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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1228 =%

| NTRODUCED BY DONATUCCI, RI EGER, PI STELLA, RYBAK, GRUPPQO, | TKIN
CARN, MELI O, MRKONI C, M COZZI E, DeLUCA, TRELLO, FREEMAN,
McHALE, KOSINSKI, E. Z. TAYLOR, DURHAM JGCOSEPHS, KENNEY,
RAYMOND, HARPER AND M CHLOVI C, APRIL 29, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, APRIL 29, 1987
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AN ACT
Providing for itempricing of grocery itens; providing further
duties of the Departnment of Agriculture; and providing
penal ti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the G ocery Item
Pricing Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the
Commonweal t h.

"Grocery itens.” Al food itenms nmeant for human consunpti on

and sold at retail. The term shall not incl ude:

(1) Itenms sold through vendi ng machi nes.
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(2) Food sold for consunption on the prem ses.

(3) Snack food offered for sale in single packages
wei ghi ng five ounces or |ess.

(4) MIk, eggs and unpackaged produce if the price is
clearly indicated by a conspi cuous sign or otherw se | ocated
at or near the point of sale.

Section 3. Mndatory item pricing.

(a) Certain establishnents.--Beginning January 1, 1987,
every person, firm partnership, copartnership, corporation or
associ ation which sells or offers for sale, grocery itens shal
di sclose to the consuner the itemprice of the conmodity.

(b) Display.--lItemprices shall be displayed to any consuner
t hrough mar ki ngs which are cl ear, conspi cuous and plainly
vi si bl e. Such markings shall be marked or stanped on, or tagged
or affixed to, the itemand shall display the selling price in
Arabi ¢ nuneral s.

Section 4. Notification of violation.

(a) Procedures.--Prior to instituting any action, the
Secretary of Agriculture shall notify the offending food store
of the specific elements of the violation, and the food store
shall have 30 days in which to correct the violation.

(b) Corrections.--1f the violation is corrected not |ater
than 30 days after receipt of the notification, no penalty shal
be i nmposed. For purposes of this section, a violation occurs
when a food store fails to have a clearly readable price on 12
identical itenms of the sane comodity.

Section 5. Effect of nonconpliance.

(a) Violations.--If, after being notified of a violation, a

food store fails to remedy the violation, failure to have a

clearly readable price on 12 identical itens of the sane
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1 commodity shall constitute nonconpliance.

2 (b) Additional violations.--In these cases, each additional
3 group of 12 identical units not itempriced or inproperly priced
4 shall constitute a violation. Each day a violation is continued
5 after the 30-day period has expired shall constitute a separate
6 violation.

7 Section 6. Rules and regul ations.

8 The departnent shall pronulgate the rules and regul ati ons

9 necessary to carry out this act.

10 Section 7. Penalty.

11 An establishment which violates this act commts a summary
12 offense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine
13 of $1,000 for each violation.

14 Section 8. Effective date.

15 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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