SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 97, 531, 842 PRINTER S NO. 1331

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 88 >Toar”

| NTRODUCED BY | RVIS, RYAN, PITTS, KOSINSKI, HONAMAN AND BUNT,
FEBRUARY 2, 1987

SENATOR VENGER, STATE GOVERNMENT, AS AMENDED, | N SENATE,
APRI L 28, 1987
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AN ACT
Providing for the celebration of the 200th Anniversary of

Pennsylvania's ratification of the United States

Constitution; providing for a reenactnent of ratification

events by a legislative commttee and certain students;

provi ding for debating and essay contests and ot her events;

creating the Legislative Bicentennial Subcommttee, providing

for its powers and duties and transferring an unexpended
appropriation thereto; inposing duties upon internediate
units; and providing for the term nation of the subconmttee.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Comrenoration
of the Pennsylvania Ratification of the United States
Constitution Act.

Section 2. Legislative findings and purpose.

(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania finds as foll ows:

(1) Pennsylvania, which on Decenber 12, 1787, becane the

second state to ratify the United States Constitution, also
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was the first state to witness the historical and far-
reachi ng confrontati on between the Federalists and the Anti -
Federal i sts over anendnents defining the rights of citizens.

(2) Pennsylvania's Anti-Federalists were mnority
menbers of the Pennsylvania ratifying conventi on who opposed
ratification because they believed that the proposed
centralized Federal systemw thout the protection of a
"national bill of rights” was intimdating and unacceptabl e.

(3) Pennsylvania's Federalists, who prevailed as
majority nmenbers of the ratifying convention, argued
persuasi vely that the Anti-Federalists had confused a
republic with a direct denocracy. They argued that size and
nunbers did not matter in a republic if elected
representatives of citizens were able to neet in a central
pl ace. They believed also that America's diversity provided a
natural system of "checks and bal ances” which insured liberty
because no one interest or class could becone too powerful.

(4) Pennsylvania's unique famliarity with the
provi sions of the new Constitution and its opposing issues
stens fromthe fact that two of the Convention's eight
del egates were intimately involved with its fram ng. Janes
Wlson wote the first draft, and Gouverneur Mrris wote the
final draft.

(5) Although Pennsylvania's Anti-Federalists |ost their
battle to add the ten anendnents to the Constitution, their
ent husiasm was instrunental, during the ratification debates
in other states, in securing the attachment of the "Bill of
Rights" to the ratified Constitution in 1791.

(6) Delegate Benjam n Franklin had authored a

"Declaration of Rights" for Pennsylvania' s 1776 Constitution.
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This protection of the rights of Pennsylvania citizens served
as a nodel for the Federal Constitution's "Bill of Rights."
(b) Purpose. --

(1) The controversy, aroused in 1787 by the debates over
t he purpose and need for the protection of citizens' rights
to be included in our United States Constitution, continues
to this day.

(2) Through the reenactnent of Pennsylvania's
ratification of the United States Constitution,

Pennsyl vani a's General Assenbly in the 1987 session intends
to stinulate spirited discussions of the ideals expressed in
the "Bill of Rights” within the conmunity and anong

Pennsyl vani a school children. Such di scussi ons and debat es
anong all Pennsyl vani ans during the 200th Anni versary
celebration can only lead to a deeper awareness and
appreciation of the freedons guaranteed by our United States
Consti tution.

(3) Wile the rights of all Anmerica' s people were not
fully recognized at the tine of the initial ratification of
the United States Constitution, it is now clear that the
original Constitution was a living, pliable docunent. It was
anmendabl e to constructive, positive change which has
resul ted, through amendnents to the docunent, in ful
recogni tion of previously unrecognized groups. In this
connection, the commenoration of Pennsylvania' s ratification
of the United States Constitution should acknow edge the
hi stori cal underpi nnings of the Constitution, and its past
inequities, as well as recognize the Constitution as a
vehicle for real change in recognition of legal rights now

enj oyed by previously disenfranchi sed groups.
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Section 3. Conmenoration of the Pennsylvania Ratification of
the United States Constitution.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wereas the nationw de cel ebration of the
Constitution will be Septenber 17, 1987, and whereas, each state
will have its own celebration in connection with the anniversary
of its ratification of the docunment, this act shall provide for
cel ebration of Pennsylvania's ratification of the United States
Consti tution.

(b) Schedul e of events.--The 200t h Anniversary of
Pennsylvania's ratification of the proposed United States
Constitution shall span a period from January 1, 1987, through
Decenber 31, 1987. During that period, debating contests shal
be hel d anong Pennsyl vania internmediate unit school children in
order to qualify themfor participation in a reenactnent of the
actual Pennsylvania Ratification Convention of 1787. The re-
creation of the Convention shall be held in the Senate Chamber
of the Pennsylvania Capitol in Harrisburg from Decenber 9
t hrough 12, 1987. In addition to the Pennsylvania internediate
unit qualifying debates, there shall be an essay contest,
sponsored by the Legislative Bicentennial Subconmttee, which
shall be open to internmediate unit students and which shall be
conducted during the period leading to the reenactnent of the
Conventi on.

Section 4. Conmenorative program procedures and coordi nati on.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The nmenbers of the General Assenbly who
are nenbers of the Commonweal th Conmm ssion on the Bicentennial
of the United States Constitution shall constitute a
subcomm ttee to be known as the Legislative Bicentennial
Subconmittee for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of

this act.
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(b) Additional powers of Legislative Bicentennial
Subconmittee.--1n addition to any other powers and duties
prescri bed by this act, the Legislative Bicentenni al
Subcomm ttee shall

(1) Be responsible for the inplenmentation and
adm ni stration of the celebration prograns set forth in this
act .

