PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 306 PRI NTER S NO. 359

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 292 >

| NTRODUCED BY O PAKE, HOPPER, GREENLEAF, SI NGEL, SHAFFER
ANDREZESKI , HELFRI CK, STOUT, LYNCH, STAPLETON, JONES, REI BMAN
AND ROVANELLI, FEBRUARY 4, 1985

SENATOR GREENLEAF, JUDI Cl ARY, AS AVENDED, FEBRUARY 11, 1985
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of the Children's Trust Fund,
for a governing board, and for the powers and duties of the
board; and prescribing the powers and duties of certain State
agenci es.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Children's
Trust Fund Act.
Section 2. Purpose.
This act is intended to create a funding source for
communi ty-based child abuse and negl ect prevention prograns and
servi ces.
Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Children's Trust Fund Board.
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"Child." Any person under 18 years of age.

"Child abuse.” As defined in the act of Novenber 26, 1975
(P.L.438, No.124), known as the Child Protective Services Law.

"Neglect.” Harmto a child s health or welfare by a person
responsi ble for the child' s health or welfare which occurs
t hrough negligent treatnment, including the failure, whether or
not intentional, to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter or
nmedi cal care

"Prevention program"™ Any conmuni ty-based program of direct
provi sion of child abuse and negl ect prevention services,
i ncluding, but not limted to, educational services in
parenting, prenatal care, perinatal bonding, child devel opnent,
basic child care, care of children with special needs, coping
with famly stress, personal safety and sexual abuse prevention
training for children, and self-care training for |atch-key
chil dren; and conmunity-based prograns relating to crisis care,
aid to parents, child-abuse counseling, peer support groups for
abusi ve or potentially abusive parents and their children, |ay
health visitors, respite or crisis child care, and early
identification of famlies where the potential for child abuse
and negl ect exists; except that funding for existing or ongoing
services or progranms of local or State governnent agencies shal
not be replaced by funds avail able under this act.

"Public nmenber."” A person appointed to the board by the
Governor, who holds no Federal, State or |ocal appointed or
el ected governnent position. This does not include a person
hol ding a position on a State or |ocal human services advisory
conmittee.

"Trust fund.” The Children's Trust Fund established by this

act .
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Section 4. Children's Trust Fund Board.

(a) Board created.--The Children's Trust Fund Board is
hereby created in the Ofice of Children, Youth and Famlies of
t he Departnent of Public Welfare. The board shall function
aut ononmously within the departnment and shall exercise its powers
and duties related to adm nistering and awardi ng grants
i ndependently of the Secretary of Public Wl fare, except that
budget ary, accounting, procurenent and ot her support services
shall be perfornmed by the departnent.

(b) Board conposition.--The board shall consist of three
menbers of the Senate to be appointed by the President pro
tenpore and three nenbers of the House of Representatives to be
appoi nted by the Speaker. In no case shall nore than two nenbers
fromeither the Senate or the House of Representatives be from
the sane political party. In addition, the Governor shal

appoi nt nine public menbers, to be confirmed by majority vote of

the Senate. No-nbre-than-five publie nemders shall-bhe nenbers—of <
the—sanre—potitical—party— Public nenbers appointed under this

section shall denonstrate know edge in the area of children's
services, be representative of the denographic conposition of
this Coormonweal th and, to the extent possible, be representative
of parents, the educational comrunity, the religious comunity,
organi zed | abor, the business community, the |egal comunity,
and professionals and volunteers in the field of children's or
victins' services.

(c) Termof office.--The term of each public nmenber shall be
three years, except that of the public nenbers first appointed,
three shall serve for three years, three shall serve for two
years and three shall serve for one year. A public nenber shal

serve no nore than two consecutive terns, whether partial or
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full. Eaeh—nerber—shatl——serveunrtt-+his—suecessor—+s—appothted—

A vacancy shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired term
in the sane manner as the original appointnent.

(d) Votes.--No nenber of the board, public or |egislative,
shall be enpowered to del egate his vote.

(e) Oficers and rules.--The board shall elect a chairperson
every two years from anong the public nenbers, and nmay el ect
such other officers and establish such conmttees as it deens
necessary and has provided for in the rules and regulations it
shall promulgate. Al business transacted by the board shall be
conducted in accordance with the act of July 19, 1974 (P.L. 486,
No. 175), referred to as the Public Agency Open Meeting Law.

