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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 282  *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY FI SHER, O PAKE, SHUMAKER, WLT, STAPLETQON, STOUT,
ANDREZESKI , REI BVAN, STAUFFER, HESS, RHOADES, WENGER
LI NCOLN, MADI GAN, LEW S, HOWARD, SHAFFER, KELLEY, BELL,
KRATZER AND JONES, JANUARY 31, 1985

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 31, 1985
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for community
public service prograns ordered by district justices.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 1517. Community public service program

(a) GCeneral rule.--A district justice nay, upon hearing the

facts of a case, admt to the adjudication alternative

aut hori zed by this secti on persons charged with m sdeneanors of

the third degree or sunmary offenses within the jurisdiction of

the district justice. Where applicable, the defendant shall be

required to waive his rights to a speedy trial. The defendant

shall not be required to plead quilty to be accepted by the

district justice into the program

(b)Y Public service prograns.--A district justice may, in
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li eu of naki ng a di sposition, authorize an offender to

participate in a programin which an agency or organi zation i s

willing to assune supervi sion or placenment responsibility for

such of fenders. The programin general shall be approved by the

court of common pleas of that district and the district

attorney. This program may i nclude work, counseling, public

service, job training, educati on or other appropriate conmmunity

service or self-inprovenent. The conditions of the program nay

i nclude the inposition of costs and restitution, the inposition

of a reasonable charge relating to the expense of adm ni stering

t he program and any ot her conditions agreed to by the offender.

(c) Conpletion of program--The district justice shal

di sm ss the charges and shall relieve the person of the

obligation to pay any fine or serve any sentence of

i mpri sonnent, upon the successful conpletion of the program

(d) Refusal to accept or conplete program--I1f the person

refuses to accept the conditions required by the district

justice or fails to conplete the program w t hout good cause or

viol ates any condition of the program w t hout good cause, the

district justice shall proceed on the charges as provi ded by

| aw.

(e) Inmmunity.--A district justice and any public service or

chari tabl e organi zati on supervi sing or adnm nistering a public

servi ce program under this section shall be i nmune from any

civil action for danmages brought by a person admtted to this

program Nothing in this section shall be construed to limt or

otherwi se affect or preclude liability resulting from gross

negl i gence or intentional nm sconduct. Reckless, willful or

want on m sconduct constitutes gross negli gence.

(f) Definition.--As used in this section the term"district
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justice" includes a judge of the Pittsburgh Magi strates Court.

1

2 Section 2. Section 1515(a)(5)(iii) and (6)(i)(C) of Title 42
3 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent with this act.
4

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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