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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 861 %5

| NTRODUCED BY DI STLER, BOWSER, BELFANTI, CARLSON, BUNT, CAW.EY
GElI ST, JADLOW EC AND STABACK, MARCH 17, 1987
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AN ACT
Amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, authorizing and regulating reptile sacking
cont est s.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 30 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 2909. Reptil e sacki ng contests.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Oqganized reptile hunts may i ncl ude

sacki ng contests under the foll owi ng conditions:

(1) The sponsor and the partici pants have procured al

pernmits required by the conm ssi on.

(2) The hunt is conducted in the nonths of June, July

and August, unl ess otherwi se permtted by the executive

di rector.

(3) Al reptiles caught in the sacki ng contest are

handl ed in such manner as to prevent injury to the reptil es,

to participants in the contest and to the spectators. This
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shall not be construed to prohibit free handling of reptil es.

The sacki ng of both poi sonous and nonpoi sonous reptil es shal

be permtted.

(4) Each reptile caught in the contest is returned to

the approximate | ocation at which it was caught within 48

hours of the tinme of capture. Primary responsibility for

return of the reptiles shall be upon the partici pant, but

shall al so be upon the sponsor, under the supervision of the

conmi ssi on.

(b) Penalties.--Any person who sponsors or participates in a

reptile sacking contest in violation of this section conmts a

sunmary offense of the first deqree. Each reptile which is

captured or possessed in violation of this section shal

constitute a separate offense. In addition to any penalty

i nposed, any person convicted of a violation under this section

shall be ineligible for a pernit to sponsor or participate in an

organi zed reptile hunt for a period of five years.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Hunt." The pursuit of reptiles in an effort to capture such
creatures.
"Organi zed reptil e and anphi bian hunt." A hunt for reptiles

i nvolving two or nore individuals acting in concert to seek,

pursue and capture Commonweal th reptiles at an event where

reptiles are hunted on a conparative basis. An event may be

consi dered an organi zed reptil e hunt when one or nore of the

foll owng factors are present:

(1) The event is sponsored or pronoted by a person or

organi zati on.
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1 (2) The event involves the award of trophies, prizes or
2 ot her recognition to persons or groups for capturing

3 reptiles.

4 (3) The sponsors of the events or others publicize the

5 event to encourage attendance of spectators.

6 (4) The sponsors or _organizers of the event have their

7 own rules for the conduct of the hunt.

8 "Sacking contest."” A conpetition or procedure where, through
9 the free handling of reptiles, participants endeavor to be first
10 to place reptiles in a sack, bag or simlar container in a tined
11 event.
12 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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