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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1698 =%

| NTRODUCED BY BATTI STO, BLACK, MCALL, FATTAH, OLASZ, COLAFELLA,
STABACK, D. R WRIGHT, BOANBER, E. Z. TAYLOR AND BELARDI,
OCTOBER 1, 1985

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 23, 1986
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” changing provisions relating to
school ternms and sessions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1504(a) of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended July 1, 1978 (P.L.575, No.105), is anmended to read:

Section 1504. Dates and Tines of School Terms and Sessi ons;
Commencenent.--(a) The board of school directors of each schoo
district shall fix the date of the beginning of the school term

Provi ded, however, That the begi nning of any school termfor

students shall not commence any earlier than the day after Labor

Day. Unl ess otherw se determ ned by the board, the daily session
of school shall open at nine ante-neridian and cl ose at four

post-neridian, with an interm ssion of one hour at noon, and an
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intermssion of fifteen mnutes in the forenoon and in the

af t ernoon. Upon request of a board of school directors for an
exception to the aforesaid daily schedule, the Secretary of
Educati on may, when in his opinion a neritorious educati onal
program warrants, approve a school week containing a m ni mum of
twenty seven and one-half hours of instruction as the equival ent
of five (5) school days, or a school year containing a m nimm
of nine hundred ninety hours of instruction at the secondary

| evel or nine hundred (900) hours of instruction at the

el enentary | evel as the equival ent of one hundred eighty (180)
school days. Professional and tenporary professional enployes
shall be allowed a |unch period free of supervisory or other
duties of at least thirty mnutes. The provisions of this
subsection shall not be construed to repeal any rule or

regul ati on of any board of school directors nowin effect which
provides for a lunch period |Ionger than the m ni mum prescri bed
herein or to repeal any action of any board of school directors
taken in conpliance with section 7 of the act of July 25, 1913
(P.L.1024, No.466), entitled "An act to protect the public
health and welfare, by regulating the enploynent of females in
certain establishnments, with respect to their hours of |abor and
the conditions of their enploynent; by establishing certain
sanitary regulations in the establishnments in which they work;
by requiring certain abstracts and notices to be posted; by
providing for the enforcenent of this act by the Conm ssioner of
Labor and Industry and others; by prescribing penalties for

vi ol ations thereof; by defining the procedure in prosecutions;
and by repealing all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with

the provisions thereof,"” as amended. Nothing in this section

shal|l prevent school districts from conducting in-service
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sessions for teachers before Labor Day.

* * %

Section 2. (a) Expiration.--The provisions of this
anendatory act shall expire three years fromthe effective date
hereof. Prior to the stated expiration date, the Genera
Assenbly shall consider and act upon the recommendati ons of a
tenporary conmm ssion as provided in subsections (b) and (c).

(b) Tenporary comm ssion.--Prior to the end of the second
year this anendatory act is in effect, the Governor shal
appoint a tenporary conmm ssion for the purpose of nmaking a
survey of the effect this amendatory act has had upon school s,
the travel industry, famlies and this Conmonwealth in general.
The tenporary comm ssion appoi nted by the Governor shall consi st
of the Secretary of Education, the Secretary of Comerce and the
Secretary of Revenue or their designees, a head adm nistrator of
a public school or his designee, a teacher, a representative of
t he Pennsyl vani a School Board Association, a representative of
t he Pennsyl vania State Educati on Association, a representative
of the Pennsylvani a Federation of Teachers, a representative of
the travel industry, a parent, one nenber of the mpjority party
and one nenber of the mnority party of the House of
Representati ves, one nenber of the npjority party and one nenber
of the mnority party of the Senate, and a nenber of the
Governor's Ofice. The survey shall be coordi nated and conduct ed
t hrough the Departnent of Educati on.

(c) Report and reconmendations.--The tenporary conmm ssion so
appoi nted shall, within 180 days of the beginning of the third
year after the effective date hereof, make its report and
recommendations to the General Assenbly as to whether this

anendatory act should be continued, term nated or nodified. Upon
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conmmi ssi on shall cease to exist.

conflict with the provisions of this anendatory act shal

in effect for the duration of that contract.
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t he subm ssion of its report and recomrendati ons, the tenporary

Section 3. Any contractually agreed upon school cal endar or
process which determ nes the school calendar in effect on the
effective date of this anmendatory act between a school district

and its professional or nonprofessional enployees which is in

remai n

Section 4. This act shall take effect imrediately JULY 1,
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