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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1315 %%

| NTRODUCED BY KUKOVI CH, BELFANTI, TIGUE, DeWEESE, GODSHALL,
VROON, E. Z. TAYLOR, BELARDI, RYBAK, J. L. WRI GHT, PRESTON,
BROUJCS, RITTER, DAW DA, JOHNSQON, GRUPPO, ARGALL, LASHI NCGER,
HAYDEN, SAURMAN, SCHULER, NOYE, VAN HORNE, LEH, HALUSKA,
MAI ALE, MARKCSEK, MORRI'S, BOWBER, LaCGROTTA, YANDRI SEVI TS,
FREEMAN, CHADW CK, PI STELLA, PHI LLIPS, BUNT, MHALE, MELIQ
SHONERS, BLAUM M COZZIE, COY, J. TAYLOR, COLE, JACKSON,
McVERRY, CARLSON, ANGSTADT, FI SCHER, VEON, BALDW N, RAYMOND,
KENNEY, NAHI LL, KOSI NSKI, BUSH, FOX, WOZN AK, LEVDANSKY
LI VENGOOD, MRKONI C, | TKIN, DeLUCA, OLASZ, PETRARCA, PETRONE
WASS, GEI ST, BIRMELIN, DI ETTERI CK, KASUNI C AND PERZEL,
MAY 11, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON M LI TARY AND VETERANS AFFAI RS
MAY 11, 1987
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AN ACT

Creating the Vietnam Veterans' Menorial Comm ssion; prescribing
duties; and establishing a fund.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Vi etnam
Vet erans' Menorial Comm ssion Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.

(a) Recognition of contributions.--The General Assenbly
recogni zes the great contributions and unsel fish sacrifices nade
by Pennsyl vani a service people during the Vietnam Conflict.

(b) Absence of nenorial.--The General Assenbly further
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recogni zes that no adequate, appropriate and permanent nenori al
has ever been erected in appreciation of and in tribute to those
Pennsyl vani a servi ce people who gave devoted and dedi cated
service to their country and this Commonweal t h.

(c) Erection of nenorial.--The CGeneral Assenbly believes
that, in consideration of the foregoing, a positive, pernmanent
and patriotic nenorial should be erected on State grounds or
property owned by the Commonweal th in appreciation of the ful
nmeasure of devotion given by Vietnam veteran service peopl e.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmm ssion.” The Vietnam Veterans' Menorial Conm ssion
created by this act.

"Fund."” The Vietnam Veterans' Menorial Trust Fund
established by this act.

Section 4. Vietnam Veterans' Menorial Conm ssion.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established the Vietnam
Vet erans’ Menorial Comm ssion to undertake, supervise and
coordi nate the design, selection and erection, on State grounds
or property owned by the Conmonweal th, of an appropriately
patriotic and positive physical nonunent or nenorial as a
testament of appreciation fromthe Comonwealth to those
Pennsyl vani a servi ce persons who served in the Republic of
Vi etnam during the Vietnam Conflict period.

(b) Conposition of conmm ssion.--The comi ssion shall be
conposed of the foll ow ng:

(1) Two nenbers of the Senate to be appointed by the

President pro tenpore of the Senate, one fromthe nmgjority
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1 party and one fromthe mnority party. Preference shall be

2 gi ven to honorably di scharged Vi et nam vet er ans.

3 (2) Two nenbers of the House of Representatives to be

4 appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one
5 fromthe majority party and one fromthe mnority party.

6 Preference shall be given to honorably discharged Vi etnam

7 vet er ans.

8 (3) The Secretary of General Services, or his designee.
9 (4) The Executive Director of the Pennsylvania

10 Hi storical and Museum Conmi ssion, or his designee.

11 (5) One non-voting nenber, appointed by the Governor,
12 who shall be an architect.

13 (6) Five nenbers, appointed by the Governor, who shal
14 be Vietnam veterans. At |east one of these nmenbers shall be a
15 woman, and one shall be a nenber of the Veterans of the

16 Vi etnam Conflict, or his designee.

17 (7) The Conmmander of the Pennsylvania War Veterans

18 Council, or his designee.

19 (8) The State Adjutant of the Pennsylvania Veterans of
20 Foreign Wars, or his designee.
21 (9) The Pennsylvania State Commander of the Disabl ed
22 Ameri can Veterans, or his designee.
23 (10) The State Adjutant of the Pennsyl vania Anmerican
24 Legi on, or his designee.
25 (11) The Adjutant Ceneral of the Departnent of Mlitary
26 Affairs, or his designee.
27 (12) The Director of the Bureau of Veterans Affairs in
28 the Departnent of Mlitary Affairs.
29 (13) One non-voting nmenber, appointed by the Governor,
30 who shall be a certified public accountant.
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1 (c) Terms.--Al nenbers shall serve for a period of three

2 years fromthe date of their appointnment, except that no nenber
3 appointed under subsection (b)(1), (2), (3), (4), (7), (8), (9),
4 (10), (11) or (12) shall serve past the date of expiration of

5 his respective office.

