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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 182  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY SAURMAN, HALUSKA, FOX, ARGALL, J. L. WRI GHT,
COHEN, TIGUE, DEAL, G M SNYDER, FARGO, FISCHER, DI STLER
HERVAN, SEMVEL, STABACK AND NAHI LL, OCTOBER 22, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, OCTOBER 23, 1985
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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the House M nes and Energy Managenment Conmittee to

investigate the feasibility of abolishing the Departnent of

Envi ronnent al Resources and establishing a Bureau of Land,

Air and Water Managenent, a Bureau of WAste Managenent, and a

Bureau of M nes, Mnerals and Resource Managenent.

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Environnmental Resources, fornerly
t he Departnent of Forests and Waters and M nes and M neral
I ndustries, was created by Act No. 275 of 1970; and

WHEREAS, The departnent has the responsibility to adm nister
and regul ate progranms in a variety of subject areas which are
constantly expanding, in and of thenselves; and

WHEREAS, The ability of the departnment to adm ni ster and
regul ate such a | arge nunber of diverse program areas has becone
guesti onabl e and subject to extreme concern by industry,
government officials and consuners as well; and

WHEREAS, The credibility of the departnment has declined, in
part, due to the incapability of departnmental personnel to

respond efficiently and accurately to concerns as a result of

their being overburdened with a greater and greater anount of
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responsi bility; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House M nes and Energy Managenent
Committee examne the ability of the departnent to effectively
and efficiently carry out the duties and responsibilities
currently delegated to it; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee thoroughly investigate the
feasibility of abolishing the departnent, and in its place,
establishing a Bureau of Land, Air and Water Managenent, a
Bur eau of WAste Managenent, and a Bureau of Mne, Mnerals and
Resource Managenent; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonwealth. It may issue subpoenas under the
hand and seal of its chairman commandi ng any person to appear
before the commttee and to answer questions touching matters
properly being inquired into by the commttee and to produce
such books, papers, records and docunments as the committee deens
necessary. The subpoenas may be served upon any person and shal
have the sane effect as subpoenas issued out of the courts of
this Commonweal th. Any person who willfully neglects or refuses
to testify before the committee or to produce any books, papers,
records or documents shall be subject to the penalties provided
by the laws of this Commonwealth in such case. Each nmenber of
the commttee shall have power to adm ni ster oaths and
affirmations to witnesses appearing before the conmttee; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee make a report of its

i nvestigation to the House of Representatives within six nonths.
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