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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 483 %5

Report of the Committee of Conference

To the Menbers of the House of Representatives and Senate:

We, the undersigned, Commttee of Conference on the part of
t he House of Representatives and Senate for the purpose of
considering House Bill No. 483, entitled:
"An act * * * AMENDI NG THE ACT OF DECEMBER 15, 1986 (P.L. 1610,
NO. 181), ENTI TLED ' AN ACT PROVI DI NG FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT AND
OPERATI ON OF A STATEW DE SYSTEM FOR THE PREVENTI ON AND CONTROL
OF RABI ES; | MPOSI NG ADDI TI ONAL PONERS AND DUTI ES ON THE
DEPARTMENTS OF AGRI CULTURE AND HEALTH; PROVI DI NG FOR EMERGENCY
DECLARATI ONS; FI XI NG PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS; AND MAKI NG AN
APPROPRI ATI ON, ' PROVI DI NG FOR VACCI NATI ON OF ANI MALS | N ANI MAL
SHELTERS; AND FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE
ACT, "

respectfully submt the following bill as our report:

RUSSELL P. LETTERVAN
CURT BONLEY
ROBERT W GODSHALL

(Committee on the part of the House of Representatives.)

ROY W WLT
EDWARD W HELFRI CK
PATRI CK J. STAPLETON

(Committee on the part of the Senate.)
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 15, 1986 (P.L.1610, No.181),
entitled "An act providing for the establishment and
operation of a Statew de systemfor the prevention and
control of rabies; inposing additional powers and duties on
the Departnents of Agriculture and Health; providing for
energency declarations; fixing penalties for violations; and
maki ng an appropriation,”™ providing for vaccination of
animals in licensed kennels and a negligence standard for
veterinarians participating in |low cost rabies clinics; and
further providing for the effective date of the act.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8 of the act of Decenber 15, 1986
(P.L.1610, No.181), known as the Rabies Prevention and Contr ol
in Domestic Animals and Wildlife Act, is anended to read:
Section 8. Vaccination required; certificate and tag.

(a) Requirenent.--Every person living in this Conmonwealt h,
owni ng or keeping a dog or cat over three nonths of age, shal
cause that dog or cat to be vaccinated agai nst rabies. Rabies
vacci ne shall be adm nistered by a |icensed veterinarian or
under the supervision of a |icensed veterinarian. The
Commonweal th shal |l recogni ze the three-year rabies vaccine as
t he vaccine to be used. Those animals vaccinated after one year
of age shall get booster vaccinations every three years
thereafter. Those aninmals vaccinated prior to one year of age
will be considered protected for only one year and shall receive
a booster vaccination one year |later on the anniversary date of
the original vaccination and shall be vaccinated every three

years thereafter

(b) O her persons.--

(1) [State-licensed kennel owners] Omers of State-

li censed private or breedi ng kennels and operators of State-
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li censed nonprofit kennels who have been exam ned and

certified by the departnent under this subsection may
adm ni ster rabies vaccine to animals [owned by them which

are either owned by the private or breedi ng kennel or which

are in the possession of the nonprofit kennel.

(2) The departnent shall devel op, inplenent and
adm ni ster a conprehensi ve rabi es vaccination instruction
program enconpassing a witten exam nation, which, if
successfully conpleted, will lead to departnental
certification. The departnent may assess a fee for the
program and exam nation [which shall not exceed $10]. All
fees received and all costs incurred shall be deposited in or
expended fromthe Dog Fund. The departnent shall promul gate
all rules and regul ati ons necessary to inplenment this
subsecti on.

(3) State-licensed kennel owners and operators of State-

| icensed nonprofit kennels who obtain the required

certification shall:

(i) Purchase and adnmi nister an inactivated rabies

vacci ne for vaccination of dogs and cats only froma

licensed veterinarian [or the departnent] or a source

approved by the departnent.

(1i) Admnister the vaccine in an approved nanner.
(ti1) Miintain detailed records for at |east three
years whi ch i ndi cate:
(A) The nane, type, |ot nunber, date of purchase
and date of admi nistration of the rabies vaccine.
(B) A detailed description of the ani nal
vacci nat ed.

(C© The nane, address and tel ephone nunber of

19870H0483B1837 - 2 -
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t he person who adm ni stered the vacci ne.

(c) Certificate and tag of vaccination.--Every licensed
veterinarian who vacci nates a dog or cat agai nst rabies shall
i ssue a vaccination certificate and tag provided by the
manufacturer to the owner. Information contained in rabies
vacci nation records shall not be used for the purpose of
licensing animals or for taxation of individuals for owning
animals. For the purposes of this section, each |icensed
veterinarian may select a vaccine of his choice and use the
procedures for admnistering it as are consistent with the
recommendat i ons of the Federal agency which Iicenses the
vacci ne.

(d) Enforcenent.--1t shall be the duty of every police
of ficer or State dog warden or the designated mnunicipal animal
control officer to issue a citation to every person who owns a
dog or cat which is not vaccinated pursuant to subsection (a) or
(b).

(e) Aninmals received by nonprofit kennels.--Notw thstandi ng

any provision of this act, a nonprofit kennel is not required to

vacci nate an ani mal recei ved by the kennel for a period of ten

days.
Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 9.1. Veterinarians participating in | owcost rabies

clinics.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherwi se provided in this

section, no veterinarian or an assi stant under the direction of

the veterinarian shall be liable to any person for civil danmages

as a result of any acts or onissions conmitted as a parti ci pant

in a lowcost rabies clinic established under section 9, unless

the conduct of the veterinarian falls bel ow the standards

19870H0483B1837 - 3 -
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generally practi ced and accepted in |like circunstances by

veterinarians performng the sane or simlar acts, and unless it

is shown that the veterinarian did an act or omtted the doi ng

of an act which the veterinarian was under a recogni zed duty to

another to do, knowi ng or having reason to know that the act or

onmi ssion created a risk of actual harmto the person or property

of another. It shall be insufficient to inpose liability to

establish only that the conduct of the veterinarian fell bel ow

ordi nary standards of care.

(b)Y Exception.--Nothing in this section shall be construed

as affecting or nodifying any existing | egal basis for

deternmining the liability, or any defense thereto, of a

veterinarian set forth in the act of Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L. 995,

No. 326), known as the Veterinary Medicine Practice Act.

Section 3. Section 15 of the act is anended to read:
Section 15. Ef fecti ve date.

[ This] Except for sections 11 and 12, which shall take effect

Septenber 1, 1987, this act shall take effect in 60 days.

Section 4. This act shall be retroactive to Decenmber 15,
1986.

Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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