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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 482 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ARGALL, LUCYK, BALDWN AND McCALL, FEBRUARY 25,
1987

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON CONSERVATI ON, FEBRUARY 25, 1987
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 26, 1978 (P.L.1415, No.333),
entitled "An act designating a portion of the Schuyl kill

Ri ver as a conponent of the Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers System

in accordance with the Pennsyl vania Scenic Rivers Act;

aut horizing further classification; providing for

cooperation, limtation of liability and protection of

critical areas, and authorizing the expenditure of noneys,"
extendi ng the designation to an additional portion of the

Schuyl kill River and to two of its tributaries.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 2, 4, 7 and 8 of the act of Novenber 26,
1978 (P.L.1415, No.333), known as the Schuylkill Scenic R ver
Act, are anended to read:

Section 2. Legislative findings and purpose.

The Departnent of Environnental Resources has, in accordance

with the act of Decenber 5, 1972 (P.L.1277, No.283), known as

the "Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers Act,"” fulfilled its obligations
and responsibilities prerequisite to the designation of a

portion of the Schuylkill R ver and a portion of two of its

tributaries as a conponent of the Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers
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System The designation of this Schuylkill scenic river
conmponent by this act is with the view of conserving and
enhancing its scenic quality and of pronoting public
recreational enjoynent in conjunction with present and future
commercial, agricultural, residential, industrial and
transportational uses, all in accordance with the policy and
provi sions of the "Pennsylvania Scenic R vers Act."

Section 4. Designation and classification.

(a) The portion of the Schuylkill River, including related
adj acent | and areas, fromthe Forks at Port dinton, Schuyl kil
County, to Fairnmont Dam Phil adel phia County, excepting the 5.2
mle segment between Norristown Damand Spring MII Creek, is
desi gnated as a conponent of the Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers

System under the Pennsyl vania Scenic Rivers Act. The Schuyl kil

Ri ver designation is extended to i nclude a portion of the

Schuyl kill River and rel ated adjacent | and areas in Schuyl ki |

and Ber ks Counties and portions of the West Branch and Little

Schuyl kill River tributaries and their rel ated adj acent | and

areas in Schuylkill County. The boundaries of the conponent and

of the classified segnents have been defined by the Departnent
of Environnental Resources and are shown on the [nmap] naps

entitled "SCHUYLKILL RI VER STUDY" and_ "SCHUYLKILL RI VER

EXTENSI ON STUDY" which [is] are on file and available for public

i nspection in the [Bureau] Division of Land Records, [Departnent

of Conmmunity Affairs] Pennsylvania Historical and Miseum

(b) Segnments of the conponent are classified as foll ows:
(1) Port dinton (Forks) to Cross Keys (Bridge)--16.2
river mles--recreational.

(2) Cross Keys (Bridge) to Reading (Route 422 above

19870H0482B0520 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Fritz Island)--12.3 mles--nodified recreational.

(3) Reading (Route 422 Bridge over Fritz Island) to
Dougl assville (Bridge)--15.3 river mles--recreational.

(4) Douglassville (Bridge) to Norristown Dam-34.2 river
m | es--nodified recreational.

(5) Spring MII Creek to Fairnmont Dam-10.4 river
m | es--nodified recreational.

(6) Route 209 (H ghway) to Cressona Route 183 (Bridge)- -

5.0 river mles--recreational.

(7)) Cressona Route 183 (Bridge) to Auburn Basin

(Spillway)--9.6 river nmiles--nodified recreational.

(8) Auburn Basin (Spillway) to Port Cinton (Forks)--7.4

river mles--recreational.

(9) Port dinton (Forks) to T848 (Bridge)--9.2 river

m | es--pastoral .

(c) The Secretary of Environnental Resources is authorized
to classify the 5.2 mle segnent between Norristown Dam and
Spring MIIl Creek as "nodified recreational” when he determ nes
that it neets the criteria for such classification. Wen so
classified, that segment shall becone part of the Schuyl kill
scenic river conponent designated under this act, and all of the
provi sions of this act and of the "Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers
Act" shall becone applicable thereto.

Section 7. Cooperation of |ocal authorities.

The Departnent of Environnmental Resources shall encourage al
| evel s of governnent, Federal, State and |local, and private
i ndi vi dual s and organi zations to recogni ze and protect those
areas within the Schuylkill scenic river conponent which have
been determ ned by the Departnent of Environnmental Resources to

be critical areas and are shown as such on the [map] naps
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entitled "SCHUYLKILL RI VER STUDY" and_ "SCHUYLKILL RI VER

EXTENSI ON STUDY" which [is] are on file and available for public

i nspection in the [Bureau] Division of Land Records, [Departnent

of Conmmunity Affairs] Pennsylvania Historical and Miseum

Section 8. Expenditure of funds.
The Departnents of Environnental Resources and Community
Affairs are authorized to expend noneys when avail able for:
(1) technical assistance for inplenmentation of and
pl anni ng under the study of the Schuylkill River conducted by
t he Departnent of Environnmental Resources under the
"Pennsyl vani a Scenic Rivers Act"” and known as the "Schuyl ki |

Scenic River Study" and "Schuylkill River Extension Study";

and
(2) assistance in the devel opnent of a bookl et guide for
recreational users of the Schuylkill scenic river conponent.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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