PRINTER S N0 4009

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2788 >

| NTRODUCED BY CGRUPPO, SEMMVEL, LANGTRY, D. W SNYDER, ARGALL,
PERZEL, WOGAN, ANGSTADT, BOYES, BLACK AND CARLSON
SEPTEMBER 29, 1986

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, SEPTEMBER 29, 1986
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Novenber 26, 1975 (P.L.438, No.124),
entitled, as anended, "An act establishing child protective
services; providing procedures for reporting and
i nvestigating the abuse of children; establishing and
provi ding access to a Statewi de central register and pendi ng
conplaint file on child abuse; investigating such reports;
provi ding for taking protective action including taking a
child into protective custody; placing duties on the
Department of Public Wl fare and county children and youth
soci al service agencies; establishing child protective
services in each county children and youth social service
agency; and providing penalties,” further providing for the
results of abuse conplaint investigations.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 17(4) of the act of Novenber 26, 1975
(P.L.438, No.124), known as the Child Protective Services Law,
is amended to read:

Section 17. Duties of the Child Protective Service
Concerni ng Reports of Abuse.--Each child protective service
shal | :

* * %

(4) Upon receipt of each report of suspected child abuse,
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commence within 24 hours, an appropriate investigation which

shall include an interview of the child or children, a

determ nation of the risk to such child or children if they
continue to remain in the existing home environnent, as well as
a determnation of the nature, extent, and cause of any
condition enunerated in such report, and, after seeing to the
safety of the child or children, forthwith notify the subjects
of the report in witing, of the existence of the report and
their rights pursuant to this act in regard to anendnent or
expungenent. The investigation shall be conpleted within 30

days. Upon conpletion of the investigation, the child protective

service shall notify the party who reported the suspected abuse

(pursuant to section 4 or 5) of the outcone of the

i nvestigation. This notice shall include whether the report is

"founded," indicated," or "unfounded" and the action taken by

the child protective service.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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