(2) Cooperate with other public and private groups in
t he reenactment of the Pennsylvania Ratification Conventi on.

(3) Promulgate such rules and regul ations as are
necessary to inplenent and adm nister this act.

(4) Enter into contracts and execute all instrunents
necessary or convenient for carrying on its operations.

(5) Enploy such persons as may be necessary and
convenient to carry out this act.

(c) Expenses.--Menbers of the Legislative Bicentennial
Subconmittee shall receive no conpensation for their services
but shall be reinbursed for reasonable travel and other
necessary expenses incurred by themin the performance of their
duti es.

(d) Chairman.--The subcommttee shall elect a chairman from
its menbership.

(e) Quorum--A nmgjority of the nmenbers of the subcommttee
shall constitute a quorum
Section 5. Debate.

(a) Participants.--Each of the 29 internediate units shal
sponsor and conduct a debate programfor qualifying students in
grades 9 through 12 in accordance with rules adopted by the
Legi sl ative Bicentennial Subcommttee for the purpose of

sel ecting participants in the reenactnent of the Pennsylvani a
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Ratification Convention. Each internediate unit shall select two
students to participate in the reenactnment and shall submt the
nanmes and addresses of two students, per internmediate unit, to
the Legislative Bicentennial Subcommttee by October + 31, 1987.

(b) Issues for debate.--Two internediate unit students from
each of the 29 units shall be chosen through a system of debates
anong students from grades 9 through 12 debating such basic
constitutional issues as whether to:

(1) Gve citizens the power to call a convention for the
pur pose of proposing Constitutional amendnents.

(2) Extend the President's termof office to six years,
while elimnating the opportunity to be reel ected.

(3) Set ternms of office for Federal judges and change
t he nethod by which they are sel ect ed.

(4) Gve the President an itemveto and Congress a

| egi sl ative veto.

(5) Extend the terns of Representatives and limt the
nunber of terns they may serve.
(6) Be for or against the popular election of the

Presi dent.

(c) Additional issues.--The Legislative Bicentennial
Subconmittee may prescribe additional issues for debate.

Section 6. [Essay contest.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Legislative Bicentennial Subcomrttee
shal | sponsor an essay contest in keeping with its overall goal
of stinmulating the interest of all Pennsylvanians in the origins
of our United States Constitution.

(b) Participants and purpose.--The essay contest, open to
all 9th through 12th grade students of the Conmmonwealth, is

designed for contestants to exam ne the Constitutions's basic
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i deas thoroughly and, through that understandi ng, becone
inspired to preserve it.

(c) Topic.--The essay contest topic shall be "Wat Mkes the
Bill of Rights Essential to Qur United States Constitution?" The
essay shall not exceed a total of 1,500 words.

(d) Period of contest.--The essay contest shall span a
period fromMrch 2 to June 1, 1987, with first, second and
third place contest w nners chosen by October 1, 1987, by the
Legi sl ative Bicentennial Subcommttee. Each of the 29
intermedi ate units shall choose two finalists fromits unit. Al
entries shall be submtted to the Legislative Bicentenni al
Subconmi ttee postmarked no | ater than June 30, 1987.

(e) Award for first place wi nner.--The essay contest's first
pl ace wi nner shall receive a cash award, an expense-paid trip to
Harri sburg, and the opportunity to read the wi nning essay at the
reenact nent of the Pennsylvania Ratification Convention in
Decenber.

(f) Awards for second and third place w nners.--The second
and third place contest winners shall receive | esser cash
awards, as well as expense-paid trips to the reenactnent of the
Pennsyl vani a Ratification Conventi on.

(g) Dissemnation of rules and information.--Upon passage of
this act, conplete essay contest rules and information shall be
sent to the 29 Pennsylvania internediate units by the
Legi sl ative Bicentennial Subcommttee.

Section 7. Definitions.

For purposes of this act:

(1) The term"internediate unit" means a geographic unit

as described in section 902-A of the act of March 10, 1949

(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949.
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1 (2) The term"internediate unit students” neans al

2 students enrolled in the 9th through 12th grades at public

3 and nonpublic schools for that particular internediate unit
4 ar ea.

5 Section 8  Termnation.

6 The Legi sl ative Bicentennial Subconmttee shall term nate on
7 Decenber 31, 1989.

8 Section 9. Appropriation.

9 The unexpended bal ance of all suns appropriated to the

10 Capitol Preservation Comrmittee for the purpose of the

11 legislative celebration of the Bicentennial, or as nuch thereof
12 as may be necessary, is hereby transferred to the Legislative
13 Bicentennial Subcommittee to carry out the provisions of this
14 act. In addition, all noneys received fromany other sources as
15 contributions to this programshall be paid into the General

16 Fund and credited to this appropriation. THE Bl CENTENNI AL

17 SUBCOW TTEE SHALL ALSO BE AUTHORI ZED TO ACCEPT SERVI CES AND | N-
18 KIND CONTRI BUTI ONS FOR THI S PROGRAM Funds unencunbered and

19 unexpended as of Decenber 31, 1989, shall |apse into the General
20 Fund.
21 Section 10. Effective date.
22 This act shall take effect inmediately.

A270L37CHF/ 19870H0088B1331 - 8 -



