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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 265 55

| NTRODUCED BY CAPPABI ANCA, MANDERI NO, DORR, F. TAYLOR, GALLEN,
DOVBROWBKI , HALUSKA, COWELL, COY, KOSI NSKI, HERSHEY, LANGIRY,
VEON, DeWEESE, FREEMAN, STABACK, CARLSON, MORRI'S, JOHNSON,
SWEET, BOYES, MAI ALE, BLAUM EVANS, MERRY, MHALE, WOGAN,
STEI GHANER, McCALL, KENNEY, G SNYDER, LI VENGOOD, TRELLQ
BUSH, LASHI NGER, CARN, PETRONE, VAN HORNE, MVERRY, CAWEY,
TI GUE, PUNT, PISTELLA, BELARDI, PRESSMANN, BALDW N, | TKI N
GANNCN, COLAFELLA, DUFFY, CGRUPPO, W LSON, HERVAN, KUKOVI CH,
LaGROITA, HARPER, DeLUCA, JOSEPHS, FARGO BOWBER, BLACK,
E. Z. TAYLOR DI STLER, MARKGOSEK, HECKLER, YANDRI SEVI TS, BURD
RI TTER, HUGHES, BROUJOS AND PHI LLI PS, FEBRUARY 9, 1987

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 24, 1987
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AN ACT
Amending Title 66 (Public Uilities) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, providing for the representation of
smal | busi ness ratepayers in proceedings involving general
rate increases; and naking an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 66 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 306. 1. Representati on of snmall busi nesses.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wen nenbers of the Ofice of Trial Staff

participate in the prosecuti on of a proceedi ng i nvol ving a

general rate increase under section 1308 (relating to voluntary

changes in rates), at | east one of those staff nenbers shal

represent the interests of small busi ness ratepayers on i ssues
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involving rate structure unless the Director of Trial Staff

deternines that representing small busi ness ratepayers in the

proceeding i S not necessary because those ratepayers are

ot herwi se adequately represented or that the resources avail abl e

are not adequat e.

(b) Petitions.--In determining if and in what way it wll

represent the interests of small busi ness ratepayers in

accordance with subsection (a), the Ofice of Trial Staff, in a

proceedi ng i nvol ving a general rate i ncrease, nmay consi der

petitions presented in witing by small busi ness ratepayers.

Wthin a reasonable tine after receipt of a petition, the Ofice

of Trial Staff shall notify the petitioners, or the principal

sponsors of the petition, of the action taken or intended to be

taken with respect to the matters presented in the petition and

the reasons for such action.

(c) Report.--The conmi ssion shall annually subnmt a report

to the General Assenbly containing a review of the general rate

i ncrease proceedi ngs in which small busi ness rat epayers were

represented by the O fice of Trial Staff as required by this

section and of the general rate i ncrease proceedi ngs in which

smal | busi ness ratepayers were not represented by the Ofice of

Trial Staff, including the reasons for not providing

representation in those proceedi ngs.

(d) Repaynent of appropriation.--Any funds appropriated from

the General Fund for the purposes of this section shall be

repaid to the General Fund in the next fiscal year fromthe

funds assessed for the operati on of the conmm ssi on under secti on

510 (relating to assessnent for requl atory expenses upon public

utilities).

(e) Definition.--As used in this section, the term"snal
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busi ness ratepayer"” neans a commercial or industrial custoner

which is a sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation,

associ ati on or other business entity, and which has fewer than

250 enpl oyees or a net worth of not nore than $2, 000, 000.
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Section 3 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1987, or <—
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i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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