6 (d) Vacancies.--Vacancies in the nenbership of the

7 conm ssion shall be filled in the same manner as the original

8 appoi nt nent.

9 (e) Organization and procedure. --

10 (1) The conmi ssion shall neet initially within 90 days
11 after the effective date of this act and shall elect, by a
12 majority of all its nenbers, a chairman, vice chairman and a
13 secretary fromanong its nmenbers, each to serve for a term of
14 t hree years.

15 (2) A nmjority of all the nenbers of the conm ssion

16 shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of business.
17 (3) The conm ssion nay adopt rules for its governnent,
18 or gani zati on and procedures, not inconsistent with the

19 provi sions of this act.
20 (f) Expenses.--Conm ssion nenbers shall receive no
21 conpensation for their services but shall be reinbursed as
22 hereinafter provided for all necessary travel and other
23 reasonabl e expenses incurred in connection with the perfornance
24 of their duties as nenbers of the conm ssion.
25 Section 5. Duties of conm ssion.
26 In addition to other powers conferred by this act, the
27 comm ssion shall have the power:
28 (1) To develop a conprehensive plan and design for a
29 physi cal nonunment to be | ocated on State grounds or property
30 owned by the Commonweal th honoring Vi et nam vet erans.
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(2) To coordinate and supervise the gathering of various
designs for the nonunment, to nmake a final design selection
and to select an appropriate physical site for erection of
t he nonunent on State grounds or property owned by the
Conmonweal t h.

(3) To receive, for and on behal f of the Commobnweal t h,
nonetary gifts or bequests which shall be deposited in the
Vi et nam Vet erans' Menorial Trust Fund.

(4) To accept grants and subsidies fromand enter into
agreenents or other transactions with any Federal agency or
agency of the Commonwealth or other entity.

(5) To enter into contracts and to execute al
i nstruments necessary or convenient for carrying on its
oper at i ons.

(6) To issue appropriate regulations for the
i npl enentation of this act.

(7) To do all other things necessary or convenient to
carry out the powers granted to it by this act.

Section 6. Vietnam Veterans' Menorial Trust Fund.

(a) Establishnent and adm nistration.--There i s hereby
established a separate fund in the State Treasury to be known as
t he Vietnam Veterans' Menorial Trust Fund. The fund shall be
adm ni stered by the comm ssion, and all noneys in the fund are
her eby appropriated to the conm ssion on a continui ng basis.

(b) Purpose.--The noneys in the fund shall be used:

(1) For the design and sel ection of an appropriate
physi cal nonunment to be erected on State grounds or property
owned by the Commobnweal th and ot her costs incidental thereto.

(2) For the paynent of the necessary travel and other

reasonabl e expenses incurred by nmenbers of the comm ssion. No
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1 nore than 0.5% of the fund shall be set aside for this

2 purpose, with the renaining balance at the end of each fiscal
3 year returned to the corpus of the fund.

4 (c) Contributions and solicitation of funds.--

5 (1) The conm ssion is hereby authorized:

6 (i) To accept, on behalf of the Commonwealth, gifts,
7 donati ons, |egacies and usages of noney fromindividuals,
8 organi zations, public or private corporations and ot her
9 simlar entities.

10 (ii) To solicit and rai se noneys from public and

11 private sources.

12 (2) Al noneys received or raised under this subsection
13 shall be paid into the State Treasury and credited to the

14 f und.

15 Section 7. Expenditure of funds prohibited.

16 No taxpayer funds shall be expended for the design, selection
17 or erection of the Vietnam Veterans' Menorial.

18 Section 8. Initial appointnents.

19 Initial appointnents to the comm ssion shall be nade within
20 30 days of the effective date of this act.

21 Section 9. General repeal.

22 Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
23 inconsistent with this act.

24 Section 10. Expiration.

25 This act expires in three years, unless extended by statute.
26 Section 11. Effective date.

27 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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