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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2104 5

| NTRODUCED BY MARKOSEK, MANDERI NO, | RVIS, Pl EVSKY, | TKIN,
DOVBROMBKI, D. R WRI GHT, SEVENTY, PETRONE, GRU TZA, LLOYD,
CAWLEY, VEON, COWNELL, STABACK, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE, TRELLOQ,
PETRARCA, VAN HORNE, COLE, DelLUCA, FREEMAN, GRUPPO, STEWART,
CAPPABI ANCA, KASUNI C, TELEK, MRKONI C, WAMBACH, GEORGE
LI NTON, LUCYK, LESCOVITZ, MCALL, DUFFY, M CHLOVI C, WOZN AK,
MORRI S, BATTI STO, COLAFELLA, PRESTON, STEI GANER, GALLAGHER,
COY, DAW DA, DEAL, OLASZ AND MAYERN K, FEBRUARY 4, 1986

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MARCH 11, 1986
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 1, 1978 (P.L.584, No.109), entitled "An
act establishing an agency to create the |inkage necessary
for the planning of an econom c devel opnent system for
Pennsyl vani a, and maki ng an appropriation,” further providing
for powers and duties of council, and for the operation and
functions of area | abor managenent committees.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 6 of the act of July 1, 1978 (P.L.584,
No. 109), known as the MIrite Act, is anended to read:
Section 6. Powers and duties of council.
(1) Undertake research and investigation relating to the
pronotion of the industrial potential of Pennsylvani a.
(2) Create plans for economc revitalization of

Commpnweal th i ndustri es.

(3) Reconmend inplenentation procedures for all plans,
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maxi m zi ng exi sting nechanisnms with proven ability to
acconplish tasks, |inkages anong current prograns, business,
| abor and governnent insights into practicality and

wor kabi lity of suggested approaches.

(4) Encourage and stinulate cooperation and coordi nation
anong Federal, State and | ocal prograns.

(5) Reconmend structural changes and updating of
econonic delivery tools of State Governnment to the Governor
and Ceneral Assenbly.

(6) Draw upon | abor, nmanagenent and gover nment
participants to promul gate plans and inpl enent procedures.

(7) Reconmend organi zational structure and participants
particularly suited to |l ocal needs and conditi ons.

(8) Undertake research, including the hiring of

consultants, into the problemof the costsof utilitiesto <—
businesses COST OF DO NG BUSINESS in this Conmonweal t h, <—

i ncl udi ng reconmendati ons for changes and esti mates of future

costs, with conparative analysis of both intra-State and

interstate costs.

(9) Undertake research, including the hiring of

consultants, to deternine if the Conmonweal th can nore

effectively use its nedi ation services to di scourage, and

shorten the durati on of, | abor-nmanagenent di sputes.

[(8)] (10) The council shall have the power to:

(i) Enter into contracts.

(1i) Appoint, fix conpensation of, and prescribe
duties of an executive director, secretary and such other
personnel as the council deens necessary to acconplish

t he purposes of this act. The council shall be able to

appoi nt or di scharge enpl oyees wi thout being required to
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make a request of any executive agency. It is the intent

of this provision that the council can function

effectively only as an agency i ndependent of any ot her

branch of gover nnent.

(ii1) Retain counsel.

(iv) Accept grants from public and private sources.

(v) Borrow noney and issue obligations, secured or
unsecured, to acquire, hold, own and pl edge or dispose of
funds, noney, securities and other property, real or
personal, tangible or intangible to the extent necessary
to carry out the purposes of this act.

(vi) Adopt and promul gate rules and regul ati ons
necessary to acconplish the provisions of this act.

Agenci es of the Commpbnwealth shall provide their ful

cooperation to research conducted by the council, including, but

not limted to, the provision of informati on necessary for

conducti ng research under paragraphs (8) and (9).

Section 2. Section 6.1 of the act, added May 31, 1984
(P.L.378, No.77), is anended to read:

Section 6.1. Area | abor nanagenent conmttees.

(a) The council shall establish standards and criteria for
the selection of area |abor managenent commttees to be assisted
by [matching] grants under subsection (c), solicit proposals
fromarea | abor managenent committees, review and eval uate the
relative nerits of such proposals and sel ect those proposals for
fundi ng whi ch woul d best neet the standards and criteria
establ i shed by the council.

(b) The council may use a reasonabl e amount of any
appropriation for grants to area | abor managenent commttees to

hire staff and provi de support for area | abor managenent
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commttees and for carrying out the purposes specified in

subsection (a). Funds shall be used for staff and ot her expenses

necessary to perform out-reach functions to those areas of the

Commpnweal th not served by area | abor nmnagenent conmittees.

(c) The council shall designate the area | abor managenent
commttees which are entitled to receive [matching] grants
pursuant to subsection (a). Funds appropriated to the Depart nent
of Conmerce for grants to area | abor managenent commttees shal
be made to those conmmittees, in amounts and under conditions

speci fied by the council, and under the follow ng conditions:

(1) The grant shall be nmatched with as nuch non- St ate

funds as possible, within the overall goal of attenpting to

establi sh and mai ntain as nmany area | abor nmanagenent

commi ttees as possi bl e.

(2) Wiile the highest priority for these funds shall be

for the establi shnent of new area | abor managenent

comm ttees, the council shall make use of the npbney avail abl e

to it for the grants to ensure the conti nued exi stence and

expansi on of existing area | abor nmanagenent conm ttees,

i ncludi ng the provisions of technical assistance and

nonmat chi ng grants.

(d) The council shall report annually to the chairmn and
mnority chairman of the Senate Comm ttee on Appropriations, the
chai rman and mnority chairman of the House Committee on
Appropriations, the chairman and mnority chairman of the Senate
Committee on Labor and Industry and the chairman and mnority
chai rman of the House Committee on Labor Rel ations, the
acconpl i shnments and specific expenditures of each area | abor
managenent conm ttee funded under subsections (a) and (c)

including, but not limted to, salaries, rent, contracts and
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1 other operational costs.

2 Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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