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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1551 3%

| NTRODUCED BY WESTON, J. TAYLOR, PERZEL, JACKSON, DI STLER,
KGOSl NSKI, VROON, KENNEY, WOGAN AND NMAI ALE, JUNE 11, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FI NANCE, JUNE 11, 1987

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 27, 1939 (P.L.1199, No.404), entitled
"An act relating to the assessnent of real and personal
property and ot her subjects of taxation in counties of the
first class; providing for the appoi ntnment of nenbers of the
board of revision of taxes by the judges of the courts of
common pl eas; providing for the appointnment, by the board, of
personal property assessors, real estate assessors and
assi stant real estate assessors, clerks and other enpl oyes;
fixing the salaries of nmenbers of the board, assessors and
assi stant assessors, and providing for the paynent of
sal ari es and expenses fromthe county treasury; prescribing
the powers and duties of the board and of the assessors, the
ti me and manner of naking assessnents, of the revision and
notice of assessnents and of appeals therefrom prescribing
the records of assessnents; and repealing existing | aws,"
providing for a limted suspension of reassessnent;
establishing a property assessnment review conmm ssion; and
provi ding for the conm ssion's power and duti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title of the act of June 27, 1939 (P.L. 1199,
No. 404), entitled "An act relating to the assessnent of real and
personal property and other subjects of taxation in counties of
the first class; providing for the appoi ntnment of nenbers of the

board of revision of taxes by the judges of the courts of conmmon
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pl eas; providing for the appointnent, by the board, of personal
property assessors, real estate assessors and assistant real
estate assessors, clerks and other enployes; fixing the salaries
of menbers of the board, assessors and assistant assessors, and
provi ding for the paynment of salaries and expenses fromthe
county treasury; prescribing the powers and duties of the board
and of the assessors, the tinme and manner of naki ng assessnents,
of the revision and notice of assessnents and of appeal s
therefrom prescribing the records of assessnents; and repealing
existing laws,"” is anended to read:
AN ACT

Rel ating to the assessnent of real and personal property and

ot her subjects of taxation in counties of the first class;

provi ding for the appoi ntnment of nenbers of the board of

revi sion of taxes by the judges of the courts of conmmon

pl eas; providing for the appointnment, by the board, of

personal property assessors, real estate assessors and

assi stant real estate assessors, clerks and other enpl oyes;

fixing the salaries of nmenbers of the board, assessors and

assi stant assessors, and providing for the paynent of

sal ari es and expenses fromthe county treasury; prescribing

the powers and duties of the board and of the assessors, the

ti me and manner of naking assessnents, of the revision and

noti ce of assessnents and of appeals therefrom providing for

a property assessnent review conmm ssion and prescribing its

powers and duties; prescribing the records of assessnents;

and repealing existing | aws.
Section 2. This act is anended by adding sections to read:

Section 13.1. (a) Upon conpletion of any current countyw de

reassessnent which is being performed by the board pursuant to
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its powers under this act or pursuant to a court order and which

is in progress upon the effective date of this section, further

reassessnent of any property reassessed as part thereof shall be

suspended for a period not to exceed the shorter of two years or

the period ending sixty days subsequent to the filing of a final

report of a first class county property assessnent revi ew

conmmi ssion created by section 13.2 of this act.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit

t he assessnment of new construction or the reassessnent of

currently assessed property due to the constructi on of additions

to, or substantial alterations of, such properties.

Section 13.2. (a) There is hereby created in each city and

county of the first class a property assessnent revi ew

commi ssion, hereinafter referred to as the comm ssion, to revi ew

the results of a conpl eted countyw de reassessnent.

(b)Y (1) The comm ssion shall be conposed of seven nmenbers

appoi nted by the chief executive of each city of the first cl ass

coterminous with a county of the first class. Not fewer than

three of the nenbers shall be experienced in the assessnent of

the val uation of real property, and not nore than two of the

menbers shall be officers or enpl oyes of the Commonwealth, its

political subdivisions, or any instrunentalities thereof.

(2) In the event that the chief executive officer fails to

make appoi ntnents to the conm ssion created by this section

within sixty days of the conpletion of any reassessnent that

triggers a suspension as provided for in section 13.1, the

president of city council, the majority | eader of city counci

and the mnority |leader of city council of each city of the

first class coternminous with a county of the first class shal

make such appoi nt ments.
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(c) The conmm ssion shall have the foll owi ng powers and

duti es:

(1) To review a newWy conpl eted countyw de reassessnent in

order to determne its fairness, equity and uniformty on a

countywi de basis to ensure that each area or nei ghborhood w thin

the county has been assessed with respect to its proper fair

mar ket value in relation to every other area or nei ghbor hood.

(2) To informthe chief executive of each city of the first

class and the CGeneral Assenbly of any probl ens, disparities or

discrimnation that it finds in a countyw de reassessnent.

(3) To nmke recomendati ons to the chi ef executive of each

city of the first class and the board of revision of taxes to

enable themto assure equity and fairness in future

reassessnents.

(4) To nake recomendati ons to the General Assenbly for any

statutory changes percei ved necessary to ensure fair and

equi tabl e reassessnents in the future and to ensure that the

reassessnent of property cannot be used to provide revenue

windfalls in the first year subsequent to reassessnent in excess

of one hundred five percent of revenues collected prior to any

reassessnent.

(5) To issue a final report of its findings and

reconmendations to the chi ef executive of each city of the first

class and the board of revision of taxes not |later than two

vears subsequent to the conpl eti on of any countyw de

reassessnent.

(d) The chief executive of each city of the first cl ass

shal | desi gnate one of the nenbers of the conmi ssi on as

chai rman. The chai rnman shall be charged with the adm ni stration

of the conmi ssion and the transaction of its routine busi ness
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and shall execute the orders and policies of the conm ssion.

(e) Four nenbers of the conm ssion shall constitute a quorum

and nay transact any and all busi ness upon a majority vote of

those present at a duly convened public neeting.

(f) The conmm ssion shall have the power to enpl oy such

enpl oyes, assistants and experts as nay be necessary to carry

out its tasks, subject only to the appropriation allocated to it

by the city of the first class coterm nous with a county of the

first class which creates its.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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