(f) Meetings.--The board shall neet not |less than three
times annually at the call of the chairperson.

(g) Conpensation.--Board nenbers shall serve w thout
conpensati on but shall be reinbursed for all actual and
reasonabl e expenses incurred in the performance of their
official duties. Al such reinbursements shall be allocated from
funds available fromthe trust fund, under the terms of this
act .

Section 5. Powers and duties of board.
The board shall have the power and its duties shall be to:
(1) Develop, within one year of its establishment and
biennially thereafter, a State plan for the availability and
coordi nation of child abuse and negl ect prevention services
and prograns, and for the distribution of funds fromthe
trust fund. In developing the plan, the board shall review
al ready exi sting prevention prograns, and shall assure that
an equal opportunity exists for the establishnent of

prevention prograns and the receipt of trust fund noney anong

19850S0292B0359 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

all geographic areas in this Commonweal th, and shal

encour age the devel opnent of new and i nnovative prograns and
services. The board shall notify the Governor and the General
Assenbly that the plan is avail abl e.

(2) Provide for the coordi nati on and exchange of
information on the establishnment and mai nt enance of
preventi on prograns.

(3) Develop and publicize criteria for the granting of
trust fund noney to eligible prevention prograrns.

(4) Adm nister and award trust fund noney and nonitor
t he expenditure of trust fund noney by eligible prevention
progranms. Funds shall be awarded to any conmunity-based child
abuse and negl ect prevention program deened eligible by the
board, if the organization or agency sponsoring the program
neets the following criteria:

(i) The organi zation or agency denonstrates the
ability to match, through noney or in-kind services, any
trust fund noney received. In-kind services may not
exceed 50% of the required match. In the first year the
organi zation receives trust fund noney, it nust be able
to match at least 25% in the second year and every year
thereafter, it nust be able to match 50% The noney natch
may be derived fromeither private or |ocal governnent
sour ces.

(i1i) The organi zation or agency denonstrates the
willingness and ability to provide program nodel s and
consultation to other organi zations and the comunity
regar di ng program devel opnent and mai nt enance.

(5) Prepare an annual report for the Governor and the

CGeneral Assenbly, including recomrendations for |egislative
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action and regul atory change when needed and appropri ate.

(6) Accept Federal funds granted by Congress, except
that such funds shall not be used to provide a match for

ot her Federal funds, and to accept State funds granted by the

CGeneral Assenbly for the purposes of this act, as well as

gifts and donations fromindividuals, private organizations

or foundations. Al funds received shall be transmtted to
the State Treasury for deposit in the trust fund.
Section 6. Powers and duties of Departnment of Public Wlfare.

The Deputy Secretary of the O fice of Children, Youth and
Fam | ies of the Departnent of Public Welfare shall serve as
executive director to the board and shall carry out the duties
and responsibilities assigned by the board through staff
enpl oyed by the office. The executive director shall receive no
conpensation for carrying out the duties and responsibilities
assigned by the board. There shall be enployed by the office
sufficient staff to carry out the activities of the board.
Section 7. Powers and duties of State Treasury.

On an annual basis, the State Treasury shall nake avail abl e
to the board for its use, consistent with the provisions of
section 5, an anount equal to only one-half of all funds
received by the trust in the previous fiscal year until the
principal of the trust equals $20, 000, 000, at which tine the
State Treasury shall nake available to the board only the total
interest earned on the assets of the trust fund during the prior
12-nmonth period. The actual and necessary expenses incurred by
the board in performng its duties shall be paid out of the
trust fund allocation made avail able by the State Treasury. In
no case shall the annual allocation fromthe trust fund to the

board be charged an anmount greater than 5% of its nost recent
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1 annual allocation for adm nistrative costs of the board.

2 Section 8. Children's Trust Fund created; powers and duties of
3 t he Departnent of Health.

4 Not wi t hst andi ng any other statute to the contrary, at |east
5 $2 of any fee inposed for issuance of each certified copy of a
6 birth record by the Departnent of Health shall be paid into a

7 special nonlapsing Children's Trust Fund, which is hereby

8 established for the purposes described in this act.

9 Section 9. Effective date.

10 This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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