college' s approved
operating costs not to exceed two thousand four hundred dollars
($2,400) per student multiplied by the nunber of equival ent
full -time students determ ned by an audit to be made in a manner
prescri bed by the State Board of Educati on.

(2) In addition, the Coomonwealth shall pay to a community
col |l ege, on account of its operating costs for all equivalent
full-time students enrolled in the foll ow ng categories of two-
year or |ess than two-year occupational or technical prograns, a
stipend as foll ows:

(i) One thousand one hundred dollars ($1,100) per full-tine
equi val ent student enrolled in advanced technol ogy prograrns.
Advanced technol ogy prograns are prograns using new or advanced
t echnol ogi es which hold prom se for creating new job
opportunities, including such fields as robotics, biotechnol ogy,

speci alized materials and engi neering and engi neering-rel ated
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pr ogr ans.

(ii) One thousand dollars ($1,000) per full-tinme equival ent
student enrolled in prograns designated as Statew de progranms. A
Statewi de programis a program which neets one or nore of the
following criteria:

(A) Programenrollnment from out-of-sponsor area is twenty
per cent or nore of the enrollnment for the program

(B) A consortial arrangenent exists with another community
coll ege to cooperatively operate a programor share regions in
order to avoi d unnecessary program duplication.

(C) A consortial or articulation agreenent exists with a

communi ty coll ege, school district, internediate unit, area

vocati onal -techni cal school or other educati onal agency approved

by the Departnent of Educati on to cooperatively operate a

programin areas outsi de of the geographi cal boundari es of the

| ocal sponsor, but not within the sane county.

(iii) Five hundred dollars ($500) per full-time equival ent
student enrolled in other occupational or technical prograns.

(3) The Secretary of Education annually shall establish
criteria to be used to determne eligibility of prograns for
each of the above stipend categories, shall approve prograns for
funding in the follow ng fiscal year according to these criteria
and shall submt to chairnen of the commttees of education in
t he House of Representatives and Senate a report setting forth
the established criteria, any prograns approved for funding
under these criteria and the recipient community coll eges.

(4) Each community college shall maintain such accounting
and student attendance records on generally accepted principles
and standards as will lend thenselves to satisfactory audit. The

Commonweal th shall pay to a community coll ege on behalf of the
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sponsor on account of its capital expenses an amobunt equal to
one-hal f of such college's annual capital expenses from funds
appropriated for that purpose to the extent that said capital
expenses have been approved as herein provided.

(5) For purposes of determ ning Commonweal t h rei nbursenment
of operating costs, Federally funded expenditures for those
prograns in which the Coomonweal th participates in the cost
shall be deducted fromtotal operating expenditures to determ ne
net rei nbursabl e operating costs.

* x *

Section 3. Section 2501(10.1) and (10.2) of the act, added
February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L.1642, No.580), are anended to read:

Section 2501. Definitions.--For the purposes of this article
the followng terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

* x *

(10.1) "Wighted Pupil"” shall nean a val ue placed upon
district pupils in average daily menbership at various |evels of
instruction. Such values shall be as follows:

Ki ndergarten 0.50, if attending one
sessi on per day;
1.00, if attending two
sessi ons per day.
El ement ary 1.00

Secondary 1.36 including adult vocati onal

educati on students

(10.2) "Wighted Average Daily Menbership” (WADM. The
average daily nenbership for all resident pupils in the various
| evel s of instruction shall be nultiplied by the weight for that
| evel as indicated to obtain the weighted average daily

menber shi p. The sum of the products so obtained shall be the
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wei ght ed average daily menbership for the district. The wei ghted
average daily nenbership used in conmputing the aid ratio shal

i ncl ude ki ndergarten, elenentary and secondary pupils, and adult

students beyond the conpul sory attendance age establi shed by

this act enrolled in secondary vocati onal prograns operated

during requl ar school hours.

* * %

Section 4. Section 2502.8 of the act is amended by adding a
subsection to read:

Section 2502.8. Paynments on Account of Pupils Enrolled in
Vocational Curriculuns.--* * *

(c) Paynents received under this section and section 2501

(10.1) and (10.2) relating to adult vocati onal educati on

students shall be used to reduce tuition charges by a

correspondi ng anount.

Section 5. Section 2507 of the act, anended July 10, 1986
(P.L.1270, No.117), is anended to read:

Section 2507. Paynents on Account of Approved Vocati onal
Ext ensi on Cl asses and Pre-enploynment Training.--(a) Every
school district and every vocational school district and area
vocational -techni cal school, regardl ess of classification, shal
be paid by the Cormonweal th for every school year, on account of
approved vocational extension classes and pre-enpl oynent
training, eighty per cent (80% of the sum which was expended by
the district or area vocational -technical school for the
conpensati on of vocational extension and pre-enploynent training
t eachers and supervi sors. For the purpose of conputing
rei mbursenent, the maxi mum conpensati on shall be four dollars
($4.00) per hour and the amount expended for supervisory

sal ari es shall not exceed twenty per cent (20% of the sum
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expended for teachers' salaries: Provided, That in special cases
when travel time or unusual preparation of instructional
materials or other factors result in an inadequate conpensati on,
t he Departnent of Education may approve additional reinbursable
enpl oynment time for such additional services upon the subm ssion
of adequat e substantiative evidence fromthe responsible

superi ntendent of schools. For the 1985-1986 school year and
each school year thereafter, the Commonweal th shall pay the
anount required by this section to the school district or area
vocat i onal -techni cal school which provided the approved

vocati onal extension classes and pre-enploynent training for

whi ch rei mbursement is made.

(b) No new program shall be eligible for rei nbursenent under

this section or section 2502.8(c) until the Conmi ssi oner for

Vocati onal Education has certified that such program does not

duplicate, at a conparable cost to the student, a proqgram

currently avail able at another institution within the sane

Section 6. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 2507. 1. Paynents on Account of Vocati onal

Cccupational Training Prograns.--(a) FEvery school district and

every vocational school district, regardl ess of classification,

shall be paid by the Commobnwealth for every school year, on

account of vocati onal occupational training prograns, eighty per

cent (80% of the sum whi ch was expended by the district for the

conpensati on of vocati onal occupati onal training program

t eachers and supervi sors. For the purpose of conputing

rei nbursenent, the nmaxi num conpensati on shall be twel ve doll ars

($12.00) per instructional hour, and the anount expended f or

supervi sory salaries shall not exceed twenty per cent (20% of
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t he sum expended for teachers' salaries: Provided, That, in

speci al cases when travel tine or unusual preparati on of

instructional materials or other factors result in an i nadequate

conpensati on, the Departnent of Educati on may approve additi onal

rei nbursabl e enpl oynent tine for such additi onal services upon

t he subm ssi on of adequate substanti ative evidence fromthe

responsi bl e superi ntendent of school s.

(b)Y For purposes of this section, rei nbursenent shall be

provided for instruction for persons no |l onger enrolled in

school . These prograns shall be conducted in the eveni ng or at

hours when workers are able to attend and shall include either

instruction that increases the skill or know edge of the workers

in the occupation in which they are enpl oyed or wish to be

enpl oyed or instruction for those who are unenpl oyed or about to

becone unenpl oyed because of changi ng conditions in industry.

Section 7. The sum of $100, 000, or as mnuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Education
to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 8. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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