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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 304  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY F. TAYLOR, DALEY, KASUNI C AND DeWEESE, JUNE 3,
1986

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JUNE 5, 1986
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A RESOLUTI ON
Amendi ng House Resol ution No. 192, adopted Decenber 11, 1985,
entitled "A Resolution establishing an investigatory
commttee to investigate the circunstances precedi ng and

exi sting during and subsequent to the nassive flooding of the

Monongahel a Ri ver Basin which occurred on and around Novenber

5, 1985," providing for a survey of Presidentially declared

di sasters in Pennsylvania in 1985.

RESCLVED, That House Resol ution No. 192, adopted Decenber 11
1985, be anended to read:

WHEREAS, The Monongahel a Ri ver Basin, a geographic area of
West ern Pennsyl vani a, whi ch has experienced chronic econom c
depression since 1981, was dealt yet another bl ow on and around
Novenber 5, 1985, when massive flooding of the river basin
precipitated loss of life and loss of mllions of dollars of
property; and

WHEREAS, Runors run ranpant throughout Western Pennsyl vani a
t hat | osses woul d have been less if the disaster had been
handl ed differently; and

WHEREAS, Because fl ooding of the rivers of Wstern

Pennsyl vania recurs fromtinme to tine, it is inperative to
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thoroughly review this particular event to determ ne that
war ni ng systenms, energency response systens and ot her systens
whi ch functioned throughout this flooding emergency were
adequat e and coordi nated, and to determ ne that water systens in
the area are contained in safe, healthy reservoirs and

wat erways; [therefore be it] and

VWHEREAS, Uncertainty exists regardi ng the anount of the

| osses suffered by private honeowners whi ch was not covered by

private i nsurance and Federal and State grants as a result of

Presidentially declared di sasters in Pennsylvania in 1985;

therefore be it

RESCLVED, That an investigatory commttee be established to
gather information and report to the full House of
Representatives within 120 days its findings regarding the
adequacy of all systens which responded to this latest flooding
of the Monongahel a River Basin, the circunstances existing
i mredi ately before and throughout the flooding, and any
engi neering i nprovenents which would be necessarily made to
reduce such a disaster fromrecurring; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this comm ttee undertake a conprehensive

survey of victinse of Presidentially declared di sasters in

Pennsyl vania in 1985 to deterni ne the anount of | osses suffered

by private honeowners whi ch was not covered by private i nsurance

and Federal and State grants; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this conmmttee be appointed by the Speaker of
t he House and be conposed of four nenbers of the mpjority party
and three nenbers of the mnority party, that it have the power
to call witnesses and to require the production of docunents,
and that it have the power to hire a staff and rei nburse the

staff fromthe budget of the Chief Cerk of the House of
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Representatives in an anmount not to exceed $50,000; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That all expenditures fromthe $50,000 shall be
authorized by a nagjority vote of the commttee and the chairnan
shall make a nmonthly report of all such expenditures to each
menber of the conmttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee report its findings and submt

all expenses to the House of Representatives no |later than
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Sept enber 1, 1986.
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